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THE ‘87 SILK CUT 
FESTIVAL PROVIDES 
MAGIC MOMENTS 


Tanya Tucker's 
debut appearance was : 
littered with magic moments! . - 


She was wild, raunchy, 
unashamedly sexual 
and exquisitely sensual. 


Tanya must now be 
a subject for every 
Country Boy's 
‘fantasy! 
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® Out of the general 
public's view are a 
couple of places which 
are the nerve centres for 
reporters covering the 
Silk Cut Festival. The 
most important of these 
is the Press Office. A 
delegation from CMRU 
“A” team spent several 
hours in this hive of 
activity and information 
to provide an insite of 
some of the people who 
use this place of work. 


Three Medias Meet ... When C.M.R.U’s Ed. looked in on the Radio 2 Country Club Team and the Silk Cut Festival Press officer, with a T.V. camera crew documenting the publications House Party Weekend activity. 


®@ Some of the jargon 
used by the 
broadcasting fraternity is 
a language all of its 
own, words like 
pigeonhole, one to one, 
patched in, and cleaned 
up, all have their own 
meaning to the 
“broadcaster” which 
means nothing to the 
layman. 


Mark O'Connor Leon Rausch 


Leon Everett on walk about . 


® Some of the Local 
Radio broadcasters who 
| noted spent many long 
hours in the Press room 
seeking interviews and 
information for their 
programmes included 
Joe Allen, Bob Roberts, 
Ron Jones, Brian 
Clough, Joe Fish, Larry 
Adams, Leon Moat, Ken 
Harris, John Meire, Etc 
Etc. There really is much 
more to this 
broadcasting thing than 
meets the eye. 
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Surprise Duet ... Moe and Janie. 


RE 


® Another vital crew in a 
Sam Bush 


the Silk Cut Festival 
press room crowd were 
the hard working 
Hospital Radio people 
who always appeared to 
be beavering away for 
their service. These 
offices too formed a 
meeting place for the 
country music writers 
and photographers to 
gain vital information 
and updates on the days 
events, it also offered 
the sanctuary of the 
hospitality bar, a haven 
for swapping stories and 
meeting band members, 
managers, agents, 
promoters etal. 


Jodle Birge 


’Photos by Jim Silverthorn / Brian Shelley 0.0.4 


@® a further sanctuary 
is the artiste/press 
hospitality area in the 
main arena. This area 
has a side view of 

the main stage, plus 
inhouse T.V. monitors. 
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Lee Moran Tommy Collins 


@ Far more relaxing 

and less formal than the 
press office this room 
provides an area from 
which to gain more 
snippets of information 
to be fed back to readers 
and listeners throughout 
the year. 


| hope this brief look at 
the working side of the 
Silk Cut Festival at 
Wembley help:s you 
understand why many” 
CMRU 8& radio reporters 
appear to keep a low 
profile on the day. 
After all festivals are a 
working break for the 
people who provide the 
Words That Go With The 
Music. 


Gerry Ford Tokyo Matsu Connie Smith 


Riders in the Sky 


COVERING THE |Pyqim| FESTIVAL 
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UHUUULUNLAEUUUUANAEUAAAAATIMn. 


@ OVERALL IMPRESSION: Another generally 


excellent and successful event ... 


@ ATTENDANCE: Around 80% each day. Up on 
last year. 


@ THE SOUND: Never Wembley Arena’s 
strongest asset but probably the best ever. 


@ THE STAGE SET: Undoubtedly the finest ever. 
(all who were involved with it should be 
congratulated). 


@ THE ARTISTS: They must have appealed to the 
audience because there were seven genuine encores 
on the Saturday and Sunday and four on the 
Monday. It is to be expected that the headliners 
would get encores but there were some special 
moments for acts lower down the bill. 


@ THE SONGS: More than 250 were performed 
with only a couple appearing more than once. The 
length of programme varied from two by Liverpool's 
Kenny Johnson to 20 by Box Car Willie. 


@ THE RIOT (OR NEARLY): 

Jerry Lee Lewis (The Killers fans or non-fans) 
sent TV and Press cameramen scurrying for cover 
as the barriers to the stage were bridged in a 
‘Hotspot’. 


® BIGGEST OVERALL SUCCESS: From an 
audience reaction point of view, this credit must go 
to to the Bellamy Brothers. Their set was a brilliant 
example of how much you can pack into a short 
time. 


@ HOME-GROWN TALENT: Only four British 
acts appeared on the Arena. Despite short times 
allowed all excelled, Scotland's Colorado earning a 
genuine encore for the second year running, but | 
noted for the first-time ever, the Irish acts were 
absent ... 


@ WEMBLEY MAGIC: Every so often something 
special happens for an act at the festival, 1987 has 
been Leon Everette’s year. A couple of year’s ago he 
ruined it for himself at another British festival but 
this time everything went perfectly. It could have all 
gone so wrong, as he was first act on after the 
interval, reduced because of over-running, and most 
fans were still out when he started, what is often the 
“graveyard” spot ... But Leon's superb band 
Hurricane, won the audience for him, for the first 
time Wembley had a fiddle player go walk-about, 
and an act opening the second half getting a 
standing ovation. (You can rest assured he'll be 
back.) 


18*19*20 APRIL 1987 


FESTIVAL FILOFAX 


e The heading above is not quite strictly true because many of the full facts of the 87 
Silk Cut festival will not be known for weeks but these are personal impressions and 
opinions that | gained from artists, other media people and fans! 


ST 


® THE FINEST AUDIENCE IN THE WORLD? 
The most irritating thing | find about certain 
American acts is the way they will insist on telling 
how they love us, and that we are the finest 
audience in the world. It sticks in the throat, and 
sounds anything but sincere, | always want to cringe 
with embarrassment. If it's true, then it's an insult to 
all their other audiences because we form a very 
minor part of their work schedules. Of course, they 
must acknowledge the audience, but really great 
stars do not have to be patronising do they? 


@® PORK PIES: No not the ones we eat! 
Londoners use the expression as rhyming slang to 
mean someone isn't “quite” telling the truth! And so 
it seems about Johnny Russell, who unfortunately, 
had a stroke and couldn't appear. When the man is 
trying to recover, all the alleged telephone calls from 
the artists appearing at Wembley, and the talk of the 
letters he is supposed to have written to them (Rex 
Allen Jnr. even claimed, from the stage, to have 
been seen off at the airport by a tearful John), can't 
be helping his health, can they? ... Anyway, get well 
John, after all you have already gone down in 
country legend as the only artist to have pulled a 
“stroke” on “Merv the Swerve”. 


WORDS BY MICK GREEN PICTURES BY JIM SILVERTHORN 


SUUAHIUUUHNUUANAUOAAALAAAAI”” 


@ CONFLICT: It is unusual, if you can arrange an 
event as large as this without some form of conflict 
and promoter Conn has had his share in the 

past, and whilst this year it may all have seemed 
trouble free, | bet he has a lot of explaining to do 
over “Boxie” having a very young child on stage for 
a couple of numbers. It may have been popular with 
the fans but its illegal in Britain to have anyone 
under 16 years on stage at a tobacco sponsored 
event, also there's other regulations regarding 
children. In addition it does very little for the overall 
improved image of country music. As one non- 
country media man said to me: “Are you going to 
have barking dogs headlining next year!” 


@® THE AGE BARRIER: The one problem that 
the '87 Silk Cut Festival failed to beat was the age 
barrier. This Wembley audience was still basically in 
the older group category. I'm convinced if the 
average age doesn’t come down soon the popular 
Jim Beam stand will be taken over by Wincarnis! 


CONCLUSION: Next year will be the 20th Festival 
and Mervyn Conn has promised the best line-up ever. 
As he asked at least three times for the Festival fans to 
write to him, why don't you write to him and let him 
know who you would like to appear ... A host of top 
names have already been mentioned, but if you want to 
declare your personal artist favourites for 
consideration, then write to him at MC House, 14 
Orange Street, London WC2H 7ED. 


@ A favourite of mine but always 
an enigma. ‘DAC’ is a complex 
character, in the past | have 
variously described him as mean, 
moody even magnificent... sadly, 
he didn’t achieve the |atter. 
DAVID ALLAN COE on 

paper was one of the biggest 
attractions on the bill... 


This time Coe played with a mixed 
band. American: British. The girl 
who played the Fender-Rhodes 
guitar-like piano was new to me 
and superb, but overall the band 
did not have the power and 
complexity you expect from Coe 
and he did not seem all that 
happy’. 
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Having seen several of his shows 
I know he likes to keep the 
audience on the boil, going 
continually from one song to 
another. “By the time | stop, 
they're dying to clap,” he once 
told me. Well, he followed that 
routine here it worked but this 
was a Coe audience anyway. 


Long coat, hat pulled down over 
his face, many of the songs he is 
famous for mixed in with some 
surprise choices should have 
made him the success of the 
weekend but it was low-key for a 
man that can deliver ... (I wonder 
if he felt the Bellamy’s show was 
too much to top) ... But his fans 


still loved him, and “Didn't Even, 
Call Me By My Name”, had them 
screaming for more | don't think 
the man intended to come back, 
but when Promoter Conn 

came boldly on to announce 
Coe was the “hit of this festival” 
(which with a couple of Heavy 
weight acts yet to appear 


seemed a bit strange ? ) and he 
would be back next year Coe 

he wasn’t magnificent? Well | was 
wrong! His reply was to encore 
with ONE chorus of “Take This 
Job And Shove It! I ain't working 
here no more.” As controversial 
as ever! David Allan Coe left . 


Review Continued on page 76 


Tr1-Sor News OOOOO 


ARTISTS ON THE MOVE: 


@ Earl Thomas Conley to Jim 
Halsey Co., Tulsa, OK. Bobby 
Bare, The Whites and Becky 
Hobbs to Bobby Roberts 
Entertainment, Hendersonville. 
The Girls Next Door, to Century 
City Artists, Nashville for 
management. 


NEWS BRIEF: 


@ Bobby Bare signed for 
endorsement and trade show 
appearances for Red Man 
Chewing Tobacco. Merle 
Haggard is endorsing Shure 
mikes. John Conlee has earned a 
Gold album with his Greatest 
Hits, Volume 1 album. Kathy 
Mattea’s Walk The Way The 
Wind Blows is being promoted in 
Australia and Britain by 
Polygram Records. Conway 
Twitty and Loretta Lynn have 
been busy rehearsing for their 
upcoming duo appearances, 
Conway is also a new 
bridegroom, having wed 
longtime business associate Dee 
Henry a few weeks back in a 
secret California ceremony. The 
Nashville based MTM Music 
Group has opened an office on 
the West Coast to accommodate 
further activities of the 
company’s publishing and 
marketing divisions. The offices 
are headquartered at 12001 
Ventura Bivd. in Studio City. 


@ Advanced registration for the 
16th = Annual _ International 
Country Music Fan Fair, set for 
June 8-14 at the Tennessee 
State Fair Grounds in Nashville, 
has already surpassed the 
17,000 mark, up 4,200 


ARE YOUA 
SUBSCRIBER? 


Bete te te ek 
COUNTRY 
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can be delivered 
with your mail, on or 
about the 1st of every month 


Annual Rates 
BRITISH ISLES . . . £10.50 
EUROPE/REP IRELAND £13.00 
AMERICA/CANADA 
(Air Mail) . . . £14.50 (Sterling) 
Send your name and address 
together with cheque/PO payable to: 
Country Music Round Up 
Publishing Company 
286/287 High Street 
(Upper Precinct) 

Lincoln LN2 1AL, England 


registrations from the same time 
last. year. Last year’s 
phenomenal 21,500 participants 
resulted in a cut-off of 
registrations prior to the start of 
the event. 


THE 
WORDS 
THAT GO 
WITH 
THE 
MUSIC .. 


@ Premiere One recording group 
Mason Dixon has a lot of positive 
things going on in their career of 
late, including a new single, 
3935 West End Avenue, which is 
getting a very favourable early 
response, with their debut album 
Homegrown: They have recently 
purchased a fully customized 
Silver Eagle bus and 26’ 
equipment truck and signed a 
management agreement with 
Oswald Brothers Management of 
San Diego, CA. Almost a 
household word throughout 
Texas and the South-West, 
Mason Dixon performed over 260 
dates during 1986 and were 
recently named the No | 
Independent Group of the Year by 
both Cashbox and Indie Bullet 
magazines... British group 
Poacher have recently been in 
Nashville recording on the 
Premier One label. 


@ From the publisher of Coal 
Miner’s Daughter comes The Oak 
Ridge Boys: Our story, by the 
Oaks with Walter Carter and Ellis 
Widner, (released on April 15). 
The Contemporary Books issue is 
a panoramic legend, beginning 
in the mountains of Tennesse, 
where the original Oak Ridge 
Boys band was formed in 1943, 
and traces the group’s dynamic 
history in all its evolutions 
through gospel, country and pop. 
The 224 page book features two 
16—page black-and-white photo 
inserts and sells for $16.95. 


@® John Lomax 111 describes 
Rattlesnake Annie as the woman 
who went to Europe 10 times to 
get a record deal 110 miles from 
home. Her first CBS album is 
titled simply Rattlesnake Annie, 


which she co-produced with 
Buddy Blackman. Her debut 
single for CBS, Callin’ Your Bluff, 
written by Lonnie Mack and Max 
D Barnes. 


@ Dolly Parton, who has been 
working the talk-show circuit in 
support of The Trio album and 
the opening of Dollywood’s 
second season, will star in a 
weekly variety show for ABC 
Television starting in the fall. 
However, the movie reunion of 

9 to 5 co-stars, Dolly, Jane 
Fonda and Lily Tomlin, has been 
shelved for the time being. 
Filming had been scheduled to 
Start this spring in Washington, 
DC, and would have featured the 
trio as working girls who break 
up an international spy ring. 
Dolly disclosed that none of the 
threesome liked the script so 
they opted to go on with other 
projects until something more to 
their liking comes along. 


@ Oak Ridge Boys, Richard 
Sterban, Joe Bonsall and Duane 
Allen have announced that they 
had voted follow member 
William Lee Golden out of the 
quartet. Though the 
announcement caught most of 
the award-winning quartet’s 
fans off-guard, the move 
surprised almost no one on 
Music Row as knowledge of the 
divisiveness and discontent 
within the group had been known 
for the past several years. 
Speculation has it that Steve 
Sanders, acoustic guitar player 
with the Oaks, may be the new 
baritone singer shortly. 


@ The Forester Sisters team up 
with Pepsi and American Airlines 
to host their first celebrity golf 
tournament and concert May 
10-11 in Chattanooga. The event 
will benefit Muscular Dystrophy. 
The Foresters and Hank Williams 
Jr. join labelmates, The Trio... 
Dolly Parton, Emmylou Harris 
and Linda Ronstadt on the 
upcoming love-song video 
package which Warner Brothers 
will release for home sales 
($19.98 per) in mid—May. 


@ Patty Loveless encountered a 
real initiation by Colorado’s 
unpredictable weather during 
her first performance in the state 
over the March 27 weekend. 
Slated for two concerts in the 
state with John Conlee, they 
arrived in LaJunta at precisely 
the same time as the worst 
blizzard of the season. The show 
went on and the crowd was 
Surprising... also stranded as 
every highway East of the. 
Rockies was closed. The March 
28 concert in Grand Junction was 
rescheduled to a later date. Not 
one to sit idle, however, Patty 
and her band set up and played a 
special show for the 


as. 


... Other 
snowbound 
travellers and locals 
on Saturday night... 
working a full house! 
Patty has promised 
that she will come 
back for another concert 
the next time she comes 
to the high ccuntry. 


@ As part of his 
commitment to Arkansas 
Children’s Hospital. Jim Ed 
Brown will host this year's 
fundraising telethon to be 
broadcast May 30-31. 


@ Ricky Skaggs has been 
named recipient of the 
Evison Award in Holiang 

for the year’s best country 
LP. Ricky’s Love's Gonna 
Get Ya! got the attention of 
the Dutch and they promptly 
awarded him their version of 
a Grammy. Skaggs. unable to 
attend the award ceremonies. 
sent a taped acceptance speech 
to acknowledge the honor. 


@ The Nitty Gritty Dirt Band has 
augmented their touring line-up 
with the addition of Bernie 
Leadon, replacing John McEuen, 
who recently resigned from the 
group. Leadon is a former 
member of The Eagles. Southern 
Pacific also has a new lead 
singer, formerly with Pablo 
Cruise, David Jenkins. Jenkins 
replaces Tim Goodman, who left 
the troupe in late December. 


@ Gary Morris and Jennifer 
Warnes have a new duet single, 
which will be the theme song for 
the Blind Date movie starring 
Bruce Willis and Kim Basinger. 
This TNN Special aired last 
month, as did Loretta Lynn’s 
Follow The Flag, the second 
hour-long show taped during her 
late 1986 USO/DOD tour. 


" S 
i, 
e NEWS BRIEF: 
« 


Conway Twitty and Loretta Lynn 
busy rehearsing for their upcoming 
duo appearances, 


MONTHLY 
BULLETIN 
BOARD 
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TWO PART POLL 


#: @ The success last year, 
#: Of the Country Music 

s: Round Up revived 

= “International Awards” 
z: Poll... With our readers, 
“= the artists and their 

“= management, plus the 
= industry in general, has 
*: brought about strong 

*: demands from all quarters 


= for an expansion in the 


popularity categories of 


= what is already being 
=: acclaimed Europe's 


Premier Country Music 


Awards. 


: There’s also been a 
= movement of opinion to 


= include acknowledge- 
: ments to the recording 


industry, for their efforts 


= in promoting country 
# artists and product in 
= Great Britain ..-.-....- 


ie eee and another, 


= that we should sponsor 
=: an award to offer 

=: recognition to the British 
zs Radio Country Du. 


“= What this means is ... 


*: 1987's official voting 

= forms will include Three 
z: Extra Categories within 
both the International and 
:: British sectors ... one to 
:: allow the voter to 

t separately acknowledge 
z: the Duo and Trio enter- 
“: tainers (previously a point 
=: of contention) ... 


Swuecess lim "SEG 
coo IGAMS More 


Another will now provide 
public acknowledgement 
of Record Company Retail 
Marketing, 


(giving recognition to 
British and American 
product campaigns). 


Thirdly, a readers nom- 
ination for “Outstanding 
British Country Music 
Radio Broadcaster of the 
Year” ... 


The six best publicly 
supported nominees, will 
have a random taped 
monitoring of their 
respective programme 
output, these tapes will 
then be judged by an 
invited panel of media 
persons to ascertain the 
DJ who’s overall pre- 
sentation does the most 
to encourage Country 
Music appeal to the widest 
possible listening public. 


COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND UP 


ake eee hee eee 


COUNTRY 


weet een eweree 


ABU 


@ The 1987 Awards 
Presentation, will take 
place on Bank Holiday 
Monday evening as a 
highlight at the Peterboro 
Country Music Festival. 


@ You can see 

previous awards recipiants 
at the special Gala Show 
a eritish ave winners: COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND UP 
which provides a Friday (P 


evening curtain raiser for 
the entire spectacular 


“Star Studded” weekend ... 


VOTING ... 


® Remember this is the 
Country Music Poll the 
Industry sets it’s stall by, 
which makes you a V.I.P. 
person. 


WHY VOTE 


4.3 


® The most popular act 
of 1986 with Country 
Music Round Up readers 
was glamorous mother 
and daughter duo The 
Judds, who as a result of 
your voting, have since 
springboarded to even 
wider acclaim on the 
European Entertainment 
Scene via their British 
concert debut at the 

: London Palladium, 

% plus T.V. appearances 
* on Wogan and Whistle 
* Test and have since 

% gained an instant No.| 
= position in the CMA/ 

% Gallup Album Chart 

# with ‘Give a Little Love’. 


® Having consideration 
for the above we believe, 
it’s fair to say Your Votes 
do help to make ............. 


‘Tomorrow's 
= News’ and increase the 
# marketability of Country : 
%: Music in Europe : 
asa whole ... w.......... 


PART ONE 


COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND UP 


AWARDS POLL VOTING PAPER 


My Choice for most popular Country Music Acts 
1986-87 in the following categories are:- 


British Group 
British Trio 


WIN A NIGHT WITH THE STARS 


AT THE GRAND GALA PRE-FESTIVAL CIVIC DINNER 


_——— mm ww re ee ee ee ee we we es ee ae ae eae ae aa a i ee 


COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND UP MAY 87 


British Duo eee 


British Male Solo 
British Female Solo 


Most Promising British Act 


International Group 
International Trio 
International Duo 


International Male Solo 
International Female Solo 
Most Promising International Act 


eoceceesoceccecoesassscocssees 


Pee oreo rseesosssseessesess ass TOOSFEOSOH OOS! 


eecceccccevecssesoscseses 


Ocerececcscecccsscccceseescnsaseses 


@ As an added incentive for readers to cast their votes in our poll, we shall be 
entering everyone who sends in their completed Voting Form for our Super Special 
Re fen 24 £end DY ¢ = \) Ca RA oo fet Ro lee We MU nce DS lr, 


® The winner will get a Special Invitation for two persons to attend the Grand 


Celebrity Guests appearing over the Bank Holiday Weekend. Plus ... 


® We shall provide weekend twin bedded, bed and breakfast hotel accommodation 
Courtesy of THE BULL HOTEL as well as giving you your tickets for the entire 
Festival Shows. (Courtesy of the Promoter). 


® So, if you want to secure your chance of winning this great weekend package, fill 
your voting form now and post it today to: 


Dept. Int. Awards, 
Messers. Swales & Walden. (Chartered Accountant). 
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@ ENTRIES ONLY ACCEPTED ON THIS CUT OUT COUPON 


Country Music RadioD.J. Biteecssseseesocechaencsesctnecar=as eoweqaese 70 High Street, Lincoln LN5 8AD. 

SER RRR, 0 —'s Scsstentonertogeeteeerrag ae ger oe cee a RUA WME corte ass ce. se kl ee ae ara eati.1.2, ae See 
Album Promotion Of The Year AGDRE CGH a atl Pa ae eaceet ee oo ee 
International =—eewevneee MaeeeernsteiccasscesecisscasrscuesSessacecccatertsacees 

Facitinfh, ©. cessnenc’esecee cs Cute SORE cece MPet et cssusesoss RCNP DORR URED pees-eiarnttsebetterres. ph pos wisp Plan viene aweDilenyeassbesne evoers ernest ! 
® Please note: The final closing date for Part One of the International Awards Poll is 15th May 1987 7] (=| ike Bertie Petey» Reornn ty Matin freee he ci GR. Sa nh Mee I Complete this form | 


the final preparations for filming. 


@ “Hil”, she grins, her eyes 
sweeping the room. “I sure 
appreciate ya'll coming out 
tonight." There is nothing in her 
demeanour to indicate the 
milestone being marked here 
tonight, but this live-audience 
taping is the first show which 
Patty Loveless has carried as the 
lone performer. She has guested 
on “Nashville Now”, “Church 
Street Station” and “The 
Academy of Country Music 
Awards”, but this time the whole 
show rests squarely on her 
shoulders as she introduces cuts 
from her very first MCA album, 
titled simply “Patty Loveless”. 


WILD & WOUNDED 


@ Patty's sound has been 
referred to as “wild and wounded 
... turning lyrics into emotional 
manifestoes” by “Billboard” 
magazine and likened to the 
stylings of Loretta Lynn by 
“People Weekly” ... “something of 
the same unaffected passion in 
her voice... and also a little of the 
country rock charge of Rosanne 
Cash.” And yet, Patty's 
individuality and style are very 
much her own. A sound that has 
brought her world wide attention 
in a very short span of time ... 
that is, if you count the beginning 
as when she came back to 
Nashville to 1985 with a bundle of 
songs she had written and a 
determination to get an audition 
with a record label. 


@ But let us go back a few years 
and get to know Patty. the 
daughter of a Pikeville, Kentucky 
coal miner; born into a family of 
three sisters and four brothers. “I 
always wanted to sing. Always!” 
she states emphatically. “Ever 
since | was like 4 years old. | 
remember Mama would always 
try to get me to sing for people in 
the living room. I'd go all the the 
way to the Kitchen so nobody 
could see me and I'd sing away. | 
was scared to sing in front of 
people. | didn’t mind being heard 
by people, just so they couldn't 
see me!” 

“My sister, Dottie, used to sing alot. 
She could sound just like Patsy 
Cline. She sang at Fort Knox for all 
the Army boys back when she was 
younger. And she really is the one 
I'd have to say that got me where | 
could get up on stage ...” she 
pauses, then finished with a laugh, ” 
and perform in front of people for a 
change ...,” 


® Patty was influenced early by 
some of the greats of Country 
Music. “I listened to Loretta Lynn 
and Dolly Parton faithfully,” she 
remembers. “And of course, the 
great Patsy Cline. And to have 
the variety in the way | sing a 
song, to be more versatile, | 
listened to other music, too ... 
Linda Ronstadt ... I'm a great fan 
of hers. And any body that has 
good music ... that’s good to my 
ears. | just really picked up on. | 
guess where my music came 
from was listening to records 


Mama and Daddy used to play 
and what we listened to on the 
radio. | remember when my 
brother, Wayne got a record 
player for the first time. He 
brought it all the way from 
Germany and Daddy went out 
and got him a Ralph Stanley 
record, and Bill Monroe, and the 
Carter Family. | guess that's 
where | picked up my traditional 
sounds.” 

“| guess you would say when | 
really started singing was alittle ole’ 
Jamboree in Louisville, Kentucky. | 
was about 12 years old. My brother, 
Roger (Ramey ... who is now my 
manager), talked me into going 
with him that night. And I'm glad he 
did ‘cause | got paid five bucks!” she 
laughs. “He and | each did asolo ... 
a song apiece. Then we went out 
and did a song together, which was 
an Ernest Tubb and Loretta Lynn 
song called “Sweet Thang”. 


8 By the time Patty was 14, 
Roger took her to Nashville with 
30 of her self-penned songs and 
she walked right into Porter 
Wagoner's office with them. 
“Those were the days when you 
could still do that,” she smiles. 
“He really enthused about a 
couple of the songs and he 
wanted to hear some more. He 
introduced me to Dolly Parton 
and_so, for about a year, | had a 
good relationship with them ... 
coming back and forth to town 
and being friends, really. Getting 
to know each other and getting to 
know about the business.” 


® During that same year, she 
was on a concert bill with the 
Wilburn Brothers, Bill Anderson 
and others. “It was at the 
Convention Center, which is 
Louisville Gardens,” she 
remembers. “Roger and | had 
about 15 minutes and | was doing 
“Mule Skinner Blues”. Doyle 
Wilburn dragged Teddy out to 
hear me sing. Then Doyle 
approached me, asked me about 
myself and | told him | was 
working some with Porter. He 
asked me to come to Nashville 
and bring some of my stuff with 
me ... and | did. We became 
friends and by the time | was 15, | 
signed a publishing contract with 
Sure-Fire Music, their company. 
And when | wrote the song. “I 
Did” that was the one that Doyle 
really believed in. He was always 
trying to push me.” For the next 
three years, while finishing high 
school, Patty was featured singer 
with the Wilburn Brothers Show, 
replacing Loretta Lynn, who had 
left to form her own show. 


@ Barely out of high school and 
just 18 years old, Patty married 
Terry Lovelace a former drummer 
for the Wilburns, and left 
Nashville for his hometown in 
North Carolina. “We worked a lot 
of shows and with a lot of bands 
around Charlotte,” she recalls. “I 
got with a booking agency, Hit 
Attractions, and they booked us 
out in places like Oklahoma and 
Texas ... different states. | was still 
travelling around, just not 
working out of Nashville.” 


@ The Cannery is Nashville’s unique soundstage for filming 
The Nashville Network's popular “New Country” series. 

The gathering crowd is primarily young and enthusiastic. 

The youthful vocalist who takes center stage is lean and leggy, 
wearing jeans tucked into high-topped boots and a simple, 
belted blouse. She strums the big guitar and smiles shyly at 
the audience as the crew and musicians busy themselves with 


@ Though the bands she worked 
with over the next eight years 
were not always strictly country, 
country music remained Patty's 
true love. By 1985, her marriage 
had failed and Patty returned to 
songwriting with renewed fervor, 
unable to relinquish the dreams 
she had cherished since 
childhood. “I always wanted to 
make records someday. Always! 
And it was just something | 
couldn't get out of my system,” 
she relates. 


@ So in the spring of 1985, Patty 
returned to Nashville and 
recorded a five-song demo which 
Roger began circulating to 
everyone on Music Row who 
would listen, Several labels 
quickly expressed serious 
interest. Tony Brown, VP of A&R 
at MCA Records, got a promise 
from Roger that Patty would not 
sign with another label until Tony 
had a chance to play the tape for 
other MCA executives. Less than 
two months after recording the 
demo, she was signed to the 
label. No one was more suprised 
than Patty, who was prepared for 
a long stint of knocking on doo 


LONELY DAYS 
LONELY NIGHTS 


® “Lonely Days, Lonely Nights” 
was Patty's first single. And on 
the basis of that one release, she 
was nominated by the Academy 
of Country Music as one of the 
five finalists for Best New 
Female Vocalist 

of 1985. 


“| was shocked,” Patty says. 


“You know how the Academy works. 
You've got to have a lot of people 
behind you to be nominated like 


that. | didn’t know there were 
that many people behind me! 


| tell you what. it shocked me! 
It was such a surprise to be 
nominated even .. you really 
feel just like a winner’! 


@ MCA then released Patty's 
second single. “| Did”, and it 
immediately generated a terrific 
response from radio stations 
across the country. So much that, 
without benefit of an album ready 
for release. MCA decided to 
withdraw the single until they 
could complete an album. 
Therefore, following the release 
of the “Patty Loveless” album at 
the beginning of this year," Did” 
was re-released to coincide with 
Valentine's Day ... with radio 
station copies issued on red vinyl. 


® Another of Patty's dreams was 
realized with the formation of her 
own five-piece 
band. 


ine 


By: Loudilla Johnson 


_ 


“We travel in a van. It's real nice ... 
plush,” she says. “We pull a U-Haul. 


Travelling in something like that 
is not all that bad and we all get 
along so good. But | wish | had a 
bus! | look forward to one day 
having a bus ... but I'm not ready 
to go in the hole to get it!” 


@ When she is not working, 
Patty says she is really a 
domestic kind of person."! really 
am. | listen to my radio all day if 
I'm around the house and just 
find little things to get into. | 
always like fiddlin’ around the 
house ... cleaning, cooking, and 
baking. | like doing things 
like that! Then other 
times | like being 
out-doors, even 
if it's cold 
weather. 
Just taking 
long 


walks, long hikes in the woods, 

if there's woods close by enough 
and just doing things like that. 
Freeing my mind. Also, | enjoy 
jogging, which I've gotten back 
into again after all these holidays,” 


“Sometimes exercise is not only 
good for your body, it’s good for 
your mind. It relieves a lot of 
things.” she giggles. 


® Patty's finger is squarely on 
the pulse of her music and her 
fans. “I know that everybody's 
going to have their own opinions 
about my music and every once 
in a while it gets a little scarey,” 
she says quietly. “You know, you 
want people to like it and there's 
some out there who give you 
feedback like ... ‘| don’t know 
about that song.’ It scares you a 
little bit. But you just try to think 
of all those people who do like it. 
That's what makes you go on. 
This is just the kind of business 
where you can't let remarks ... 
criticism ... get to you. You've just 
got to go with the good ones and 
carry on.” 


® Patty made a superb debut 
European appearance at last 
months Silk Cut (Wembley) 
festival, a trip she was 
enthusiastically looking forward 
to for months ... But what of 
future ambitions? “I'd like to have 
a number 1 record,” Patty grins. “ 
And well ... maybe one day to be 
Entertainer of the Year! | hope to 
join the Grand Ole Opry. | have 
already been a guest on the Opry 
and that was a thrill... but | hope 
they will ask me to join ... real 
soon!"... And then she sums it up, 
“Really, | want to entertain 
everyone and my real goal is to 
please people when | walk out on 
that stage... to bring them 
pleasure. That really pleases me 
more that anything.” 


@©000000008008080 
Feature prepared for 
Country Song Round up. 
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A Jeffrey and Howard Kruger Supported by 
presentation Peterborough City Council 


~ THE GREAT EVENT ~ 
PETERBOROUGH COUNTRY MUSIC FESTIVAL 


AT THE NENE EMBANKMENT : FRI 28 : SAT 29: SUN 30 & MON 31 AUGUST 1987 
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mead AERIAL DISPLAYS 
TOYOTA PITTS : MARLBORO - JAGUAR : UNIPART AEROBATIC TEAMS 


Golly Goddard's Motorcycle Stunts - Pathfinders Dog Team - Mid-Wales Axe deat Team 
Tab Ryder’s Wild Pony Rodeo - The Motoclowns : Gerard Naprous’ Wild West Show 
Buffalo Bill Wild - Best-dressed Horse and Rider Competition - American Squaredance Team 
%* TRADE SHOWS * EXHIBITIONS * SIDE SHOWS * CHILDREN’S RIDES * 


toes | SEAT BOOKING FORM: for August 28th, 29th, 30th and 31st 
oO 


NOW! CRED CRD BOOKNG Se EL Po aa ee eee ee ee 
; z A Ze Dl SG aS | a ae 
Pt: 0273-503001 | The Kruger Organisation (CP) Ltd EC a A a Sa aS | 
ETEKBOKOUGH P.O. Box 130 - Hove - East Sussex BN3 6QU ||smow [TT 


ae 
Cound a ADVANCE BOOKING SEAT PRICES SSS ee 


pli gnee ad LOCATION | FRLEVE. |SAT.MAT. | SAT.EVE. |SUN.MAT.|SUN.EVE. MON.EVE,| | Payne nay be matey Cronos rhoes Baya 
ase el $.2.e. 
01-741 8989 | |AFrontStals| 25.50 | e10.50 | e1050 | e1050 | e150 | £1050 | Gheques should be made payable to The Kruger Organisation (GB) Lt. | 
Cc Pe Order. £ inc. Booking Fi 
£5.50 £800 | £8.00 | £ 800 eae ae ag | 
= | | prefer to pay by Access/Barclaycard No. 
C. Rear & Side] £5.50 | £550 | £5.50 | £ 5.50 £ 5.50 a 


(inc. Booking Fee). Signature 
TEEMASTER bes 
Mh MOUS, 4 DAY SEASON TICKET — SECTION A £50.50 | 


Ticket prices include 50p booking fee. All advance orders must be received by July 31, 1987. No refunds. 
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THE 


KRUGER | 


ORGANISATION 


PETERBOROUGH 


COUNTRY 
MUSIC 
FESTIVAL 


More Radio 
Coverage Than Ever ... 


More than 50 radio stations from all over Britain will be at the Peterborough Country Music Festival 

over August 28 - 31. Of the 28 BBC Local stations which carry regular country programmes, 21 have 
asked for facilites. More than 30 of the nation’s network of independent outlets (stations which carry 
advertising) will also be in attendance. 


® In addition, BBC Radio Scotland, 
Radio Ulster (Northern Ireland) 
World Service and British Forces 
Broadcasting will have people 

at the event. AFN 

(the American Forces Network 

may have a radio (if not TV) 

team on site. 


BULLETIN 
BOARD 


STAR LINES 
OO0O0O 


Ed Bruce Talks 
About Festival 


® Metro Radio's country show 
“Friday Night Country Crowd” 
celebrated its seventh 
anniversary on March 20th, 
coinciding with presenter Brian 
Clough’s birthday. 


® The Kruger Organisation, 
promoters of the four-day 
extravaganza, are negotiating 
with companies for possible 
recording of the concerts as a 
result of the immense interest 
shown by broadcasters this 
year. 


® Here’s your starter for ten: 


“What do Aunt Jemima’s Syrup, Levi Jeans and Pizza Hut have 
in common - and what is the country connection?” 


OOOOOD Too difticuit? 


® OK, here’s an alternative starter - (but only for five!): 
“What do Aunt Jemima’s Syrup, Levi Jeans, Pizza Hut and Della 
& the Dealer have in common?” 


KJOOOOIO See, it’s easy - and of course you're right, 


Hoyt Axton 


® To celebrate the double, 
Trisha Walker US representative 
for the Kruger Organisation, 
helped Warren Davies to 
arrange calls to Brian from two 
of the show's superstars, Ed 
Bruce and Lacy J Dalton. Not 
quite as easy as it sounds, 
because both artistes were ‘on 
the road’ - but they both agreed 
to call from backstage ‘phones 


® Warren Davies, who has 
specialised in coordinating 
radio coverage on this sort of 
event for ten years is thrilled by 
the response, “We had thirty- 
four stations here in ‘86”, he 
told us, “and by the time we 
include the continental guys 
(Holland, Switzerland, France, 
etc.) we're-looking at twice as 
many this year! There’s no 
question that the sine-up which 


® Of course you were unlikely to get it first time 
unless you happen to watch a lot of American TV, 


Jeffrey Kruger has put together 
has had a lot of influence on 
broadcaster's decisions about 
Peterborough.” 


® He also sees the response as 
an indication of a growing 
acceptance of country as a 
genre by the stations 
themselves, “Several jocks have 
told me that their station bosses 
are now prepared to be more 
helpful over travel, 
accommodation and other 
expenses”, he revealed, “... and 
that wouldn't be happening 
unless they felt it provided 
good material for a wider 
audience”. 


® Kruger’s inclution of new, 
young and contemporary acts 
has also added to the interest, 
believes Davies, as “... it 
reinforces the work done in 
recent months by the CMA 
(New Country campaign), this 
publication Country Music 
Round Up and companies like 
Byworth-Wootton. All of these 
have been giving country 
greater credibility with a more 
youthful audience and exposing 
it in areas where country was 
previously considered ‘hick’, 
‘passe’ or just unexciting. This 
myth is being blown at 
Peterborough by acts like Nitty 
Gritty, Southern Pacific Steve 
Wariner.” 


stars, many of whom are 


before or during their shows. 


® In the event, Lacy J couldn't 
get connected from the 
payphone - but Brian did get a 
ten minute chat with Ed. 
Although even that was fraught 
with technical difficulties, 
because when the technical 
crew listened to the playback, 
there had been a line problem 
and the tape was double 
tracked. Despite their efforts to 
clean it up, it looked as though 
it was lost, so Brian called 
back, Ed was still around - and 
they re-recorded the interview! 


Brian talked to Ed about his 
career and recent shows tours - 
and the upcoming August trip 
to Peterborough: Ed stated that 
he can't wait to come back after 
last years super trip and the 
treatment he received from 
everyone. 


SHMUUAAUANIOUUUUUCUAEOUGUUOAAUAAHUUT 


It’s appropriate that he 


they're all companies 
for whom the big 
man has made 
commercials - and 
you can add to the 
impressive list, 
McDonald's (first Big 
Mac), Yellow Pages 
and a host of others 
for products ranging 
from Ford pickups to 
chainsaws, biscuits 
and herbicide. 


In fact diversity is a 
hallmark of Hoyt’s 
career. His current 
biography lists no 
less than 17 feature 
films including two 
of my all time 
favourites, The Black 
Stallion and The 

_ Gremlins. 


Sixteen TV series are 
credited - best 
known in the UK 
probably being 
Bonanza, Dukes of 
Hazard, McCloud 
and Trapper John. 
And TV specials, 
guest spots, host 
jobs, etc, become 
too numerous to 
count - | stopped at 
50 and | hadn't even 
got as far as his 
recent showing over 
here in “Dallas, the 
Early Years”. 


EX EAGLE WILL BE AT 
PETERBOROUGH WITH 


Nitty Gritty 


® When they began their 1987 
touring diary in Aspen 
Colorado in early March, the 
Nitty Gritty Dirt Band boasted a 
new member. 


@ Ex-Eagles, Bernie Leadon 
replaced John McEuen in the 
band, and will be featured on 
guitar, banjo, mandolin, dobro 
and pedal steel. In addition to 
this multi-instrumental talent 
Leadon will add his distinctive 
voice to vocals with the group. 


Wally Whyton 
To Kick Off ! 


“Country Club” host, 
Wally Whyton, is to 
compere two of the 
concerts at the Festival. 
Starting the weekend 
Wally will introduce the 
Country Music Round Up 
British Award Winners 
Friday Evening Show, 
staying overnight to 
meet and greet the 
incoming American 


® Hoyt is probably best known in the UK for his seventies/early eighties Della & the Dealer 
although had UK success with are, Rusty Old Halo and Evangelina. But this short list of 
material known to the British audience, belies the massive output of stories-with-music that 
Hoyt as been writing ever since he was 15. Titles that spring to mind include Greenback 
Dollar (co-written with Ken Ramsey more than 25 years ago), Joy to the World and Never 
Been to Spain... 


should compere the very 
first show - as one of the 
major “voices” of 
country music in Britain. 
It is particularly 
appropriate that the 
show features British 
acts who have reached a 
high level of 
professionalism - 
because Wally has long 
been known for his 
encouragement to home 
grown talent to improve 
their standards of 
presentation” 


personal friends. Wally 
will then compere the 
afternoon show on 
Saturday, featuring 
Jimmy C Newman and 


Hoyt Axton. ®@ One of Hoyt's simple philosophies states: “... 


I'm a guitar pickin’ songwriter and sometimes singer ... I've always loved music”. 


@ Making the 
announcement, Warren 
Davies said, “Jeffrey 
hoped Wally could have 
worked on the Festival 
last year, but we didn’t 
get together with him 
early enough. 


@ |t would seem that sometimes singers love his music too! - Just check the writer's credits 
on your collection and you'll see what | mean. In the soul section, Martha Reeves; folk - 
Joan Baez, Pete Seeger, The Kingston Trio; Rock -Steppenwolf, Brownsville Station; 
Country - Waylon, Jerry Jeff, Anne Murray, Lynn Anderson; superstars Denver, Campbell, 
Presley etc. The list of artistes who have chosen Hoyt's songs is an endless tribute to his 
feeling as a writer, His return to Britain is long overdue - so let's hope that the Peterboro 
show rekindles an interest from press radio and TV, because tan support is already there - 
and a tour would not go amiss! 
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e e e e New Albums 


ARNOLD, Eddie ALL TIME FAVOURITES RCA NL 90004/NK 

90004 

BRITT, Elton BEST OF BRITT RCA NL 89995/NK 89995 

CASH, Johnny 1958-1986 THE CBS YEARS CBS 450466-1/450466-4 
EVERETTE, Leon GREATEST HITS RCA WL 90010/NK 90010 
FORRESTER SISTERS, The PERFUME RIBBONS & PEARLS Warner 
Brothers 925411-1/925411-4 

GIBSON, Don THAT GIBSON BOY RCA WL 90002/NK 90002 
HARRIS, Emmylou 13 Warner Brothers 925352-1/925252-4 
JENNINGS, Waylon FOLK-COUNTRY RCA WL 90005/NK 90005 
LEWIS, Jerry Lee THE KILLER 1973-1977 Bear Family/Rollercoaster 
12/BFX 15229/—12LP Box Set 

LOUDERMILK, John D. 12 SIDES OF LOUDERMILK RCA NL 89993/ 
DRUSKY, Roy ANYMORE Stetson HAT 3033/HATC 3033 

FENDER, Freddy BEFORE THE NEXT TEARDROP FALLS Topline TOP 
170/KTOP 170 

FORESTER SISTERS, The PERFUME, RIBBONS AND PEARLS Warner 
Brothers K 925411-Country 

GRIFFITHS, Nanci THE LAST OF THE TRUE BELIEVERS Rounder 
Europa/Demon REU 1013/- 

GRIFFITHS, Nanci LONESTAR STATE OF MIND MCA MCF 3364/MCFC 
3364 

HAMBLEN, Stuart THIS OLD HOUSE HAS GOT TO GO Stetson HAT 
3031/HATE 3031 

HARTFORD, John ANNUAL WALTZ MCA MCF 3366/MCFC 

3366 

HARTFORD, John GUM TREE CANOE Sundown SDLP 030/-Country 
HORTON, Johnny MORE SPECIALS Stetson HAT 3030/HATC 

3030 

MILSAP, Ronnie SPINNING WHEEL Sundown SDLP 1.041/‘ 

NEW GRASS REVIVAL NEW GRASS REVIVAL EMI America AML 
3116/TC-AML 3116 

OAKRIDGE BOYS WHERE THE FAST LANE ENDS MCA IMCA 
§945/IMCAC 5945 

ORIGINAL SOUNDTRACK COAL MINER'S DAUGHTER MCA MCL 
1847/MCLC 1847 Soundtrack/ 
STEVENS, Ray GREATEST HITS MCA IMCA 5918/IMCAC 5918 
TUBB, Ernest MIDNIGHT JAMBOREE Stetson HAT 3032/HATC 
VARIOUS OLD COUNTRY MUSIC IN A NEW LAND New World (USA) 
WARINER, Steve ITS A CRAZY WORLD MCA MCF 3363/MCFC 
WHITES, The GREATEST HITS MCA IMCA 5717 


COLORADO BERWICK SPPEDWAY PRESENT Trimtop CTT 105 
(GD) 

FLYING BURRITO BROTHERS DIM LIGHT THICK SMOKE AND 
LOUD LOUD MUSIC Edsel ED 197/— 


PRUETT, Jeanne JEANNE PRUETT — THE DOT SERIES MCA IMCA 


39031/IMCAC 39031 

RICH, Charlie DON'T PUT NO HEADSTONE ON MY GRAVE Zu Zazz Z 
2002/— 

THOMPSON, Hank HANK THOMPSON — THE DOT SERIES MCA IMCA 
39089/IMCAC 39089 

VARIOUS COUNTRY COLLECTION VOL 1 Pickwick SHM 3211/ 
VARIOUS MULESKINNER Edsel ED 219/— 

WALKER, Billy BILLY WALKER — THE DOT SERIES MCA IMCA 
39090/IMCAC 39090 

-WALKER, Charlie CHARLIE WALKER — THE DOT SERIES MICA IMICA 
39078/IMCAC 39078 

WILLIAMS, Don LOVERS AND BEST FRIENDS MCA MCF 3357/MCFC 
3357 

WILLIAMS, Hank (Senior) THE VERY BEST OF HANK WILLIAMS SENIOR 
VOL 1 Pickwick CN 2084/CN 42084 (PK) 

PARTON, Dolly IN THE GOOD OLD DAYS ACA WL 90007/NK 

90007 

RICH, Charlie CHARLIE RICH RCA WL 89999/NK 89999 

(R) 

RODGERS, Jimmie NEVER NO. MO BLUES RCA NL 90009/NK 
90009 

SMITH, Margo THE BEST OF THE TENNESSEE YODELLER MCA MCL 
1838/MCLC 1838 

WYWETTE, Tammy ANNIVERSARY — 20 YEARS OF HITS, THE FIRST 
LADY OF COUNTRY MUSIC Epic 450393-1/450393-4 (C) 

BANDY, Moe YOU HAVN'T HEARD THE LAST OF ME MCA IMCA 
5914/IMCAC 5914 

CLINE, Patsy SONGWRITERS TRIBUTE MCA IMCA 25019/IMCAC 
25019 

CLOWER, Jerry RUNAWAY TRACK MCA IMCA 5773/IMCAC 

5773 

CORNELIUS, Helen HELEN CORNELIUS - THE DOT SERIES MCA IMCA 
39034/IMCAC 39034 

GLASER, Tompall TOMPALL GLASER - THE DOT SERIES MCA IMCA 


TOP e 20 ALBUMS 


FOR WEEK ENDING APRIL 25, 1987 
Compiled by Gallup from a weighted sample of 750 conventional outlets 
and 30 specialist shops for the Country Music Association (C) 1987 


1 TRIO Warner Bros 9254911 
D Parton/L Ronstadt/E Harris WEA WEA 9254914 


5 GUITAR TOWN MCA MCF3335 
Steve Earle MCA POL MCFC3335 


1 

2 

3 2 SWEET DREAMS MCA MCG6003 
Patsy Cline MCA POL MCGC 6003 

4 

5 


3 GIVE A LITTLE LOVE RCA PL90011 
Judds RCA ARIOLA RCA PK90011 


41 NEED YOU RITZ RITZLPO038 
Daniel O Donnell 


15 GUITARS CADILLACS ETC ETCREPRISE 9253721 
6 Dwight Yoakam WEA WEA 9253724 


RITZ SPA RITZLC0038 


Warner Bros K9253521 


New THIRTEEN 
7 WEA WEA K9253524 


Emmylou Harris 


New LOVERS AND BEST FRIENDS = MCA MCF3357 
(22) Don Williams MCA POL MCFC3357 


Mercury MERH103 
Kris Kristofferson POLYGRAM POL MERHC103 


9 12 REPOSSESSED 


10 13 GIRLS | HAVE KNOWN RCA NL89996 
Jim Reeves RCA ARIOLA RCA NK89996 


1 1 6 MR ENTERTAINER RCA NL90000 
JOHNNY RUSSELL RCA ARIOLA RCA NK9000 


12 8 THEY DON'T MAKE THEM LIKE THEY USE TO 
Kenny Rogers RCA ARIOLA RCA PK85633 


13 14 STORMS OF LIFE Warner Bros 9254351 
Randy Travis WEA WEA 9254354 


14 18 HANGIN’ TOUGH MCA MCF3360 
Waylon Jennings MCA POL MCFC3360 


1 5 10 LULLABYS LEGENDS AND LIES ACA NL89998 
Bobby Bake RCA ARIOLA RCA NK&9998 


1 New LYLE LOVETT MCA MCF3361 
(25) LYLE LOVETT MCA POL MCFC3361 


17 11 THE COUNTRY WAY RCA NL89997 
Charley Pride RCA ARIOLA RCA NK89997 


18 7 RAILROAD MAN RCA NL90003 
Hank Snow RCA ARIOLA RCA NK90003 


19 9 OCEAN FRONT PROPERTY MCA MCF3358 
George Strait MCA POL MCFC3358 


20 16 MORE ABOUT LOVE 
Philomena Begley 


RITZ RITZLPO040 
RITZ SPA RITZLC0040 


Billboard ALBUMS 


FOR WEEK ENDING APRIL 25, 1987 


‘@D)) Albums with the greatest sales gains this week. (CD) Compact disk available. ¢ Recording Industry Assn. Of America (RIAA) 


GALLUP 


1 2 THECOLLECTION Castle Collector Senes 


Boxcor Wilke CCSLP 159 (R) 


2 THEKENNY ROGERS STORY 
Kenny Rogers Liberty EMTY 39 (E) 


3 _ BOXCAR WILLE AT THE COUNTRY STORE 
Boxcor Wile = Country Store CST 026 (Aj 


4 ANNIVERSARY — 20 YEARS OF HITS 
~ Tommy Wynette CBS 450 393-1 (C) 


GLEN CAMPBELL AT THE COUNTRY STORE 
Glen Campbell Country Store CST 004 A) 


CRYSTAL GAYLE AT THE COUNTRY STORE 
CrystolGoyle Country Store CST 008 (A). 


GLEN CAMPBELL ALBUM. K-tel NE 1341 {K) 
Glen Compbell C-CE2341 


JIM REEVES AT THE COUNTRY STORE 
Jim Reeves Country Store CST 021 (A) 


9 ; dow PARTON’S GREATEST HITS 
Dolly Parton RCA PL 84422 (R} 


TO 10 THE VERY BEST OF DOLLY PARTON 
Dolly Parton RCA PL 89007 (8) 


certification for sales of 500,000 units. & RIAA certification for sales of 1 million units, with each additional million indicated by a 


numeral following the symbol. *CBS Records and PolyGram Records do not issue a suggested list price for their product. 


=| 


2 WKS. AGO 
WKS. ON CH: 


ARTIST 


THIS WEEK 
LAST WEEK 


: 


GEORGE STRAIT mca 5913 (coy 
THE JUDDS rca/curs 5916-1 /RCA (CD) 


Compiled from a national sample of retail store 
and one-stop sales reports. 


LABEL & NUMBER) DISTRIBUTING LABEL (SUG LIST PRICE)* 


* x NO.1 & & 
6 weeks at No. One OCEAN FRONT PROPERTY 


TITLE 


HEART LAND 


©)» 


EMMYLOU HARRIS, DOLLY PARTON, LINDA RONSTADT @ warner gros. 1-25491 TRIO 


HANK WILLIAMS, JR. warNer/CURB 1-25538/WARNER BROS. (CD) HANK "LIVE" 


GEORGE JONES epic 40413 
RESTLESS HEART fc 5648 (co) 


elalal|eHloalrngo 


RANDY TRAVIS 4 warner BROS. 1.25435 (8.98) (CO) 


STORMS OF LIFE 
WINE COLORED ROSES 
WHEELS 


DWIGHT YOAKAM @ 
REPRISE 2537 2/WARNER BROS. (8.98; 


GUITARS, CADILLACS, ETC., ETC. 


SWEETHEARTS OF THE RODEO 


REBA MCENTIRE mca 5807 (co) 


THE O'KANES 
WHAT AM GONNA DO ABOUT YOU 


ALABAMA 4 fa 5649.18 (CD) 


THE TOUCH 


LARRY GATLIN AND THE GATLIN BROTHERS covumaia 40431 PARTNERS 


STEVE EARLE mca 5713 (8.98) (co) 


GUITAR TOWN 


LYLE LOVETT mca/curs 5748/MCA 


OAK RIDGE BOYS mca 5945 


EARL THOMAS CONLEY rca 5619-1-8 (CO) 


LYLE LOVETT 
TOO MANY TIMES 


WHERE THE FAST LANE ENDS 


KATHY MATTEA mercury 830 405-1 /POLYGRAM (CD) 


WALK THE WAY THE WIND BLOWS 


WAYLON JENNINGS mca 5911 (co) 


HANGIN’ TOUGH 


Reduced-Cut 
Albums 
Will Yield 
Greater 
Number Of 


Singles Say 


NASHVILLE RCA Records’ deci- 
sion to trim its albums from the 
standard 10 cuts to nine (Billboard, 
April 4) may turn out to be less dam- 
aging to songwriters and publishers 
than it first seemed to be. A source 
at RCA says that most of the label’s 
albums will yield four singles in- 
stead of the average two or three 
now being pulled from country LPs. 


This means that what writers and 
publishers lose in mechanical} in- 
come from the reduced cuts may be 
made up for in increased perfor- 
mance income from the extra sin- 
gles. 


A survey of recent and current 
RCA albums substantiates the 
claim of more singles. Among the 
LPs that have had four singles are 
those by the Judds, Pake McEntire, 
Ronnie Milsap, and Vince Gill. Keith 
Whitley and Juice Newton’s current 
albums have each produced five sin- 
gles. 


A poll of the other major labels in- 
dicates that RCA is maintaining the 
highest singles average. 


Terry Choate, Capitol/EMI 
America director of a&r for the na- 
tional division, reports, ‘We're still 
averaging three singles.” The exec- 
utive indicates that there are four 
from Tanya Tucker’s current al- 
bum. Because Don Williams has cut 
back on touring and recording, the 
label wants to extend the life of his 
album by releasing five singles, ac- 
cording to Choate. 


Steve Buckingham, director of 
a&r at Columbia/Epic, says, “Our 
guideline is to get three singles 
from each album.” He notes, how- 
ever, that the eight-cut album from 
Sweethearts Of The Rodeo has had 
four singles and that there will be 
an equal number from the 10-cut 
project of newcomer Ricky Van 
Shelton. 


Ai Warner Bros., the average is 
also three per album, according to 
Nick Hunter, senior vice president 
of sales and promotion. He also 
points out that the number can vary 
greatly, noting that only one single 
came from the most recent Forester 
Sisters album while four were 
pulled from Randy Travis’ debut. 


MCA Records reports releasing 
two to four singles per album. 
Frank Leffel, national country pro- 
motion director at Mercury, says, 
“We would hate to get less than 
three an album.” Leffel estimates 
the label average is “three or four.”” 


While publishers lament the re- 
duction in album cuts by RCA, they 
do applaud the enhanced prospects 
for singles. Henry Hurt, VP and 
general manager of Chappell Inter- 


SAWYER BROWN capitot curs sT-12517/CAPITOL (CD) OUT GOIN’ CATTIN’ 
| 20 | KENNY ROGERS ca 5633 (co) THEY DON'T MAKE THEM LIKE THEY USED TO 


75 | THE JUDDS 4 rca/curs AHi1-7042/RCA (8.98) (CD) ROCKIN’ WITH THE RHYTHM 
14 | EDDY RAVEN aca5728.1.k 


RIGHT HAND MAN 

2 30 | 22 | 10 | THE BELLAMY BROTHERS mca/curs 5721/MCA (CD) COUNTRY RAP 
25 | 25 | 26 | 44 | T GRAHAM BROWN csprroi st 12487 (8.98) | TELL IT LIKE IT USED TO BE 
32. |} 33 THE STATLER BROTHERS mercury 422-826 782.1 M/POLYGRAM (cb) FOUR FOR THE SHOW 
Ea 31 GARY MORRIS warner BROS. 1.25438 PLAIN BROWN WRAPPER 
=| RICKY VAN SHELTON covumsia 40602 WILD EYED DREAM 
—_ ALABAMA & fica AHii.1-7170 (8.98) (CD) GREATEST HITS 
4 


JOHN CONLEE covumsia 40442 AMERICAN FACES 


song, says, “In my opinion, the mile- 
age that you get out of a song as a 
copyright is from the single. Album 
cuts are important for mechanical 
income, but the performance in- 
come that you get out of singles is 
what’s real important.” 


39051/IMCAC 39051 

GREENWOOD, Lee LOVE WILL FIND ITS WAY TO YOU MCA IMCA 
5770/IMCAC 5770 

HOWARD, Jan JAN HOWARD - THE DOT SERIES MCA IMCA 
39030/IMCAC 39030 

HUSKY, Ferlin FERLIN HUSKY - THE DOT SERIES MCA IMCA 
39077/IMCAC 39077 

LONG RYDERS, The 10-5-60 Zippo/Demon ZANE 004/-Mini 

LP 

M.F.Q. MOONLIGHT SERENADE Off Beat WIK 55/- 

TUBB, Justin JUSTIN TUBB - THE DOT SERIES MCA IMCA 39032. 
WIPERS, The IS THIS REAL? Weird Systems WS 024/- 


Hurt explains that Chappell does 
not cross-collateralize its writers’ 
advances against their performance 
income, however, and still relies on 
mechanicals to recoup these ex- 
penses. He says, “I would think 
[RCA’s cutback] would be more 
drastic if they weren’t going toward 
more singles.” 


Reproduced Courtesy Of Billboard Publications Inc. 


Welk Music national division 
manager Bob Kirsch says, ‘“Obvi- 
ously this reduction is not some- 
thing publishers are jumping up and 
down in great glee over, but I cer- 
tainly understand the record label's 
point of view.” 


UPDATE 
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BY PETE SMITH 


@ Since last month I've been 
taking a look at a variety of 
singles that have come my way 
in recent weeks. Great to see 
the interest in my alltime 
favourite lady singer Patsy 
Cline. Channel 4’s “A to Z of 
Country Music” has helped no 
end, especially the 
Communards who performed a 
great cover of one of the Cline’s 
lesser known songs. More well 
known is “Crazy” which 
together with “Walking After 
Midnight" is released by MCA. 
Steve Earle is awarded a 
second single from his 
acclaimed “Guitar Town” 
album. The sides are “Fearless 
Heart” and “Little Rock & 
Roller” (MCA) 


Caglow Mac & Kitty Willow are 
a couple of American exiles 
who seem to spend most of 
their time in the U.K. these 
days. Over the past nalf dozen 
years the duo have released a 
number of singles with limited 
success, but the new one “Lets 
Play Love"/"Baby, I'm Ashamed 
Of You” (Medical Records), 
seems to be the one they've 
been looking for. The single is 
currently climbing the Cashbox 
100 singles chart, and an album 
should be released shortly. 


| received a couple of singles 
from an Irish duo named the 
Braniffs. This twosome 
apparently only perform Jimmie 
Rodgers material, but in a 
slightly updated fashion, a sort 
of Everly Brothers sing Jimmie 
Rodgers, and that can't be bad. 
| really enjoyed “Why Should | 
Be Lonely”/“Waiting For A 
Train” (Mint) and “Daddy & 
Home”/“Hobo Bill” (Happy 
Shack). The Braniffs are well 
respected for their work and 
have played Jimmie Rodgers 
memorial events in the States. 


Tony Lord is a singer from 
Cumbria who has taken the 
trouble (and expended the 
bread) to record a single. Tony 
has a pleasant voice but | think 
he could have been a little more 
daring with his material. Buffy 
Sainte-Marie’s “I'm Gonna Be A 


Country Boy Again” and Bob 
McDill’s “It Must Be Love” are 
straight from the Country Music 
Hall Of Lollipops. But Tony 
must know what he’s doing 
though. Maybe they are concert 
favourites destined for healthy 
sales at Lord gigs? 


T. Graham Brown has an 
excellent single on the Capitol 
label. “Say When” and “She's 
Mine” are culled from the 
excellent album “I Tell It Like It 
Used To Be”. I'm afraid | can't 
say much about “A Song I'd 
Like To Sing"/“Country 
Sunshine” (Catcus) “The 
Sounds Of Alan Country Style” 
for me Alan, (if that’s his name) 
hasn't a very strong voice and 
his instrumental ability (he 
plays all the instruments) 
seemed limited. 


® Tammy Wynette's “Alive & 
Well”/“I'll Be Thinking Of You” 
(Epic) is typical Tammy fare - 
heartbreak etc - but should be a 
strong seller. Canadian thrush, 
Tia Hofgraff, has a bright future 
ahead if she can maintain the 
standard on “Forget Me Not” 
(Tri-Tam). 


®@ From country to rockabilly to 
rock ‘n’ roll legend, thats Gene 
Vincent. After Gene’s hits dried 
up in America, he moved to 
England where he settled , 
married and became a 
European cult figure for a few 
years. Vincent's heavy drinking 
and erratic behaviour caused 
his marriage to break down and 
he returned to the States. In 
1966 Gene persuaded Dave 
Burgess, manager of Challenge 
Records, to give him another 
recording chance. Dave agreed 
only if he had total control of 
material. Burgess saw Gene 
returning to his country roots, 
but blending in a little 
rockabilly and a slice of rock ‘n’ 
roll. The first session, on June 
15th, 1966, featured Glen 
Campbell on the four cuts; 
“Bird Doggin”, “Ain't That Too 
Much”, “I've Got My Eyes On 
You” and the Carl Belew hit, 
“Lonely Street”. A further two 
sessions in 1966 produced 


“Love Is A Bird”, “Hurtin' For 
You Baby”, “Poor Man's 
Prison", “Born To Be A Rolling 
Stone”,A beautiful version of 
“Hi Lili Hi Lo”, “I'm A 
Lonesome Fugitive”, the Merle 
Haggard classic, “Words And 
Music”, “Am | That Easy To 
Forget”. All these Challenge 
recordings can now be found 
on one album, “Lonesome 
Fugitive” (Magnum Force). 
Sitting, listening closely to this 
album, | cannot help but 
wonder If Gene had survived 
and turned to country what an 
impact he would have made? 


®@ Now | know | may bore you 
from time to time, by recalling 
the late, lamented British 
country band Mustang. | make 
no apologies for this, in my 
opinion they were probably the 
best this country has yet had to 
offer. | had the pleasure 
recently of almost seeing 
Mustang again. Let me explain. 
Phil Lloyd formed his Shack 
Band after Mustang disbanded. 
A few months ago, Scott Foster 
joined, fifty per cent there. 
Recently, due to personal 
problems, bass man Ken 
Durrans had to take a 
sabbatical and his replacement 
was Peter Kane. Therefore the 
Shack Band became three 
quarters Mustang ... 


® Country cares! Back in 
February, South Yorkshire bass 
man Colin Smith, died, aged 38 
Three tribute concerts were 
arranged for March/April, all 
proceeds to Pauline, Colin's 
widow. Not only that. Tony 
Harper, who runs his own 
studio in Rotherham, compiled 
a cassette featuring local talent 
Mick Conlin Band, Pete Jones 
Outfit, Chisum, Wayne Vincent 
Sound, Chuck Fowler, Dennis 
Smith, Tony Harper, John 
Lowndes Band, Martin 
Tozeland and Dizzy Spells. The 
tape is now available at a cost 
of £3 all profits are to be 
donated to the Colin Smith 
Fund. 


® Speaking of Mick Conlin. | 
hear that his band’s performing 
at the Tammy Wynette Fan 
Club Dinner (May 23) at the 
Royal Garden Hotel, 
Kensington. Mick and his boys 
will also be touring with Leapy 
Lee, Miki and Griff and maybe, 
Janie Fricke? 


® MCA (UK) have released that 
fine Margot Smith album, “The 
Best Of The Tennessee 
Yodeler”. Originally on 
Burmuda Dunes Records, the 
album has generated a lot of 
interest and was probably the 
subject of more Country 
Questions Mail than any other 
L.P. ... Incidentally Krystina 
Sage has asked me to mention 
that the Kristofferson Fan Club 
is located at “Pinetops” 203, 
Finchamstead Road, 
Wokingham, Berks RG11 3HS 


@ There's some interesting 
club venue tours coming up in 
the next few months. From 
Alabama, Jerry Arhelger & St. 
Louis Union (May/June), from 
Nashville, Becky Hobbs & her 
Band (June/July), from North 
Carolina, Carlton Moody & The 
Moody Brothers (Aug), from 
Nashville, Mark Moseley & 
Marie Lester with the Ben Rees 
Band (Sept/Oct), from Texas, 
Lore & The Ledgends 
(Sept/Oct), from Canada, Sean 
Carson Band, with Grant 
Carson (Oct/Nov), from 
Nashville, Marvin Rainwater 
with Jon Derek & Country 
Fever (Oct/Nov) and the 
Tompall Glaser Band 
(Oct/Nov). 


@ | was impressed by the 
Canadian five piece, Alibi. Their 
latest single, “It Only Hurts 
When | Cry” (Comstock) is 
climbing up the Cashbox 100 
and picking up critical acclaim 


SWE SERS 


= 


46 Victoria Road, Quarry Bank, West Midlands DY5 1DD 


Our Peavey Project One P.A. System 
is exclusively providing the sound 
reinforcement at this years Fabulous 
Country Music Round Up 
Easter Weekend House Party 


For further details/prices of our 


services ring 


Mike Hamblett NOW on (0384) 61539 


throughout the United States. 
Alibi is John Redekop (lead 
vocals, guitars), Dave Clow 


(lead vocals, lead guitar), Joe ~ 


Vorhes (lead vocals, keyboards, 
banjo, harp), Reid Barton 
(vocals, bass) and Larry 
MacDougall (drums, 
percussion). Watch out for 
Alibi. They’re a name for the 
future. 


« Did you know ... Brian 
Nichols, drummer with Stu 
Page & Remuda, fell from his 
motorcycle at the end of 


February and chipped his spine. 


Thankfully, Bri is now 
recovered and making sweet 
country music. 


@ Firewater, the Essex based 
four piece, again claim the 
“Band Of The Year” title at the 
Hayriders CMC in Hemel 
Hempstead. This is the first 
time that any group have 
claimed this award two years in 
a row. 


“Advertisements are 
published on the 


understanding that 
they are truthful, legal, 
decent and honest and 
in the interests of our 
readership. 


A great deal of care is 
expended by this 
newspaper to ensure 
that this is the case.” 


Wille COUNTY WOtGhs FILE 


Hafipy Birthday to Taurus and Gemini people Including: - 


SONNY JAMES (1st): R.C. BANNON & LARRY GATLIN (2nd): DAVE DUDLEY (3rd): STELLA PARTON (4th): TAMMY 
WYNETTE (5th): CHRIST HUNT (of Firewater) (6th): MITCH JAYNE (of the Dillards) & TERRY ALLEN (7th): LEW 
DEWITT (8th): HANK SNOW & RITCHIE FURAY (of Poco) (9th): BILLY SWAN (12th): JOHNNY WRIGHT (13th): 
EDDY ARNOLD (15th): JESSE WINCHESTER (17th): RODNEY DILLARD & JOE BONSALL (of the Oak Ridge Boys) 
(18th): MICKEY NEWBURY (19th): BILL REDIFF (of Firewater) (21st): MAC WISEMAN & SHELLEY WEST (23rd): 
ROSANNE CASH (24th): TOM T. HALL & JESSE COLTER (25th): HANK WILLIAMS JR (26th): KENNY PRICE & DON 
WILLIAMS (27th): JOHN FOGERTY & GARY STEWART (28th): JOHNNY GIMBLE (30th): JOHNNY PAYCHECK (31st). 
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® Whilst companies are churning out ultra modem country music, 
RCA bring us a little of the authentic stuff. | have nine albums worth 
of vault goodies for you this month. 


@ First of all that lovable giant, 
favourite of the Wembley 
crowds, Johnny Russell with 
“Mr. Entertainer” (NL 9000). 
Sixteen tracks spanning the 
period 1971 to 1977 and every 


sings 


One a good ‘un. “Leona”, “She eed 
Goes Walking Through My and 
Mind”, “She Burnt The Little Lies 


Roadside Tavern Down”, 
“Queen Of My Heart” and 
“Some Kind Of Woman” are 
just a few of them. 


® “Lullabys”, Legends & Lies” 
(NL 89998) is a re-issue of the 
1973 Bobby Bare album. | well 
remember the rave reviews this 
collection of 14 Shel Silverstein 
songs received when originally 
released. Fourteen years on it is 
still one hell of an album. 
Tracks include “Paul”, “Marie 
Laveau”, “The Mermaid”, 
“Rosalie’s Good Eats Cafe” and 
“The Winner”. 


@ Country favourites Willie 
Nelson “Style” (NL90006) is a 
collection of standards 
performed in an enjoyable jazzy 
style. You'll have heard these 
songs before, but not done like 
this. Tracks include “Columbus 
Stockade Blues”, “My Window 
Faces The South”, “San 
Antonio Rose”, and “Making 
Believe”. There are twelve 
songs altogether on this re- 
issue of a 1966 album. 


NOOOOO 


@ Skeeter Davis “Sings End Of 
The World” (NL 90001) also has 
a dozen tracks and these date 
from 1963. “Silver Threads & 
Golden Needles”, “Don't Let Me 
Cross Over”, “My Coloring 
Book” and “He Called Me 
Baby”, represent one third of a 
really enjoyable collection. 


@ By way of a change, there’s 
Bill Monroe & The Bluegrass 
Boys “The Father Of Bluegrass” 
(NL 90008). | suppose an 
alternative title could have been 
“Greatest Hits” for the twelve 
represented here have been 
extremely good for Bill. Tunes 
like “Six White Horses”, “Mule 
Skinner Blues”, “Katy Hill” and 
“In The Pines. First class 
bluegrass from 1962. 


®@ Charley Pride’s “The 
Country Way” emanates from 
1969 and yes, “Crystal 
Chandeliers” is among the 


dozen. But so are “Act 
Naturally”, “Does My Ring Hurt 
Your Finger", “Gone, On The 
Other Hand” and “I Threw 
Away The Rose”. Nobody sings 
‘em like Charley, The number is 
NL 89997. 


@ Whilst we're on the subject 
of song stylists, let us not 
forget Jim Reeves and “Girls | 
Have Known” (NL 89996). Jim 
wraps his warm velvet tones 
around a dozen ladies on this 
1958 re-issue. Girls include 
“Marie”, “Charmaine”, “Anna 
Marie”, “Linda”, and “Ramona”. 


a 
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RAILROAD MAN 
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@ Hank Snow has style, all of 
his own, although he admits to 
being greatly influenced by 
Jimmie Rogers. That influence 
is strong on “Railroad Man” (NL 
90003), a twelve tracker from 
1963. Naturally, all the songs 
deal with the subject of those 
steel rails and include such 
greats as “Pan American”, 
“Chattanooga Choo Choo”, 
“Ghost Trains” and “The Crazy 
Engineer”. 


@ Though | enjoy all these 
RCA re-issues | must admit I've 
saved my personal favourite till 
last. “Songs Of Billy Yank & 
Johnny Reb” (NL 89994) is a 
re-release of the 1961 Jimmie 
Driftwood classic. Jimmie is a 
folklorist and authority on the 
American mountain music. In 
the U.K. his reputation lies 
mainly in “The Battle Of New 
Orleans” and though he must 
have made a bundle out of the 
Johnny Horton and Lonnie 
Donegan hit recordings, it 
really is one of his weaker 
works. To emphasise this point 
| recommend you listen to “On 
Top Of Shiloh’s Hill”, “Rock Of 
Chickamauga", “I'm A Poor 
Rebel Soldier” and “Git Along 
Little Yearlings”. | believe this 
one is of historical importance 


.. See if you agree! 


® So there you have it. Nine 
excellent and varied re-issued 
albums and all priced in the 
mid range “Budget” bracket. 


@ Towards the end of the sixties, the country music establishment underwent a radical transformation. A proliferation of ‘New Breed’ singer/songwriters set Nashville on its 


heels and, from their midst, Kris Kristofferson emerged the undisputed Super Nova. Established country stars began to record his songs and had 
hits with them, others rode to fame on their strength. Asa direct result of Kris’ superior command of lyrics, many more fine writers suddenly 


found once tightly bolted doors wide and welcoming. The Nashville Underground had surfaced. 


@ Kristofferson’s raising had little similarity to the usual poor, uneducated 
country boy saga: his background was one of privilege, literacy and high 
education. Had his determination to become a successful songwriter not 
been so tenacious, he could have followed his Air Force Major General 
father into the security of a military career. But he rebelled, adopted a wild. 
boozy style of life and chose to suffer poverty for the sake of his art. 


@ Kristoffer Kristofferson was born in Brownsville. Texas and attended 
Pomona College at San Mateo, California. Already an aspiring writer, he 
won first four prizes in an Atlantic Monthly short story contest and, in 1958. 
was awarded a Rhodes Scholarship to study English Literature at Merton 
College, Oxford. 


@ While at Oxford, Kris had two novels rejected and began devoting more 
time to songwriting. which brought him to the attention of Tommy Steele’s 
manager. He was given a new identity. Kris Carson. and embarked ona 
short-lived career on the Soho Coffee bar scene billed as an authentic 
American rock ‘n’ roller. 


@ On receiving his English Literature degree, he returned to the States and 
married a former high school girlfriend, Fran Beir. With the birth of their 
daughter, Tracy, he enlisted in the Army out of financial necessity rather than 
asense of family duty. He detested regimentation, but loved flying and, after 
training, settled in Germany as a helicopter pilot. 


@ During his third year in Germany, Kris began writing and performing again 
and a friend suggested he sent some songs to a relative in Nashville, 
songwriter/publisher Marijohn Wilkin, so he did! He received a letter back 
from Marijohn inviting him to look her up when he got back home and. prior to 
taking a posting as an English Literature instructor at West Point, he spenta 
two-week leave in Nashville. 


@ That visitwas enough to prompthim to resign from the Army and move his 
family into a Nashville tenement. he took various jobs to scratch a living. He 
replaced Billy Swan as janitor at Columbia Studios (forging a friendship with 
Johnny Cash), tended bar in the Tally Ho Tavern and flew helicopters to 
offshore rigs in the Gulf... but decided eventually to give them all up to 
concentrate on full-time writing! 


@ His Wife and children, (increased by the birth of Kris Jr), left him. he was 
flat broke, but clearly those lean and hungry times resulted in some of his 
most inspired songs. 


@ Just as the security of construction work offered began to tempt him. 
Roger Miller took an interest in his material and recorded three Kristofferson 
songs! One, ‘Me and Bobby McGee’, went top-twenty on the country charts. 
Janis Joplin also cut the song, which, after her premature death, became a 
pop-chart million-seller...Fred Foster then signed Kris to record for his 
Monument label, but just as Kris had never seen himself as a military man. 
he didn’t consider himself a singer. but Foster had faith and the ball began to 
roll for Kris Kristofferson... 


@ The Words of ‘Me and Bobby McGee’, like all his best songs, reflected the 
carefree, booze sodden wildness of the Bohemian lifestyle he had adopted 
In turn, itwas the experience of that lifestyle which enabled him to write such 
evocative, moving and associable lyrics, and from the coal mines of 
Kentucky to the California sun (and beyond) Kristofferson was soon able to 
share the secrets of his soul with the multitudes who listened. 


@ By 1972 ‘Me and Bobby McGee’ had been recorded by over 50 different 
artists, other songs like ‘Help Me Make It Through The Night’, ‘For The Good 
Times’ and ‘Sunday Morning Coming Down’ were hits for country and pop 
stars alike, and his own run of excellent albums were achieving Gold status. 
He married Rita Coolidge, they recorded and toured both together and 
separately, and, with major awards pouring in to acknowledge his music, he 
took his first steps towards what has proved a successful movie career. 
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@ Acombination of these things and the new-found comforts of a secure life 
alienated him from street level reality, and, as a result many believed his 
writing had begun to sound increasingly forced, | thought sometimes to the 
point of pretentiousness, even irrelevance... There were still plenty of fine 
songs to be found on his albums, but, after he and Rita divorced, releases 
became less frequent and, when Monument Records folded in 1981, they 
dried up altogether. 


@ He appeared on ‘The Winning Hand’ with Willie Nelson, Dolly Parton and 
Brenda Lee in 1982, which was an abortive attempt to refloat Monument, 


KRIS KRISTOFFERSON self-propaganda: a political 
REPOSSESSED platform to unveil a manifesto 
Mercury/Phonogram MERH 103 motivated toward ensconsing yet 


MEAN OLD MAN: SHIPWRECKED IN THE 
EIGHTIES: THEY KILLED HIM: WHAT ABOUT 
ME: EL GAVILAN (THE HAWK): EL COYOTE: 
ANTHEM ‘84: THE HEART: THIS OLD ROAD: 
LOVE IS THE WAY. 

The title, it is assumed, indicates 
Kris’ motivation to write potent 
songs with substantially pertinent 
lyrics has returned. Whether the 
incentive is wholly sincere, or 
merely a prententious act of 
impassioned social conscience is 
difficult to determine, but only the 
hardest bitten cynic would accuse 
Kris of using music as a means of 


another actor in the White House... 
In my opinion, Kris Kristofferson is 
one of America’s national 
treasures. As aperson, heisnowa 
folk hero, the great American 
dream personnified. As a writer 
and interpreter of his own music 
(he could never be termed a singer 
in a real sense, but his intonation 
and intimate understanding of the 
words are second to none), he 
brought perceptible intelligence to 
a form once considered 
insignificant outside hickdom. 


Rais ma 


Y 


and joined Willie, Johnny Cash and Waylon Jennings two years ago for 
‘Highwayman’, but no solo records had appeared since 1981’s ‘To The 
Bone’. Kris, it seemed, had forsaken recording for the bright lights of 
Hollywood, content to relax in movie star splendour at the Malibu hideaway 
he shared with new wife Liza and baby son Jesse. 


@ Earlier this year, however, Kris signed with Mercury/Phonogram Records 
and now breaks that six-year silence with the release of a long-overdue 
album, featuring ten brand new, self penned songs... 


Recurring themes inhabit these 
songs, crossing from one to the 
other in a way that ties each 
successive track inextricably to its 
predecessor. The wording, of 
course, is cleverly constructed, 
but while meanings are not 
blatantly spelt out and may seem 
ambiguous to the superficial 
listener, simple enough to be 
understood. Of course, it is 
possible that Kris wrote the songs 
with dual purposes and that his 
interpretation may not be as literal 
as it seems. But the essence 
throughout seems to focus on the 
futility of war; the anger loss brings; 


Pete Coffey 


the theory that religion reveals 
truth; and the glorification of 
rebellion in the context that freedom 
of thought and spirit are all 
important. 


Whether Kris has been 
‘Repossessed’ with the same 
intensity that oozed from his first 
three albums is a matter of 
contention, but, while it takes a few 
plays to sink in, this is probably the 
closest he is ever going to come 
now, and it'll do. Kris Kristofferson 
for President! 


——T RAK KEK 


@ Dolly Parton. Linda Ronstadt 
and Emmylou Harris first came 
together out of mutual admiration 
for each other's individual talents 
and. as their friendship grew. so did 
the realization that they were 
destined to sing together. Dolly and 
Emmylou sounded remarkably 
similar. while Linda's powerful 
voice complemented them 
perfectly. the naturai harmonic 
beauty of which was publicly 
unveiied in a thirty-minute spot on 
the syndicate televison show 
hosted by Dolly. 


@ Emmylou commented at the 
time, ‘Dolly and Linda and | have 
talked about doing this for nearly a 
year and this is the first time we've 
been able to get our schedules 
together. It’s really like fulfilling a 
dream’. 


@ Although they quested on each 
other's records occasionally. the 
truly logical progression of that 
dream was to undertake a joint 
venture and. Emmylou recalls. 
‘Dolly came up with the idea of the 
three of us doing an album’. After 
formative discussions at Dolly's 
Nashville home during January 
1978. they commenced recording 
with the Hot Band in the Los 
Angeles studio of Emmylou’s 


husband at the time. Brian Ahern. 
who produced the album for 
Elektra/Asylum. Despite an 
elaborate blanket of secrecy. word 
of the project leaked and the album 


was heralded with a flood of eager 
anticipation. but nothing was ever 
released, 


@ Since then, rumours of an 
imminent release have been rife 
and although the threesome have 
often voiced a desire to get 
together again, they’ve been 


foiled by individual career 
demands, until now - some eight 
years on. 


TRIO 
Warner Brothers 925 491-1 


THE PAIN OF LOVING YOU: MAKING 
PLANS: TO KNOW HIM IS TO LOVE HIM: 
HOBO'S MEDITATION: WILD FLOWERS: 
TELLING ME LIES: MY DEAR COMPANION: 
THOSE MEMORIES OF YOU: I'VE HAD 
ENOUGH: ROSEWOOD CASKET: FARTHER 


Pete Coffey 


While only two of the songs on this 
excellent album actually are 
traditional. it is steeped in roots 
authenticity and. whether the 
emphasis is on lead vocals with 
harmony back-up or equally 
shared close harmony. every 
utterance is totally exquisite. 


The star-studded picking is as 
magnificent as the singing, based 
around a mostly acoustic nucleus 
of Albert Lee. David Lindley. Mark 
O'Connor. Russ Kunkel and Kenny 
Edwards, with outstanding 
contributions from Ry Cooder. 
John Starling. Steve Fishell, Herb 
Pederson and Leland Sklar (a truly 
formidable assembly of great 
talents). 


Although ‘To Know Him Is To Love 
Him’ (lifted as a single). originally a 
late-fifties teen opus of little 
substance. marked the beginning 
of over-produced multi-tracking 
and the decline of real feeling in 
music, the folksy treatment here 
has far greater credibility. Paying 
less homage to old ways are a 
couple of Ronstadt-led tracks. 
which. with more instrumental 
presence and the addition of 
orchestration. sound far more 
contemporary. while the magic she 
achieves on Jimmie Rodgers’ 


TRIO — 


ABU 
REVIEW) 


‘Hobo's Meditation’ evokes happy 
memories of a Linda who is now it 
seems Sadly lost to us 


Dolly Parton is more profoundly 
rooted than at any time in previous 
memory. turning in some 
measurably great performances. 
and if she were to retain even a 
modicum of the earthy spirit 
achieved here for her solo 
recordings. they would benefit 
enormously. Emmylou, on the 
other hand, is her usual self. which 
needs no improvement 
whatsoever. Her contributions are 
a delight throughout. It has been 
well worth the wait and Trio 
exceeds even the greatest 
expectations. On paper. this album 
didn't really appeal to me. On 
record, | can't get enough of it. 


®@ The early part of any year always sees me busy with many projects and 
this year was no different, but although | have been featuring less than 
usual in this publication, it’s been three months of the year that have 
probably been as active as far as Country Music is concerned than any | 
can remember ... and most of the interest has stemmed from the current 
New Country ‘87 campaign. 


® Most of the product on offer 
have been well covered in this 
paper, so | won't mention them 
here, but, in my opinion there 
must now be back-up i.e., 
personal appearances by the 
artist if they are to make any 
impact on the mass media and 
through them to a far larger 
audience ... The validity of this 
statement, was proved by Ricky 
Skaggs last year when he made 
a TV special, a live album and 
received a lot of national and 
local media exposure ... 
lronically Skaggs probably lost 
a lot of money in the process as 
he was ‘Hot' at the time in the 
States. 


@ The first of the “new 
traditionalists” artists to go 
back to the roots of the music 
but who have tried to keep all 
the best parts, whilst giving it a 
1980's treatment. Skaggs has 
announced he will do follow-up 
shows this year plus of course 
he now has a series of radio 
programmes called “Hit it 
Boys’. (BBC Radio 2) 


®@ Further proof of the benefits 
of live promotion was the effect 
that The Judds had when they 
appeared, almost blanket media 
coverage hopefully this will be 
reflected in album sales, and 
have a knock-on effect with a 
mini-tour later this year!? 


® Where T. Graham Brown 
falls’ I’m still not quite sure and 
| think he’s confused his record 
label in Britian as well. His 
album “I Tell It Like It Used To 
Be”, is probably my favourite of 
those being used in the 
frontline of the campaign, 
which says a lot because the 
overall quality is much higher 
than last year. (T.) or if you 
prefer, Tony was in London 
earlier this year not to perform, 


but purely for PR. There has 
been some talk of trying to get 
him as support on the bill to 
“Tina Turner” in June. Not too 
surprising, as Tony, (when 
pressed) will concede that he is 
basically an r ‘n’ b singer being 
billed as country in the States. 


@ An excellent performer (I 
have seen him twice in 
America) Graham T. has a lot 
of soul and country mixed with 
expressive R & B sound but 
listen to “Il Wish That | Could 
Hurt That Way Again” and his 
own composition “Hell And 
High Water” these excellent 
songs are very very country. So 
if he gets the right exposure he 
could be the “dark horse” of the 
pack who makes it big! (If he 
doesn’t get the exposure he will 
probably die without trace). 
Either way | advise 
contemporary country fans to 
buy this excellent album. 


life on the “alge” 


@ Steve Earle represents a 
type of music they are now 
calling “new edge” in the 
States. | prefer “hard”edge 
because the music is full of 
energy and with biting lyrics, 
but Steve insists he is “as 
country as dirt” and in the 
States it is the country stations, 
not the rock ones, that are 
playing his records. | still think 
the record company by aiming 
at both rock & country has it 
right for Britain, for like the 
Indians, | have reservations 
about him and the hard core 
British country audience! ... | 
caught Steve's show at 
Dingwalls, which is “the ” 
London promotional rock 
venue! The crowd is basically 
young and loud, much like 
Steve’s superb band, The Dukes... 


@ Dingwalls was originally a 
railway arch, its long and 
narrow and the large crowd 
paid £5 a head for a show that 
started at 11.30 p.m. with Guitar 
Town. It was loud, it was high 
energy, it was tiring, it was hard 
and it was basically rock much 
too tight to be described as 
rockabilly ... Sure later on they 
used a steel guitar, (a lot) even 
a mandolin, but those lead 
guitars, the keyboard complex 
and that solid driving bass and 
drums simply drove the music 
relentlessly on as they broke 
more guitar strings than 
politicians break promises! 


@ |t was almost a wall of 
sound, as you walked towards it 
... like physically being hit by 
something, but the crowd 
wanted it louder! “We Like it 
LOUD!" they were all shouting. 
Earle screamed back: “So do 
we, we'll play it as LOUD as we 
can, just as long as you can 
hear the words!” 


®@ He had a bandera on his 
wrist and all the band had 
towels at hand to wipe the 
sweat, as the temperature rose 
... In no time Earle’s shirt was 
totally drenched, his shoulder- 
length hair hung wet and dank 
around his face and whatever 
you thought of his music, no 
one could deny that he was 
giving his all ... as you watch 
him you realise that here is a 
man who is playing exactly 
what he wants to play. The Way 
He Wants To Play ... At one 
time he looked on in admiration 
as one of his sidemen hit some 
amazing licks, then screamed: 
“Eat your heart out Yoakam!” 
The man knows he is lucky in 
being paid to do something he 
obviously enjoys so much ... 
He’s back next month so you 
could get a chance to decide 
for yourself. 


BY MICK GREEN——— 


Caught socializing at a cocktail reception celebrating the Judds’ premiere at the London Palladium are, from left, Bob 
Kaminsky, Ken Stilts, the Judds’ manager, Naomi Judd; Judi Pofsky, senior vice president television for the Jim Halsey 
Co.; Wynonna Judd; Joe Galante, executive vice president and general manager of RCA Records, Nashville. 


Earle’s A Pearl. MCA Nashville and Steve Earle, center, celebrate Earle’s first 
No. 1 album “Guitar Town.” Pictured at the party are, from left, Jimmy Bowen, 


president MCA Records, Nashville; Emory Gordy, Jr., producer; Steve Earle 


Harry Stinson, Earle’s drummer; Tony Brown, vice president a&r MCA, Nashville 


Vhe Rest Of the 


Calmipaligin 


@ The other acts have yet to 
put in personal appearances in 
Europe but it is on the cards 
that the O’Kanes will be here 
soon. They're the only act in 
the “campaign” | have not seen 
so | shall look forward to that. 
Certainly their “new- 
traditionalist” album really 


knocked me out ... Male Judds? 
Don Williamish? I'm convinced 
they'll be a hit with British 
country music fans and beyond 
... Currently going over big 
stateside Dan Seals is due to 
appear at this years 
Peterborough Country Music 
festival and there is word that 
Randy Travis could make it 
here in the Autumn. However as 
of yet there's no news ofa 
Reba McEntire British Country 
Debut! 


® The CMA, supported by 
major record companies, 
promised a full “New” 
campaign and it's so far so 
good. The acts are basically 
“New” to the British audience, 
certainly some of the artists’ 
idea of country is also “New”. 


So they do need personal 

appearances to tie in with what 
has been a generally excellent 
selection of Recorded product. 


® John Prine makes an all 
too rare visit to the UK in 
May. The Illinois-born 


singer/songwriter, who now 
lives and works in Nashville, 
plays two dates at London's 
Mean Fiddler on Friday 22 
and Saturday 23. 


Oo 


STOP PRESS! 
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@ Miss C. Wells of Worksop 
asks for the birthdate of John 
Schneider and has John a fan 
club? 


A. John was born in New 
York on 8 April, 1954. His fan 
club address is PO Box 720453, 
Atlanta, Georgia 30358. John’s 
current album is “Take The 
Long Way Home” (MCA MCF 
3348), also available on 
cassette. 


ed 


® P. Jackson of Northants asks 
where can he get information 
about the “Grand Ole Opry” 
and where he can obtain 
photos of the Opry stars. 


A. There are three or 

four excellent books packed 
with information about the 
Opry, all containing photos. Try 
writing to Family Books, 

Station Road, Keynsham, 
Bristol BS18 2BH. If you require 
glossy photos, try our (Photo) 
advertisers for pics of Opry 
stars who have appeared at 
Wembley or Peterborough. 
Then of course you could 
always write to the Country 
Music Hall Of Fame & Museum, 
4 Music Square East, Nashville, 
Tennessee 37203 


a 


® Graham Larkbey of London 
was concerned to see no 
mention of Gail Davies in 
February's “Who's on what 
label” and asks if the lady has a 
label to record for. 


A. I'm afraid it appears 

that at the moment, Gail is 
without a record deal. Don’t 
worry though. A talent such as 
hers will not be free for long. 


ee 


®@ keith England of Gloucester 
is a “dedicated” Crystal Gayle 
fan. Keith asks for Crystal's fan 
club address and asks if there’s 
any chance she will be coming 
to the U.K. 


A. Write to c/o Gayle 
Enterprises, 51 Music Square 
East Nashville, Tennessee 
37212. By the time you read 
this, Crystal may well have paid 
a call to Britain but anyway, 
there’s a strong possibility that 
The Kruger Organisation will 
bring her over for a short tour. | 
assume you have Crystal's 
current album, “Straight To The 
Heart” (Warners 25405 - 1) also 
available on cassette. 


a ee oY 


@ Mrs. R. Marsham of Norfolk 
thinks Daniel O'Donnell is 

bootiful and asks for some info 
and the address of his fan club. 


A. From Donegal, Daniel 

is the brother of top Irish 
thrush, Margo. He dropped his 
original plans to study 
commerce in favour of joining 
his sister's band as guitarist, an 
instrument which, incidentally, 
he couldn't play. An 
opportunity to sing a couple of 
duets with Margo gave him the 
break he needed. You can write 
to Daniel c/o Ritz Records, 7 
Garrick Street, Convent 
Garden, London WC2E 9AR. 
Don’t forget to mention you 
read it in CMRU. 


a 


®@ Christine Court of Milton 
Keynes asks if there is a Kris 
Kristofferson fan club. 


A. There certainly is 
Christine. Write to Krystina 
Sage, Pinetops, 203 
Finchampstead Road, 
Wokingham, Berks. 3GII 3HS. | 
can recommend Kris’s new 
album/cassette “Repossessed” 
(Mercury MERH 103) and single 
“El Coyote”/“Love Is The 

Way" (MER 242) 


ee 


®@ Seems M. Cooper of Suffolk 
recently brought an album by 
The Smithereens and would like 
to know more about the band. 


A. I'm afraid | can’t help 

you on this John. Maybe our 
friends can. John appreciates 
our coverage of “alternative” or 
“fringe” country artists and 
makes the astute observation 
that Juice Newton of late got a 
reputation as a rocker but is 
never featured in rock mags. It's 
a good point John and goes a 
long way to prove what I've said 
for a long time - country fans 
are not as closed minded as 
many say - but maybe rock fans 
are! Keep listening to Suzanne 
Vega and The Cure, there's 
more country in them than in 
some of the albums coming out 
of Nashville these days. 


ee a ee 


@ Barry F. King of Hull poses a 
strange one. Barry is trying to 
trace a song believed to be 
called “Holiday In Waiikiki”, 
written by one of the Kinks 
(Ray Davies?) and intended for 
Elvis. The song is similar to 
“U.S.Male”. 


A. I've read up in-depth 

on the Kinks but can find no 
reference to this particular 
song. Maybe someone out there 
can help? 


® And talking of strange 


questions, Mrs. Penfold of 
Southwick, asks if we know of 


anywhere in Britain, Canada or 
the U.S., where she might 
obtain a pair of tan cowboy 
boots, size 14 mens. 


A. | really feel a Heel 


about not being able to answer 


this one Mrs.P. and I've done a 
lot of Sole searching, but still 
no success. Somebody out 
there - Help! 


@ Jaida Rigel-d'Lacey of 


Leicester is anxious to obtain 
copies of early Lore (of the 


Legends) recordings; “Billy The 
Kid” (MCA 1725), “Hello Texas” 


(MCA S451726), both by 
Bandera, “Saying Goodbye To 
The West” (IRDA 380) and the 


album “Bandera Knights” (MCA 


5190) 


A. Apparently even Lore 
doesn't know where these 
recordings can be obtained, so 
it's up to anyone out there who 
may have them for disposal or 
keeping searching the “cut out” 
racks. 


ee ee 


® Geoff James of Chesterfield 
has been watching a video 
called “Hotel Hell” and is 
interested to know of a singer 
called Kregg Nance, who 
performed “You're Eating Out 
My Heart & Soul”. 


A. | have put the video 

on order so that | can hear for 
myself Geoff. The name sounds 
like a pseudonym to me. Maybe 
an answer next month. 


ee od 


@ mrs J. Bell of 
Gloucestershire wants to know 
the fan club addresses for 
Charley Pride and Jerry Lee 
Lewis. Also is Jerry Lee to tour 
Britain in the near future? 


A. Charley Pride Fan 

Club, Box 30507, Dallas, Texas 
75230. Jerry Lee Lewis UK Fan 
Club, Colin Phillips, PO Box 20 
Sutton, Surrey. At the time of 
writing, | have no knowledge of 
a Full J.L.L. tour but he has 
been doing odd concerts 
following “Wembley” 


ed 


® Valerie Street of Devon is 
still after the address of Don 
McLean's fan club. 


A. Valerie, we never give 
up. | have put feelers out in 
America, but so far the replies 
are that there’s no trace of a 
genuine fan club. We'll keep 
trying my love. 


a 


@ Before we get onto those 
outstanding teasers | need a 
little extra help. Because of an 
accident in my office, certain of 
my files have been destroyed, 
particularly my letters file. Will 
Bill Husband, my Albert Lee 
authority, please contact me, 
also the reader who wanted a 
copy of “Expressions” by 
American Express and the lady 
who wanted news about Marie 
Osmond's wedding pictures.... 


OK we are still looking for: a 
song from the 40s/50s 
containing the line “I’m the son 
of a sailor and the sea’s in my 
blood”, current news on Rose 
Brennan/Sye Terry/Diane 
Pfiefer and songwriter, Steve 
Rhymer. Does anyone know the 
current status of Karla Bonoff? 
My thanks to Vernon Kelly of 
Derry City, Susan Racher of 
Newport Pagnell and Eric Coley 
of Oswaldtwistle. Your 
assistance of late is very much 
appreciated. 


ANTONY BISHOP in association with STUART MARSH presents 


INTERNATIONAL SINGER SONGWRITER 


AYMOND FROGGATT 


WITH SPECIAL GUESTS — 


THE DUFFY BROTHERS 
THE RAYMOND FROGGATT BAND 
SPILL THE BEANS and ROMANY WAY 


APRIL 


Saturday Jersey Opera House 
Sunday Jersey Opera House 
Friday Blackpool Operate 
Saturday 

Sunday 


BOX OFFICE 
NUMBERS 


077221721 
0624 28855 


Cardiff St. David's Hall 
Llandudno Arcadia Theatre 
Wednesday Liverpool Empire 
Thursday Manchester Apolio 
Sunday Southsea Kings Theatre 


0222371236 
049279771 
051709 1555 
0612733775 
0705 828282 
or811411 
031557 2590 
042251156 
0302 62523 


Playhouse 
Civic Theatre 
Odeon Theatre 
(Formerly Gaumont) 
Saturday Oxford Apollo 

Sunday Glasgow Pavilion 
Wednesday 27th Ipswich Gaumont 

Thursday 28th Bristol Hippodrome 

Friday § 291 Sunderland Empire Theatre 
Saturday *. 30th: Birmingham Odeon 


Saturday Edinburgh 
Thursday Halifax 
Friday Doncaster 


0865 244544 
041332 1846 
047353641 
0272299444 
0783 42517 
0216436101 
Credit Cards 021-643 2040 
Sponsored by 

SILVER All shows commence 7.45 p.m. 


Except Llandudno 8.00 p.m. 
AR wake SC OUIECLY and Jersey ee 5) 8.30 p.m. 
TICKETS: £3.50 — £4.50 — £5.50 


(Reductions available) 
Tickets obtainable from Box Offices or Local Agents 
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Wake-up Call. Western swing group Asleep At The Wheel recently signed with 
CBS Records, Nashville. Pictured following the signing are, front from left, Larry 
Hamby, vice president a&r CBS, Nashville; Rick Blackburn, senior vice president 
and general manager CBS Nashville; Ray Benson of Asleep At The Wheel; back 
row from left, Joe Casey, vice president national promotion CBS, Nashville; and 
Roy Wunsch, vice president marketing CBS Nashville. 


ose . 


Poe 


A TEX WITHERS 
TRUST FUND 


A trust fund has been created for 
the Children of the late British 
country music entertainer 

Tex Withers. with a London 
concert and dance arranged this 
month as a prime fund raiser for 


McEntire On Fire. Reba McEntire, 1986 Country Music Assn. entertainer of the 
year, is taken by surprise as Bruce Hinton, senior vice president and general 
manager of MCA Records, presents her with a gold album for ‘Whoever's In 
New England” during taping of ‘Nashville Now.” Pictured in the background are 
recording artist Red Steagall, left, and ‘Nashville Now" host Ralph Emery. 


_—_ we are naturally very excited 
ieee about his appearance, 


the charity... 


@ Established by former 

artist manager Chris Forde. and 
his wife Hilary, the trust fund has 
been set up for the benefit of 
daughters Elly-May (12) and 
Donna-Lee (9). 


@ The benefit concert at 

The National Club, Kilburn, on 
Thursday May 21. is headlined by 
top Irish attraction 


+++» Big Tom and 
The Travellers with Support from 
Lorne Gibson, Firewater and the 
Showboat Country Band. 


Wally Whyton is hosting the show 
staged by Chris and Hilary Forde. 
and North London club organiser 

John Ryan. 


@ The Tex Withers Childrens’ 


Trust is handled by the Woolwich 
Building Society (Account No. 
154599762), and donations can be 
paid into any Woolwich Office or 
agency, quoting the account 
number. 


KRISTOFFERSON 
FOR 
» AWARDS 


\) sHow 


@ Just before going to press, 
it was announced that Kris 
Kristofferson has been added 
to the Peterborough Country 
Music Festival Line-Up. 

The charismatic superstar will 
top the bill on Bank Holiday 
Monday on the Country 
Music Round Up international 
Awards Show, and will 
provide a fitting climax to the 
prestigious event. 


@ The Kruger Office 
reported, “We knew Kris was 
likely to be appearing some 
weeks ago, but we did not 
want to release names to be 
withdrawn later, negotiations 
have been long and involved, 


especially as he has just 
released his first solo album 
in six years”. (Reviewed in 
this issue). 


Show Review 


ARTS 
SUPPORT 
FOR 
COUNTRY 
MUSIC 


@ it's always nice when British 
country music is treated as it 
justly deserves as an art form, 
so the recent special, a joint 
effort between Thamesdown 
Community Arts & the Silver 
Spur Club from Swindon, held 
at the theatre of the Link Centre 
Swindon Wilts., demonstrated 


@ Entertainment was certainly ‘=: 
the watchword as far as the =: 


headlining act was concerned, 
with two high energy sets from 
multi award winning band 
Colorado that included several 
Geordie Jack originals from their 
“Still Burnin’ album alongside a 


moving “Green Fields of France”. :::: 


@ That delightful duo lona & 
Andy also aired some original 
British country music from their 
“Across The Mountain” album 
as well as a truly beautiful 
version of Charlie 
Landsboroughs ‘I Will Love You 
All My Life’, while Keith 
Manifold offered up ‘Yoldelling 
Granny’ as a British original in 
stark contrast with superb 
renditions of a couple of 
George Jones classics ‘Who's 
Gonna Fill Their Shoes’ & ‘Wino 


not only how good British The Clown’. 
country music artists are but 
also the fact that you don't 
always need cheap booze or 
the gunfight image to attract an 
audience. (please don’t get my 
last statement wrong I've 
nothing against cheap booze, 
gunfights or even dancing - but 
they do belong in their own 
place & none are really 
necessary to get enjoyment 
from country music). 


@ Altogether an extremely 
varied show thoroughly enjoyed 
by a near capacity crowd in this 
excellent & comfortable venue. 
The next All “British” country 
music show scheduled for the 
Link Theatre is the June 21st 
charity show headlined by the 
Raymond Froggatt Band plus 
two local acts Cactus Jack & 
Echo Valley. 

Clive Wynes 


----BEN-PETE---- 
In Association With 
The Northern Guild Of Songwriters 


COUNTRY MUSIC 
SPECTACULAR 


(Sponsored By:- Long Eaton Printers Ltd.) 


THE COMMODORE INTERNATIONAL, 
NUTTALL RD., NOTTINGHAM 


Saturday 18th July, 2.00 - 12.00 
"Poacher" 

"Stu Page & Remuda" 

“The Naden Brothers" 


"Randy Blue & Deepwater" 
"Dillinger" 
"Adeys Hardware Co." 
"Karl Richmond" 
"Dave McQueen & Buckskin" 


TICKETS: £6.00 In Advance 
(£7.00 on the Day) 


(10% Reduction for Parties of 14 or over 
if booked before 6th June) 


Postal Applications to:- 71 Beckley Rd., 
Broxtowe, Nottingham. 
Please enclose a S.A.E. Cheques/P. Orders 
payable to K. Brocklehurst. 


Enquiries To:- (0602) 723482 
Please Note. Children Under 16 Are Not Allowed In The Venue 
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@ Special Delivery Records, a newly-formed division of Topic 
Records, hosts a launch night party for the label at the Half Moon, 
Putney (1st May) when The Balham Alligators and the Panic 
Brothers provide the live music. Described as a ‘New Roots’ label, 
SD’s first two releases, ‘Let’s Rock’ (SPD 1001) and ‘The Balham 
Alligators’ (SPD 1002), are out the same day. Albums by The Panic 
Brothers and Peter Rowan are scheduled for June... 


@ | spent a pleasant afternoon with Steve Earle in Manchester 
recently. Steve said his latest album, ‘Exit Zero’ (already pressed 
and ready for release), is ‘more political’. | discovered we had a lot 
of common ground on all matter of things, (including politics). He’s 
a very positive person with definite opinions. 


@ Steve & The Dukes put on a gripping show that night at the 
International, opening for Green On Red, (also excellent). Let’s 
hope Epic someday decide to release ‘Early Tracks’ (cut in 1983) in 
the UK, and that the newie for MCA won't be long coming! 


@ Talk of pleasant afternoons, reminds me of one spent at the Band 
On The Wall (a Friday lunchtime actually) for a gig by self- 
confessed ‘beach bum’, Ted Hawkins. Granada TV were on hand to 
film the concert for an upcoming ‘Celebration’ documentary on Ted, 
scheduled for screening (Friday 8 May - 10.30 p.m.). For the 30 
minute programme Ted gave a large invited audience over three- 
times that long on stage. ‘I’m crazy ‘bout singing’, he says, ‘it’s the 
only way I can feel better when I’m sad’. 


@ Manchester’s own, Lonesome And Penniless Cowboys were also 
filmed, busking one of Ted Hawkins’ songs in the middle of Albert 
Square, for the same programme. The Cowboys’ are a zany, seven- 
strong bunch of good-time, acoustic musicians with a great blend of 
fun and animated, lively roots music. 


@ Good news for Western Swing addicts dept. The music’s foremost 
exponents, Asleep At The Wheel, signed to CBS Nashville. Their 
debut album for the label, ‘Asleep At the Wheel ‘X”’, includes tracks 
produced by Huey Lewis (who, in pre-News days, was a member of 
country/rock outfit, Clover). The album gets a Stateside release this 
month. 


@ Ponty Bone assures me ‘a good time will be had by all’ at this 
year’s Texas Musicians’ Fishing Tournament, which takes place in 
Port Arthur (11th and 12th July). The party weekend, all proceeds of 
which go to needy musicians and their families, also includes 
barbeque suppers and Squeeze—Alert dance. Ponty and his 
Squeeztones will also be performing at the Kerrville Folk Festival's 
annual bash on 25 May. 


@ An upcoming compilation, ‘The Cutting Edge’ (Cooking Vinyl 
GRILL 001), boasts a large array of ‘New Roots’ acts. Those 
involved are the Mekons, We Free Kings, Clive Gregson & Christine 
Collister, the Oyster Band, Gone To Earth, Press Gang, Mark T. & the 
Brickbats, Edward 11’s Red Hot Pokers, Cutting Edge, Malcolm’s 
Interview, Rory McLeod, Black Spot Champions, Andrew Cronshaw, 
and the Dayton Family. Phew! 


@ New Albums include: John Hartford - Annual Waltz (MCA) and 
Gum Tree Canoe (Sundown); Nanci Griffith - Last Of The True 
Believers (Rounder Europa) and Lone Star State Of Mind (MCA); The 
Mekons - Honky Tonkin’ (Sin); The Del Fuegos - Stand Up 
(London/Slash); New Grass Revival - New Grass Revival 
(EMI/America); John Stewart - California Bloodlines Plus (See For 
Miles). 


Pete Coffey 


Its 
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Guitars And Gold. Warner/Reprise artist Dwight Yoakam, right, is honored with 
his first gold album, for “Guitars, Cadillacs, Etc., Etc.” Pictured at the celebration 
with Yoakam are, from left, Paige Rowden, director of production and 
development for Warner Bros., Nashville; Pete Anderson, Yoakam’s producer; 
and Jim Ed Norman, executive vice president of Warner Bros., Nashville. 


RCA Nashville Nine-Song 


Limit On Albums 


NASHVILLE The management at 
RCA Records’ Nashville division 


cuts each. 


standard 10 songs are common 


“Heartland” project from the pe- 
rennially platinum duo the Judds. 


McEntire, Gary Chapman, Ronnie 
Milsap, and K.T. Oslin are also fixed 
at the nine-cut level. 


following RCA’s lead. 


on the reasons for the new format, 


mechanical royalties. 


just did here [in Nashville].”” How- 
ever, Rob Galbraith, who co-pro- 
has told producers of its country duces Milsap, and Brent Maher, 
acts to limit all new albums to nine who produces the Judds, say they 
recall the policy memo as being non- 
While albums with fewer than the negotiable. 
Galbraith says he has no quarrel 
enough for new and developing with the policy: ‘‘We’ve seen that 
country acts, the RCA directive ap- coming. It’s gone from 12 to 11 to 
pears to apply to established acts as 10—now to nine. But the songs are 
well. The first album release under a little bit longer than the basic 2:47 
the ruling, which reportedly went that they used to have back 10 or 15 
into effect Jan. 1, is the nine-cut years ago. 

“I think most folks will still get 
the same amount of musical time on 

A survey of producers and man- 2” album. Most of the rock albums 
agers reveals that forthcoming al- are down to eight [cuts], and some 
bums by Louise Mandrell, Pake 422 [albums] are down to six. Coun- 
try is one of the last bastions of 10 
songs.” 


“To my knowledge, our company 
Representatives from the five hasn't had any discussion about it,” 
other major country labels in Nash- says Capitol/EMI America Nash- 
ville say they have no plans yet for ville chief Jim Foglesong of the 
nine-cut format. ‘‘It’s not in our 
RCA executives will not comment plans.” 
Bruce Hinton, MCA’s senior vice 
but it is clear that the label will save president and general manager, re- 
on mixing and mastering costs and ports, ““We have had no discussion 
about it whatsoever.”’ A spokesman 
One point at issue is whether the for Warner Bros. Nashville execu- 
nine-cut maximum is mandatory or tive VP Jim Ed Norman says, “We 
voluntary for producers. A spokes- have no plans to [go to nine cuts] at 
man for RCA describes the move as __ this time.” Rick Blackburn, head of 
“a memo we sent out to producers, Columbia/Epic in Nashville, and 
suggesting they go to nine cuts; but Steve Popovich, head of PolyGram’s 
it was by no means a companywide Nashville division, also say they 
policy. It was something that we plan no move in that direction. 


3 Reproduced Courtesy Of Billboard Publications Inc. 


Golden Leaves 
The Oaks 


NASHVILLE Country music listen- 
ers are waiting for the other mocca- 
sin to drop in the continuing saga of 
the Oak Ridge Boys vs. William Lee 
Golden. On March 10, the other three 
members of the quartet told Golden 
he had been voted out of the group. 


Since then, Golden, the act’s ‘“moun- 
tain man” baritone, has declined to 
make any public statement. The oth- 
ers are speaking only through their 
publicists. 


The split in the group came barely 
six months after the Oaks called a 
Nashville press conference to deny 
rumors that they were breaking up. 


Golden, joined the Oaks in 1965 
and was the chief force in crossing it 
over from gospel to country music in 
1977. The other members are Duane 
Allen, Richard Sterban, and Joe Bon- 
sall. 


In a statement issued through the 
Oaks’ publicist, Kathy Gangwisch, 
Bonsall said, “None of the business 
arrangements are complete yet or 
will be for quite some time’”—a fact 
that leaves Golden still legally a 
member of the Oaks. However, the 
group were back in the studio in mid- 
April to begin recording its 17th al- 
bum for MCA and its second under 
producer Jimmy Bowen. 


The Oaks’ Fast Lane tour (named 
for its current “‘Where The Fast Lane 
Ends” album) starts July 15 at Cae 
sar’s Palace in Las Vegas. 


Another irony in the split is that it 
comes just as the group’s official bi- 
ography is being released, which the 
Oaks have scheduled time off to pro- 
mote. “The Oak Ridge Boys: Our Sto- 
ry” was written by Ellis Widner, 


The biography comments on Gol- 
den’s recurring friction with the rest 
of the group, but the theme is that 
the Oaks have found harmony in 
their diversity. According to the 
book, the group’s recording contract 
remains valid unless two members 
leave the quartet. 


MCA Records declined to comment 
on the split. A list of artists on the 
MCA roster, published by Billboard 
earlier this year does not include 
Golden as a solo act. 


®@ Neil Young flys in 
to complete a brief 
June Concert Tour 
eee He plays 


Birmingham NEC on 
the 2nd June. he’s at 
Wembley Arena 3rd/ 
4th eee 
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& SOLAR SYSTEM 


G S Special Guest Star 


Roger Humphries 
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— 1987 —— 
EUROPEAN TOUR 


(U.K. DATES) 


Enquiries 0795 — 843117 


JUNE 
4th T.B.A. 15th Tuscon CMC, Edinburgh. 
5th T.B.A. 16th Corstopitum Club, Corbridge. 


17th Welcome Inn, Holytand. 
18th T.B.A. 

19th Cockerton Club. Darlington. 
20th Football Club, Gateshead. 
21st Virginians CMC, Erith. 
22nd Nashville CMC, St Albans. 


6th Circle ‘W’ Western, Tipton, W.Mids. 
7th Pavillion Theatre, Brighton. 

8th Radcliffe Arms, Oxford. 

9th Half Moon, Putney. 

10th Grange CMC, Osterley. 

11th Mean Fiddler, Harlesden. 


12th Hazlitt Theatre, Maidstone. 23rd T.B.A. 
13th High Lane CMC, Stockport. 24th T.B.A. 
14th Grand: "Ole Opry, Glasgow. 25th T.B.A. 


@ | must admit that my pre- 
Festival conceptions of the 
Easter lineup were not very 
favourable. With few 
exceptions, there was very 
little for me in the offering. 
But | was very pleasantly 
surprised. Like any other 
fan there are artists | like, 
dislike and can take or 
leave, but that is not a 
reason to praise or criticise. 
In short, the entire Easter 
weekend was very 
successful and, dare | say 
it, value for money. 


®@ Saturday had Pinkertons 
Colours kicking off. Their 
short, three song set, was 
excellent and their 
presentation gained the 
admiration of the BBC 
production crew. Next 
came Jodle Birge, a Dane, 
backed by the United Steels 
Of Europe, a group 
comprising of pickers from 
Holland, Belgium and the 
U.K. Jodle sang and 
yodelled but why did he 
have that Indian chief 
standing by throughout his 
13 minute set? 


@ Riders In The Sky are 
particular favourites of mine 
and they did not disappoint 
me “live” on the Wembley 
stage. Beautiful harmonies, 
fine yodelling, excellent 
picking, sagebrush humour 
and even rope spinning 
blended to provide 23 
minutes of pure magic ... 


® Patty Loveless was also 
the object of my attention. | 
was over the moon with her 
debut album and was 
anxious to see how she 
would perform before a 
large audience. She was 
magnificent. Backed by her 
own five piece, led by 
Emory Gordy Jr, Patty 
reprised tracks from her 
album and added a great 
version of “I Fall To 
Pieces”. 


® Making a return visit was 
Rex Allen Jr. His act was 
mostly carried over from 
last year, but was extremely 
well received by the 
audience. Rex’s band was 
our own Lee Moran and 
Mushroom augmented by 
three of Allen’s own 
musicians. 


SATURDAY 18 APRIL 


@ Janie Fricke was also a 
returnee from last year and 
again her performance was 
almost a repeat. Needless 
to say, Janie and her band 
were tremendous. I’m 
ashamed to admit that | had 
never before seen the 
opening act of the second 
half, Tokyo Matsu. A 
diminutive lady with a large 
talent, Tokyo thrilled the 
audience with a dazzling 
display of fiddle and 
yodelling tunes. Full marks 
to Colorado for their 
backing. 


@ Moe Bandy was warmly 
received. With his Rodeo 
Clowns band, Moe covered 
many of his hits in medley 
form. It was during this set 
that | experienced my first 
“magic moment” seemingly 
unknown to Moe, Janie 
Fricke drifted on to stage to 
duet on “It's A Cheating 
Situation”. 


® Slick, glossy and overtly 
sexual describes Tanya 
Tucker’s 35 minute set. 
Aagin the past hits were in 
evidence as Tanya gave the 
most visual performance up 
to this time. She was 
supported by her own 
seven piece which 
including two backup 
singers. 


Moe Bandy 


®@ Boxcar Willie & The 
Trainmen were the 
Saturday stars and for well 
over an hour they gave the 
audience just what they ~ 
wanted - an act based 
unashamedly on sentiment. 
All the songs were 
borrowed off Hall Of 
Famers and other greats, a 
programme which gained 
my approval. During the 


set, Boxie 
introduced an 
infant, Neil Carter, who 
sang “The Lord Made A 
Hobo Out Of Me”, encoring 
with “You Are My 
Sunshine”. That Boxcar 
sure knows how to play 
emotions. 


Tanya Tucker 


Pinkertons Colours 


Janie Fricke 


@® The Sunday show was 
opened by the 
Scandinavian, Steven K, 
supported by Preston’s 
West Coast. Steven has a 
good voice and | 
thoroughly enjoyed his 


original three song set. 


® Gerry Ford is now almost 
a permanent fixture at these 
Festivals and a great 
favourite too, so why was 
he allowed only three 
songs? 


®@ Veteran 
singer/songwriter Tommy 
Collins was given a warm 
reception. Tommy may not 
have the greatest voice 
around but he sure knows 
how to use what he’s got. 
He's a very sincere man 
and the crowd appreciated 
this ... By this time, Britain's 
Colorado were becoming 
part of the stage. They 
backed Gerry Ford and 
Tommy Collins and were 
still there to support Wanda 
Jackson. Thankfully, Wanda 
laid aside her evangelising 
and concentrated on her 
former hits, both country 
and rockabilly. An excellent 
set. 


® Many of us thought that 
Boxcar’s tiny friend had 
returned to stage when 
Little Jimmy Dickens 
appeared. Resplendant in a 
green rhinestone cat suit, 
the tiny Hall Of Famer 
joked and sang his way 
through four decades of 
hits. I'll publicly admit | was 
wrong to criticise Jimmy’s 
inclusion on the bill. He is 
not a “has been”, rather 
he’s a, solid entertainer. 


SILK 
CUT 


FESTIVAL 


®@ Once again the plush 
Wembley Conference Centre 
was the setting for two days of 
shows featuring various artists 
to be found around the British 
club scene. The task of keeping 
things together on stage went 
to genial Gerry Ford, who for 
his efforts perhaps deserves a 
crack at compere on the main 
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BEST OF 
BRITISH 


stage next year. Opening act 
Spellbound overcame some 
initial sound problems to turn ir 
a enjoyable set. Unfortunately 
the next act, a family band 
headed by Janie Jones on 
banjo & vocals failed to sustain 
the standard & and it wasn't 
until their closing number 


‘One More Reason To Love’ 


that they really came together 


. Resident band Gambler 


were on stage next to back 
pride of the Emerald Isle 
singer/songwriter & producer 
Crawford Bell whose enjoyable 
& polished set included some 
great bluesy trumpet on ‘Just A 
Closer Walk With Thee’ in 
direct contrast with his relaxed 
version of Paul Kennerly's ‘I'll 
Be Faithful To You’. This 
Saturday morning show was 
closed in great style by West 
Coast the revived Lancashire 
based five piece, that include 
some good fiddle & steel in 
support of their solid country 
vocals. 


®@ Pinkertons Colours opened 
Saturday afternoon's show, but 
with a dissapointing set that did 
nothing for me personally. 


A punchy program from 
“Mushroom + One” that leaned 
towards the heavier side of 
country music raised my 
interest in the proceedings, 
great lead vocals from a five 
piece band new to me. 
Mushroom remained on stage 
to back Lee Moran who came 
over well with a funky 
interpretation of ‘Slippin Away” 
not to mention a delightful 
version of ‘Will You Still Love 
Me Tomorrow’, altogether a 4 . 
very enjoyable first day 


kak 


BY PET 


@ ‘Photos by Brian Shells 


Topping the bill for the 
Sunday first half was Bobby 
Bare & Pulleybone. Simplicity 
was the keynote of this set. A 
laidback Bobby provided a 
45 minute synopsis of his 30 
year old career that probably 
gained a bigger ovation than 
Boxcar Willie 


ti 
“Spill The Beans” 


®@ After the ir 
Sunday Leon 
Hurricane sin 
audience awa 
very first num 
down in the a 
shaking hand 
highlight (Ma 
number two) 


E SMITH 


19 APRIL 


tk 


y Jim Silverthorn @ 


iterval on 
Everette & 
iply blew the 
y. During his 
iber Leon was 
iudience 

s, but the real 
gic Moment 
was when his 


ty 


fiddler, playing “Orange 
Blossom Special”, literally 
ran around the audience 
never dropping a note, 
whilst the guitar lineup 
were high kicking on stage. 


This was definitely the most 
exciting set of the Festival. 


estival 


®@ A hard act for Connie 
Smith to follow but, with 
sterling support from her 
Young Uns band (which 
included Barbara Mandrell’s 
steelie), she quickly won 
over the Wembley crowd. 
Again, her repertoire was 
largely the same as last 
year. 


®@ Johnny Russell billed as 
next but because of a slight 
stroke (from which he's 
recovered) Johnny couldn't 
make the trip. Mel McDaniel 
was his replacement and he 
didn’t waste his first chance 
to perform in Britain. The 
set, lasting just short of 50 
minutes was rocky but 
appreciated by fans who 
are notorious for their love 
of the more sedate country 
sounds. Great backings 
from Mel's Oklahoma Wind 
band. May | say that it 
would have been easy to 
have filled this spot with a 
lesser name, but full marks 
to Mervyn Conn for putting 
some thought into it: 


® Top of the Sunday bill 
was Jerry Lee Lewis Many 
country fans left during the 
first three numbers and | 
can't say that | blame them. 
As a rock and roll set, it 
was very good, but in the 
56 minutes J.L.L. was on 
stage, he performed only 
three country songs. Linda 
Gail Lewis’ back up vocals 
set my nerves on edge and 
Kenny Lovelace’s fiddle 
sounded out of tune. Jerry 
Lee even had a second 
pianist to fill in the sound. 
A great pity this for when 
he sings country, Lewis is 
one of the world's finest 
honky tonk singers. 


Kenny Johnson 


The 
Monday 
: night show was 
compered by Riders In 
The Sky. The other two 
nights had George 
Hamilton IV performing this 


him to continue, but it 
would not have been the 
cowboy way. 


Liverpool's Kenny Johnson 
& Northwind opened with a 
two song set, then left the 
stage to Scotland's 
Colorado who were 


*%*%* MONDAY 20 APRIL» 


work they had done over 
the weekend. 


They stayed on to back 
George IV who was 
accompanied by his son, 
George Hamilton V. Rather 
a short spot for George, 
just 18 minutes, but even at 


@ After the interval we 
were treated to some fine 
rockabilly provided by 
Sleepy Labeef with KENNY 
JOHNSON & NORTHWIND. 
The short, 9 minute set, 
was appreciated. 


@ Peter Rowan, Mark 


17 


chore and it would have 


been the easy way to allow 


Colorado 


Forester Sisters, 


® Mondays show started off 
well with The Dixie & Allon Duo 
augmented by Chas Bartlett & 
Steve Collins on drums & steel 
respectively, this Scots Act 
included a couple of nice 
original numbers 


®@ Frisco (from Wales) offered 
up an unusual lineup of steel, 
mandolin guitar & harmonica 
with some “pure” country 
vocals this relatively new band 
show distinct promise for the 
future... Now do we really need 
another Whitman? whether he 
be called Slim or Jim, as far as 
I'm concerned the answer is a 
resounding NO! Okay so Jim 


awarded an encore, a just 
reward for the tremendous 


Whitman had some interesting 
songs but in these days of high 
speed air travel good old Slim 
(Whitman that is) isn’t too far 
away. Closing the Monday 
morning show was down to 
“Spill The Beans” 


Their very polished set included 
a philosophical original in 
‘Drops Of Water’ along with an 
outstanding version of 
‘Midnight Choir’. 


@ With an increased 
attendance for the Monday 
afternoon show the hall for 
once looked reasonably full as 
Liverpools Kenny Johnson & 
Northwind ran through a 


was running late. 


®@ The Forester Sisters, 
from Lookout Mountain, 
Georgia, made a terrific 
British debut. With their 
own band, which included 
the former Ricky Skaggs’ 
pianist, Gary Smith, the 


four girls treated the 


three albums. 


the Festival was the 


the history of country 


balance, content and 


were never this good. 


Britain in the not too 
distant future. 


Peter Rowan, 


Emmylou Harris 


sparkling set of original 
material... a superb set & what a 
pity that they didn't get as 
much time on the main stage, 
only one criticism as far as I'm 
concerned Kenny & and that's 
that you never announced the 
song titles so | can't pick out 
those that | liked best (unless | 
use numbers). 


@ After such a superb set 
anyone would have a hard job 
& although the Jonny Young 
Band were in fine form, old JY's 
vocals didn't have quite the bite 
some of us remember. Closing 
this years Conference 
Showcase was left to two 
brothers from Ireland The 


this early stage, the show 


appreciative crowd to 11 
songs culled from their first 


Bellamy Brothers, David 
and Howard, who have 
recorded more number 
ones than any other duo in 


music. Their fifty minute set 
was perfect in every way - 


execution. | have seen the 
Bellamys before but they 


Surely they will be back in 


O’Connor and Jerry 
Douglas were a strange 
lineup, guitar, fiddle and 
dobro, and it was only after 
three songs that | was able 
to understand, and 
therefore enjoy it. Although 
acknowledged masters of 
their chosen instruments, 
the trio received a mixed 
reception. Maybe this was 
because the audience were 
eagerly anticipating the 
next artist. 


@ For me the sensation of 


® Dressed in black 
leathers, draped with a full 
length white buckskin coat, 
and a hat that almost 
covered his face, David 
Allan Coe arrived to 
enthusiastic applause. It 
was a David | was not used 
to. He was not surly, quite 
pleasant really. He did 
accept applause and was 
appreciative of the 
audience. Mervyn Conn 
bribed him back for an 
encore by offering him a 
place next year. David's 
reaction was to sing 30 
seconds of “Take This Job 
& Shove It”. Was he trying 
to tell Mervyn something?. 


@ New Grass Revival were 
not understood. Four of the 
greatest musicians were on 
stage whilst many fans 
were deciding to seek 
refreshment of a non- 
musical kind. | think it was 
a mistake to have them 
follow Coe. 


®@ Top of the bill, and of 
the entire festival was 
Emmylou Harris with her 
Hot Band. For just short of 
an hour and a quarter, 
Emmylou gave a selection 
of songs, some acoustic, 
some electric, from her 13 
albums to date. A great 
performer, Emmylou had 
the audience alternately 
sitting hushed in their seats 
and standing stomping in 
the aisles. A fitting 
conclusion to what was, on 
the whole, a great Festival. 


Braniffs with their original & 
enjoyable audio/visual 
presentation in tribute to the 
late Jimmie Rodgers. This two 
hour show had been especially 
condensed into 30 minutes for 
the occasion but | recommend 
their show as being both 
informative & entertaining. 


® in closing | would like to 
pose a question why weren't 
the fans there to support the 
home grown, | suppose it could 
have something to do with 
having to buy Main Arena Show 
Tickets to get into both the 
exhibition & the Conference 
Centre. 

Clive Wynes. 
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Travis «e+ 
Wins 
Three 


Trophies 
nooo 


PROMOTER 


PULLS 


FROGGATT 
TOUR! 


@ Just prior to press time we 
learned that the nationwide tour <, 
by Raymond Froggatt, The Duffy | 
Brothers and Spill the Beans Trio 


has been cancelled. 


ACM Awards Put Wamers On Top 


NASHVILLE Warner Bros. re- 
cording acts dominated the 22nd an- 
nual Academy Of Country Music 
awards show, winning trophies for 
entertainer of the year, top male vo- 
calist, top vocal group, top new 
male vocalist, album of the year, 
and single of the year. Televised on 
NBC, the show was staged April 6 
at Knott’s Berry Farm, Buena Park, 
Calif. 


The big winner of the evening 
was Warners’ Randy Travis, who 
earned the top vocalist prize as well 
as album-of-the-year honors for 
“Storms Of Life” and the single-of- 
the-year award for “On The Other 
Hand.” 


Warner artist Hank Williams, Jr., 
often nominated but seldom chosen 


for country music awards, was vot- 
ed entertainer of the year, triumph- 
ing over fellow nominees Alabama, 
Reba McEntire, Ricky Skaggs, and 
George Strait. 


‘lll do everything 
| can to expand on 
country music’ 


Playing off his bad-boy image, 
Williams assured the academy that 
voting for him was the right choice. 
“I’m as gentle as a lamb and sweet 
as sugar. You don’t have to be 
afraid of me.” Referring to the in- 
fluence his father had on populariz- 
ing country music, he added, “I will 


agi 


do everything I can to broaden and 
expand this thing called country 
music.” 


MCA’s McEntire won the top fe- 
male vocalist and top country video 
prizes, the latter for ‘‘Whoever’s In 
New England.” The Judds, RCA’s 
platinum-selling team, took the top 
vocal duet honors. They also co- 
hosted the show with actor Patrick 
Duffy. 


Warners’ the Forester Sisters 
carried away the top vocal group 
trophy. ‘On The Other Hand” was 
named song of the year. (Travis’ 
performance of the song netted sin- 
gle-of-the-year honors.) Holly Dunn 
won as top new female vocalist, fol- 
lowing the path of MTM Records la- 
bel-mate Judy Rodman, who won in 
that category last year. 


The award for top new male vo- 
calist went to Warners’ Dwight 
Yoakam. 


Said a gleeful Carl Perkins in ac- 
cepting the academy’s career- 
achievement award, “I don’t know 
how much a 55-year-old heart can 
take, but I’ve got one about to jump 
out of here.” Dick Clark presented 
the award to the veteran rocker. 


Grand Ole Opry star Minnie Pearl 
earned the pioneer award. She used 
her acceptance speech for every- 
thing from praising Opry founder 
George D. Hay to warning women 
in the audience to get their cancer 
checkups. A survivor of the disease 
herself, she recently won the Ameri- 
can Cancer Society’s annual Cour- 
age Award. 


Often sluggishly paced and over- 
burdened with noncountry acts, this 
year’s show was fast-moving and 
clearly focused. Among the acts 
performing on the show were 
Strait, Skaggs, Alabama, Marie Os- 
mond, Gary Morris & Crystal Gayle, 
the Judds, and McEntire. 


FESTIVAL 


OF COUNTRY MUSI 


22/23/24 MAY 1987 


Morecambe’s second Weekend of Country Music, organised 

by Lancaster City Council in association with Ray Roy C> 
Promotions, will include the following acts: 

BRENDAN SHINE * JERRY ARHELGER (USA) ° 

MANSON GRANT & THE DYNAMOS °¢ LOUISIANA 

HELLRAISERS © STU PAGE & REMUDA ° WHITE LINE 

FEVER © KEYWEST ° THE FOSTER BOYS ° KEITH a ae 
GOSLING & DURANGO ° TAMMY CLINE aSOUTHERN 7. 


COMFORT © DAN J CODY & CODY'S COUNTY « JIM ox 
RYDER © THE BEN REES BAND ° STONE CREEK ° 
PETE SAYERS & THE DIXIE BLUEBIRDS * BUCKSKIN “YS 


Ticket prices are as follows:- / 
FRIDAY Get-Together 9pm a | 50 on Goer: 
SATURDAY All Day 2:30pm £4.50 Child/OAP £2.50 


Evening Only 7pm- 10pm £3 Child/OAP £2.00 


@ The news, received via a letter 
from ‘Silver Dollar Country’, 
stated promoters Antony Bishop 
Management & Productions Ltd., 
had called off the tour. 


@ Robin Markwell of ‘Silver 
Dollar Country’ who apparently 
invested a considerable sum to 
sponsor the venture claimed he 
is most upset, and deeply 
regretted all the trouble and 
inconvenience for both artists 
and fans. He further stated 


‘Everyone who booked tickets 
through ‘Silver Dollar Country’ 
would get their money back’. 


Evening Only 7pm- 10pm 


£4.50 Child/OAP £2.50 


GREAT VALUE ; 
WEEKEND TICKETS 


Friday Evening, All Day Saturday Sunday 


@ Subsequent to this initial Press Release, we now 
understand, following the intervention by ‘Froggatt’ 
Management, some tour dates may still stand,, so check your 
local theatre... It may still be happening in your area! 


1 


One of Britains Top Country Bands: 


POACHER 


PLUS The Bretts... 
Tickets from Box Office £4. 


THE PALACE 


@ 
NEVVARK LASS Hs 


Child/OAP 


atom 


Presents Friday 26th July 87. 


Tickets available from Morecambe Town Hall 


Further information can be obtained from (Daytime) Festiva! Office, Town Hall, Morecambe. Tel: 0524 417120, Ext. 448/441, and 
(Evenings) Roy Cadwell on 0695 421257,or Ray Dunn on 0704 36990. 
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Continued from previous page 


Dear Sir, 


Congratulations on Issue 

Vol.I| No.4, especially the 
articles on East Yorkshire's very 
own Tammy Cline. Everyone in 
country music circles in 
Kingston upon Hull, has known 
that Tammy is Britains No.1 
country music female singer. 


Tammy has worked very hard 
over the years to develop her 
act and establish herself. 


Well done Tammy your fellow 
Kingstonians congratulate you 
and we hope that now Hull is 
finally being recognised as a 
centre for country music other 
local acts will follow up your 
achievements. 


Watch out you other British 
acts Hull is on the move in 
country music circles, with 
some good local talent, Calder 
Rivers, Ruth and The Riders, 
Ann Darrell and Barry Richards 
all promoting ‘our music’ 


Congratulations must also go 
to that other stalwart lady of 
Country Peggy at The Hull 
Country Music. Over the years 
she has worked hard to 
establish the club and keep it 
going, even in the current hard 
times. 


Yours sincerely 

Tom Robinson 

Programme Presenter, 

Solid Gold ‘n’ Country Show, 
Kingstown Radio 


P.S. Did you know Kingston 
upon Hull was the original port 
of embarking for the Pilgrim 
Fathers? look what they 
achieved in America. 


OOO0OO0O 


Dear Editors; 


Firstly may | say that | 

enjoy your magazine very 
much, but | do read articles 
occasionally that seem 
somewhat slanted, and certainly 
without depth, such was Peter 
Griffiths view of the Prestatyn 
New Year Festival. | suppose | 
must be one of the “fringe 
element”, as | don’t think | 
ventured far away from the 
ballroom for very long. | was 
quite happy to do my western 
and line dancing, along with 
many hundreds of other “fringe 
elements”. Having said that | do 
think his report hit the nail on 
the head in some respects. 


Trilogy does not do a thing for 
me as “once you've seen it” etc, 
and the Indians neither come to 
that, but | suppose Pontins 
have to cater for all tastes. | 
usually wander off during these 
times, but one thing | find hard 
to understand is why grown 
men have to fire their guns 
inside the halls. 


There is ample 
opportunity afforded to fire 
without doing it so 
inconsiderately. Surely now is 
the time for Pontins to get off 
the fence and come down on 
the side of consideration tor 
other customers. | think 
that one of the reasons the 
gunslingers do not want a ban 
on the Triolgy is because it 
gives them the chance to bang 
off a few rounds. 


* Now, having 
upset a lot of readers, I'll ask 
why did Pete Griffin dismiss 
many of the people who made 
for me a very happy stay in one 
or two words, some without a 
mention at all. Firstly Les 
Bennet, who spent many hours 
in both halls with his Disco, 
only rated three words. No 
mention whatsoever of the 
squaredance caller Malcolm 
Owen, and again no mention of 
Dick & Geneva, the Western 
Dance instructors from the 
USA. | think you were a little 
unfair Pete! 


One view | did agree with was 
his comment about the obvious 
lowering of the group standard, 
from other years and festivals. | 
think it can only be blamed on 
a cost cutting exercise, but | 
hold the view that the country 
music fan, whatever his taste, 
will not be ripped off for long. 


There are too many other 
holiday camps running country 
music events for that. One thing 
| must mention is that Mr Bob 
Chapple, Pontins country 
music scene driving force 

will be retiring later this year, 
and | would like to thank him 
for helping to give me many 
happy hours of festivals, good 
on you Bob, have a happy 
retirement, we will all miss you. 
It will be interesting to see what 
direction Pontins take when he 
goes. 


Best Regards 


Les Allen 
9 Thrales Close, 
Marsh Farm, Luton Beds. 


Please 


KEEP letters short. 
Write on one side of the 
paper only. Letters written 
on both sides will not be 
considered for publication. 
All letters are subject to 
editing and submission 
will be taken to imply 
acceptance of that 
condition. 


The Editors 
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COUNTRY WORDSEARCH 


Jimmy C Newman just put the C into his name as an initial but many country artists DO have 
full middle names so for this month's grid we have put the stars in for you to find then match 
alongside their respective second Christian Names. Remember it's up, down, across or 

diagonally either way for the name of this game. 


Post your entries to reach this office 
not later than 29th May ‘87. 
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AUrFAWMZODPUZ—r-<ZZ>rZ0MIBwWOZD 
OD-—-PFITOCOr<mrZCLZ00ONPA—mm 
mMmID<mMDVD=EZOrYrmMAMrovow—D—MmMryYrwmMA 
fSonommM<=F=—NIHVOWW——-M<ZAxAvZH5U>Y 
MESDOZPFONMHZnND—-Or-w<O0OZ—-=ZHroOwW 
—<MOO-ACHUN<DDIr-DWDOYr<PrrzZzoz 
ArPmMrS>ZDONCFOYrPMuvV>$Sr-HZ0Cr0-00-— 
ADTArM<~<PAZK~AgD<2F=<OcCn<r-omoT 
Omo-—-Z0Z<=SO0-—-OmmOArDOHZAr YD 
UONOZV—CrowmMmTA<jAWOMBIrYrDr-ZoOZM 
UDIMHOO-ODOVZ<YPVWYPMAZOWDE~XA—-NeF- 
DOCHU—-rr-rVIOMUMHLI<~LTSZO-Ocr 
KmC—-M=f=LOZQO0O~K~AMVIOK<OWDCHA~<— 
ODEFODOOWWFPACPACKHODRK-KoOMAwWADK<Zz 
ZS=0—-AZVPYcrreAmMyy>rwmyvsV<HOmMD 
mP>runmMAOOMYV-——sSZ>mMIMMmMem 
=Pr=zOmVmVoOMZV<-—-W2Z2MNDO—-OW<Z2O0 
Onc ClrOrn<xc OC HCOD,OO<HnNOZMP,rO 
mI>Zr-m<YLAQCsse<~O<mMyIHAVWMMAD 
—-UDOUMDAS YS E<K<ZES02Z2—<MNC<wnDHNO 
Z-A-BDCOrZwWsywmMILOAYrwWOWZAHZzIX< 
ZMOAQAKADWDOMYSDI-HWOWCHOOHZA—vHU 
OODDWAYrCYrPOAOrF-mMeEmMZ4j=DOZMCcro 
DWOMOIMAYFAA—-ZOPFPYPYrIONODWAD< YO 
DWDUMANDFSLMO<Z04AZ—Cro0EzmM—-wWoOWD 


Compiled by Tony Anderson. 


WORDSEARCH 


middle names you need the artists 
for are:- 


. Claxton 2. Chawdos 
3. ‘Travis 4. Henderson 
5. Flint 6. Grayling 
7. Jennings 8. Cameron 


9. Kelton 10. Rebecca 
11. Lee 12. Noble 
13. Maria 14. Rene 

15. Robert 16. Linwood 
17. Houston 18. Frank 
19. Raymond 20. Eugene 
21. Dewey 22. James 
23. Glynn 24. Dean 


25. Dale 26. Marvin 
27. Wayne 28. Harrison 
29. Cary 30. Edmond 
31. Owen 32. Burton 


33. Henry 34. Logan 
35. Glenn 36. Denise 
37. Burnett 38. Campbell 
39. Donald 40. Bright 
Noel Marie 


Mid Wales 
conceived as a tourist attraction 
Stampede eve to bring people into Newtown, 


® Taking place this month is Powys ... and to try and 
the Annual Mid Wales establish an annual attraction 


“Stampede” (29th, 30th, 31st event of national standing. Also 
May). An event first staged in to help promote local goods, 
1984, “Stampede” was services and facilities ... 


———— 


semppectaae 
cernccrncnmetinses data 


SS = 
LS << 38 WS SOs ess 
we Soe conan DENTS 


} me S 


@ Aimed at the General Public, 
and the Country and Western 
enthusiast, it’s geared to 
provide a selection of Top 
Class varied entertainment for a 
very modest outlay ... In fact, 
much of this year’s 


The Ideal Gift For A Country Friend. 
COUNTRY MUSIC ROUND UP 


SUN VISOR 


Send cheque/P.0. to Country Music Round Up. 
(Visor Offer). £1.50 PLUS FIFTY PENCE POSTAGE 


MARCH ‘87 
WORDSEARCH WINNER 


Joan Gibson 
Hall Avenue, 
Aveley Essex. 


The Answers were:- 


1. Skid Row Joe, 2. Charlie, 3. 
Norman, 4. Teddy Bear, 5. Teddy 
Bear Song, 6. Jason's Farm, 7. Elvira, 
8. Rose Marie, 9. Marie Laveau, 10. 
Boy Named Sue, 11. I'm Not Lisa, 12. 
Miss Emily's Picture, 13. A Dear John 
Letter, 14. Big Bad John, 15. Jo And 
The Cowboy, 16. Charlie's Shoes, 17. 
Mabel, 18. Poncho And Lefty, 19. 
Irma Jackson, 20. Ravishing Ruby, 
21. A Rose Ans Baby Ruth, 22. Mary 
Don't You Weep, 23. Lucille, 24. John 
Deere Tractor, 25. Bimbo, 26. Me 
And Bobby McGee, 27. Hello Mary 
Lou, 28. Angela Jones, 29. Me And 
Paul, 30. Frisco Mabel Joy, 31. Peter 
Cottontail, 32. Sam's Place, 33. Little 
Rosa, 34. Amos Moses, 35. Ruby 
Ann, 36. Catfish John, 37. Leona, 38. 
Tonight Carmen, 39. Hobo Bill's Last 
Ride, 40. Claudette, 41. Hey Loretta 
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entertainment if FREE, taking 
place in the streets, much of 


Newtown will be closed to 
traffic for a time before the 
event adjourns each day to 
culminate in a seven hour 

spectacular, within the 


attractive Dolerw Riverside Park. 


® Among the weekend's 
highlights is Friday’s Cattle 


to all, Carnival. 


®@ The Country Music 
entertainment comes 


Keith Manifold and Tammy 


Country & Western Talent 
or more details and free 
D.V. Poole, Ty Croes, 


or telephone 0691 830872 


Drive through the streets, and 
Saturday's Mid-day, open entry 


collectively from such diverse 
acts as Gordie West, Jim Ryder, 
lona & Andy, Slim Pickens, 


Cline with Southern Comfort ... 
There's also and “open to all” 


Contest ... for application and 
programme, send an S.A.E. to 


Llanymynech, Powys SY22 6ER 


as 


® Doncasters Tumbling 
Shack Country Music Club 
has operated since 1973 at 
the Greenfield WMC 
Dunsville, Doncaster. 
During its lifetime it has 
booked many acts who 
otherwise would not have 
appeared in the town ... 
“Tumbling Shack” have 
promoted The Muskrats, 
Yellowstone Picnic Band, 
Kenny Johnson and 
Northwind to name just 
three fine UK Bands also 
established US Acts, such 
as Jim Glaser, Steve Young, 
Billy Armstrong, Tom 
Gribben & The Saltwater 
Cowboys, Wendel Adkins, 
and Joe Sun. 


@ Of Late, the clubs 
fortunes have taken a spiral 


downward , the recession and 


unemployment having taken 
its toll, with people having 
to re-shuffle their financial 
priorities. Also, because 
cash has been in such short 
supply, many National 
Circuit Pro Bands have shed 
personnel or reverted to 
semi pro status. Worse still, 
some have disbanded, 
leaving clubs like the 
Tumbling Shack with a 
sizeable dilemma ... “Who 
can we put on, and can we 
guarantee they'll attract a 
crowd?" Truth to tell, only 
one artist has returned a 
Box Office profit over their 
last six shows. 


@ Now the “Shack” has 
been offered a lifeline ... 


The Doncaster Arts Council 
is to fund their operation to 


HANG YOUR FAVOURITE STAR! 
ORIGINAL PEN DRAWINGS OF ANY ‘35 
COUNTRY ACT BY CMRU ILLUSTRATOR 
PETE COFFEY (size 10x8,suitable for 
framing). £4.99 each: incl. p&p. 

PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES OR P.O's PAYABLE TO PETE COFFEY 


help sustain Country Music 
at the club. In return, the 
“Shack” organisers are 
pledged to present top flight 
acts at affordable prices in 
the hope Doncaster fans will 
respond accordingly. 


@ A new season of shows 
commences this September 
when “Lore and the 
Legends” from Bandera, 
Texas will appear. Then, 
depending upon the 
success of that show, 
Tompall Glaser and his 
band will be the next guests 
... What the club need to 
know (quickly) is, are the 
Grass Root followers of the 
music going to support 
these shows? 


@ To register your 
comments or book advance 
order tickets ... (which for 
Lore & The Legends are 
£2.50. Tompall Glaser 
tickets are £3.00 each). You 
can either ring Doncaster 
884461 or write to The 
Secretary, Tumbling Shack 
CMC, 19 Greens Road, 


Dunsville, Doncaster DN7 4DE. 
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Order now from: 18 Woodstock Crescent, Woodley, 


Stockport, Cheshire SK6 1QS. 


ALSO AVAILABLE: LIVING LEGENDS COLLAGE, AS REPRODUCED IN CMRU.ON TOP 


The Country Music Association 
hosted a luncheon welcoming 
three leading British 
entertainment journalists. Held at 
BMI. Nashville on March 5, the fete 
brought the writers together with 
some of Nashville’s music and 
media leaders. The function 
kicked off a four-day Nashville 
sojourn for the U.K. visitors. They 
were focusing on Nashville music 
trends and making plans for the 
New Country '87 merchandising 
campaign in England. The visitors 
attended a Forester Sisters 
recording session and a Randy 
Travis video shoot and also visited 
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PARTON -RONSTADI 


QUALITY ART PAPER - SIZE 16x12 APPROX. £3.99 incl. p&p. 


backstage at the Grand Ole Opry 
with Ricky Skaggs. The writers 
were Gavin Martin of New Musical 
Express, John Conquest of Time 
Out, and Adam Seeting, a 
freelancer who had penned 
recent articles on Rosanne Cash 
and Dwight Yoakham for Britain's 
Cosmopolitan magazine. 


Accompanying the writers was 
Richard Wootton of 
Byworth-Wootton International, 
the U.K. entertainment publicity 
firm handling the New Country '87 
campaign, and Richard Haywood, 
a travel and tour agent 
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representing British Caledonian 
Airlines, which funded the trip. The 
airline plans to set up tours to 
Nashville later this year and 
supports the New Country 
campaign to help develop interest 
in travel to Nashville by country 
music fans in Great Britain. 


Dear Sir, 


| am a very worried reader of 
your Country Music newspaper, 
for the second month running 
you have ommited the Country 
Chart singles which | have 
looked forward to for so long. | 
have rung your office but been 
advised to write so | am now 
putting pen to paper to enquire 
why you devote two sections 
for albums but none to 
singles.As far as | know your 
paper is the only source to get 
information about the American 
best selling singles, except, if 
you want to go in for the 
expense of Billboard which is 
expensive for just one page. 


However please let me have 
some information if you are 
going to dis-continue the 
section as | will have to look 
elsewhere for the singles chart 
scene. Anyway keep up the 
good work with the rest of your 
articles, you are streets ahead 
of your other rivals if you can 
call them that, thanking you in 
anticipation. 


Yours faithfully 
Mr. A.G. Wollard 
231 Waltham Way 
Chingford E4 


Eds, All things being equal, you will 
find the single chart restored this 
month. 


QOO000 


Dear Editors, 


Many thanks for the hours 

of enjoyment you gave me with 
your excellent Christmas Quiz. 
I've tried it in past years but this 
was the first time I've had the 
pleasure of completing all the 
answers. 


To be drawn out as the 
winner was an added bonus, 
because I'm sure that there 
must have been others who 
also had 100% scores ... 


Bob Chapple has been in 
communication with me 
regarding the Pontin’s Holiday, 
(what a superb first prize) and 
my family and myself will be 
going to the country music 
week at Prestatyn, during the 
first week in May. 


May | also thank MCA 
records for the great selection 
of albums that they sent me ... 
wonderful. 


.| ROUND UP 


Nw 


FIRES 


SUBSCRIBERS 
CAN WIN THIS 


SUPER NEW 
COUNTRY ALBUM 


— April — 
New Subscriber 
Free Draw Winner 


f Subscriber 
O Draw 


ANTHONY BEESLEY 
ROBIN’S LANE 
SUTTON - ST. HELENS 
MERSEYSIDE 


Lastly, many thanks to Clive 
Wynes, for his hard work in 
compiling the quiz, (those 
questions on British Albums 
were killers!) and yourselves for 
having such a competition with 
such marvellous prizes. 


Yours Sincerely 
Frank Bradshaw 
37 Compass Close 
Runcorn Cheshire 


Eds. 

Great to know you're so pleased 
Frank. We echo your thanks to 
Pontins and MCA Record Company 
for their fabulous prizes and Clive 
who again “did the business”, finding 
just the right balance to bring a 
terrific entry. 


OOO0O0O 


Dear Eds, 


Very many thanks for April 
issue of C.M.R.U . Trust you to 
beat the “other two” with that 
SUPER pull-out, of the 
Wembley Show (alas, no John 
Schneider now, but an excellent 
substitute in Janie Fricke). 


Nice shiny paper and most 
useful info on the artists. In 
fact, as always, | have enjoyed 
reading every page. Now I'm 
retired and a lady (7) of leisure, 
| have more time, not only to 
read my favourite Country 
Paper sooner, but to spend 
more time assimulating all the 
“goodies” there-in. 


Aren't those “| love Country” 
LP's marvellous value at £3.49 
each! | treated myself to the 
Lacy J. Dalton one only today, 
it’s great. Also the “Country 
Classics” you advertise on page 
2 - you should have seen my 
daughter and | complete with 
magnifying glass, trying to read 
the tracks on Dolly Parton's “In 
The Good Old Days”!! Managed 
most of them, too, by squinting! 


Hopefully we're going down 

to the Wembley Festival Sat 
Must meet our once-a-year pals 
again. - but flatly refuse to buy a 
ticket for the show which we're 
unable to use, just in order to 
go in to the exhibition - Perhaps 
see you there? 


Sincerely yours 
Yvonne Evans 
Llandudno 
Gwynedd LL30 1ES 


Dear Editors, 


A copy of the last ‘Friends of Guy 
Clark’ newsletter is enclosed. 


Thank's so much, on Guy’s behalf, 
for the excellent coverage that your 
magazine gave to the Spring '87 
tour of England. 


| enjoyed reading the two issues of 
your publication that another avid 
fan of Guy’s sent me. | was 
impressed by the wide range of 
artist's covered, from the 
superstars to the not so famous. | 
think that country music 
publications here in the States 
concentrate too much on the 
superstars, ignoring less well 
known but talented musicians. 


There is no charge to receive the 
newsletter. We have about 300 
members in England at this time 
and if any CMRU readers would 
like to receive a copy we will be 
happy to add them to our mailing 
list. 


Best regards, 

Jo Ann Aronson 

Friends of Guy Clark 

P O Box 147 

Fall River Mills C A 960Z8 
U.S.A. 


Classified 
Advertisements 
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ucky Strike Country Records. Mail 
rder. Modern, Bluegrass, Acoustic, 
eletions. No lists yet. Albums by: Gene 
Watson, J D Crowe, David Allan Coe, 
eldom, Scene, Bellamy Bros, plus 
any more! Ring today — don't delay. 

« Thetford (0842) 860552 


FAN CLUB UPDATE 


VERNON OXFORD FAN CLUB. SAE to 
Lynda Wyatt (Sec). 14 Roman Road. 
Taunton. Somerset TA1 2BD. 


GERRY FORD FAN CLUB SAE to: 
Margaret Trotter (Secretary) 

3, Priory Bank Villas, Coldstream, 
Berwickshire, TD12 4DZ. 

Tel: (0890) 2871. 


OOOO 


Every month we are 


offering new subscribers the 
chance to win a country 

album in our monthly draw. If 

you are already a subscriber 


and due for renewal, don’t 
worry, you will still be eligible 
for the 


FREE DRAW 


But don't waste time, your 
subscription must be with us by 
the first of next month. For the 
subscription rates see elsewhere in 
this publication. 
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As his prize Tony gets the 
brand new M.C.A. album 
from Patty Loveless 


DORMANS ATHLETIC 
Oxford Road. Middlesborough. 
Cleveland. (Thursdays) 


7 Stu Page & Remuda. 14 Gerry Ford 
Show. 21 Jerry Arhelger U.S.A. and 
St Louis Union. 28 J D Band. 


GO COUNTRY CLUB 
Glaxo Sports & Social Club, Harmire 
Road, Barnard Castle, Co. Durham 
(First Sunday) 


3 Hank Walters and the Dusty Road 
Ramblers. 


HAZEL GROVE CMC (Sundays) 
Reform Club, Napier Street, Hazel 
Grove, Stockport. 


3 J. D. Band. 10 Wells Fargo. 17 Naden 
Band. 24 Romiley Forum. 31 Mick 
Conlin Band. 


HIGH LANE CMC (Saturday). 
High Lane Conservative Club, 
Buxton Road, High Lane, Stockport. 


2 Nashville Fever. 9 Hillsiders. 16 Kelly 
Band. 23 Stroller. 24 Romiley 
Forum.30 Campbells Country. 


ROMILEY FORUM 

Compstall Road. Romiley. Stockport 
(24th at 7p.m.) 

Stu Page & Remuda, Dillinger & Kenny 
Johnson and North Wind. 


FIGHTING COCK (Wednesdays). 
Monteney Crescent, Ecclesfield, 
Sheffield 


6 Peter Kane. 13 Russ Carlton. 20 
Tennessee Moon. 27 Silver Dollar. 


Are you selling Britain’s 
fastest growing country 
publication in your club? 


‘COUNTRY MUSIC 
ROUND UP’ 


offering the greatest coverage 
of country music - is available: 
for club sales 


CLUB SECRETARIES 


Why don't you find out details and 
let your members have the latest 
news fast every month 


For details of 
special club rates 


(oy 


(0522) 41546 


OUTLAWS CMC (Saturdays) 
Lanchester Social Club. 
Newbiagin Road. Lanchester 
2 5th Birthday Show — Vernon Oxford 
and Hickory Lake. 9 Jody Stevens & 
Westwood. 16 Gerry Ford & Duke Boys. 
23 lona & Andy. 30 Black Spur Road 


SUNDOWNERS CWC 
Royal Hunt. Top Valley. Nottingham 
(Sundays) 


3 Paul Carr. 10 J D Band. 17 Mary T Rose 


Band. 24 Tony & Katie Dallas. 31 Adeys 
Hardware Company. 


COLT 45 CLUB (Monthly) 
Beachstation Leisure Park. 
Felixstowe. 


9 Gypsy. 


THE STABLES CMC 
Bond End, Knaresborough, Yorks. 
(Alternate Saturdays). 


9 Pete Jones Outfit 23 The Daltons. 


RIVERBOAT CMC (Sundays) 
Blackwell Street. Kidderminster. 

3 Whiskey River. 10 Silvias Silva 
Dellar.17Spill The Beans. 24 Couniry 
Company. 31 Saddle Tramps. 


Shank Cueryone fer the G 


COLCHESTER CMC 


Woods Leisure Centre. Colchester 
(1st and 3rd Thursday in month) 


7 Al Cody & Clovis.21 Anniversary 


Night. Tina James & Gypsy and Cross 
Country. 


PONDEROSA CWC (Friday) 
The Pine Mine. Ipswich Street. 
Stowmarket. Suffolk 


1 Western Rodeo Band. 8 Buffalo. 15 
Louisiana Hellraisers. 22 Clancy. 29 
The Foster Boys. 


HARROW CMC (Thursdays) 
Morritts. Adj. Wealdstone 
FC. Station Road, Harrow, Middx 


7 Mick Conlin Band. 14 George Moody & 
C.S. 21 Dave Lord & Country Gold. 28 
Manson Grant & The Dynamos. 


FOUR ON THE FLOOR 
Hounslow F.C.. Denbigh Road. 
Hounslow, Middx. (Tuesdays) 

5 Country Born. 12 Desperado. 19 Cross 
Country. 26 Tony Goodacre and Sarah 
Jory. 


reat ‘Fup hol at thetr 


RIVERSIDE CMC 

Riverside Leisure Centre. Banks. 
Nr Southport 

(Wednesdays & Saturdays) 


2 The New Everglades. 6 Cody's County. 
9 Spill The Beans. 13 Sundown. 16 Bob 
McKinlay and Dixie Fried. 20 Pete 
Palmer. 23TP Stubbs. 27TBA. 

30 Stone Creek. 


RAVENSHEAD VILLAGE HALL 
Ravenshead. Nr Mansfield 
(2nd Friday) 


8 Pinkertons Colours and B T Cassidy. 


WILDWOOD SOUTH CMC 
Millbrook School, Lower Brownhill 
Road. Maybush, Southampton 


2 Rio. 9 Steelwater Gang. 16 Tulsa 
Time. 23 Stewart Bros. & First Chapter. 
30 Hurricane Ridge. 


WOLVERHAMPTON CMC (Sundays) 
The Woodhayes., Blackhalve Lane. 
Wednesfield. West Midlands. 

3 Pinkertons Colours. 10 The Foster 
Boys. 17 Jeannie Sinclaire & Stateside. 
24 Kelvin Henderson and his band. 31 
Whiskey River. 


Wembley hrena and 
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HULL CMC (Fridays) 

Olivers’, 2 Norfolk Street, Beverley 
Road, Hull. 

1 Rivendel Duo. 8 Tony Goodacre and 
Sarah Jory. 15 Hickory Lake. 22 Paul 
Rogers. 29 Dave Bryan, Pat & Roger 
Johns. 


LEASOWE CASTLE CMC 
Leasowe Castle Hotel, Leasowe 
Road, Moreton, Merseyside 
(Thursdays) 


7 Sandy Nings Country Flavour. 14 


Shotgun. 21 Whiskey River. 28 New 
Country Cousins. 


BORDER PATROL CWC (Fridays) 
c/o The Irish Club, Basildon Road, 
Laindon, Essex. 

8 Spellbound. 15 Cherokee. 22 Pete 
Palmer Fox Mountain Express. 29 
Country Echoes. 


BASILDON COUNTRY MUSIC 
FESTIVAL 

Festival Hall, Basildon. 

(1st, 2nd and 3rd) 


| | | | | 


CLIFFSONS CMC (Mondays) 
Railway Club, Wrexham, N. Wales. 


4 Sarah Jory. 11 Paul Rogers. 18 
Rambling Fever & Darren. 25 Penni. 
Resident Host at all shows — Jeff 
Cliffson. 


ABERDEEN CWC 

The Hotel Metro. 17 Market Street 
Aberdeen 

(Tuesdays) 


5 Ann Breen & her Band plus support. 
12 Colorado plus support. 19 T.B.A. 
26 Clovis plus support 


BIDDS CWC 

Sutherland Road. Longton. 
Stoke-On-Trent. Staffs. 
(Friday & Saturday). 


1 Vernon Oxford & Hickory Lake. 2 Ken 
Harris & Station Break. 8 Duffy Brothers, 
Dave Bryan with Pat & Roger Johns. 9 
Kelvin Henderson & his band. 15lona & 
Andy. 16 Christy Lane Band. 22 Pete 
Jones Outfit and Jim Ryder. 23 
Buckskin. 29 Down Country Boys. 30 
Kelly Band. 


OOOOOO 


ELGIN CWC (Fortnightly) 
St Leonards Hotel, Duff Avenue, 
Elgin. 


7 Skin & Bone. 21 Clovis. 


GO WEST CMC (Last Thursday) 
Tingle Creek Hotel, Erbusaig By Kyle 
of Lochalsh. 


28 Al Cody & Clovis. 


PROSPECT CMC (Monthly) 
Prospect Hotel, Harrogate. 


1 Spring Special — West Virginia. 


ROSSINGTON LABOUR CLUB 
Gattison Lane, Rossington, 
Doncaster. S. Yorks. (Mondays) 


4 Stella & The Dealer. 11 Pete Martin 
Sound. 18 Black Spur Band. 25 
Cheyenne. 


YORK CMC (Thursdays). 

York City Arms Sports Club, 
Fawcett Street, York. 

7 Keith Manifold. 14 Mick Conlin Band. 
21 Sundown. 28 Art Marshall. 


THE HIGH NOON CMC 

Brimington Club, High Street. 
Brimington. Nr Chesterfield 

5 Jim Ryder. 12 Pete Jones Outfit. 19 
Carole Gordon & Bob Newman. 26 Vince 
Clayton with Pat & Roger Johns. 30 
Sweet Water Creek. 


THE WELCOME CMC_ (Sundays) 
Lancastrian Squash Club. East Bond 
Street. Leigh, Lancs. 

3Steelwater Gang. 10 Memphis Short & 
Tennessee. 17 Desperado. 24 The Kevin 
Duffy Band. 31 The Ben Reece Band. 


MAYFAIR CENTRE (Monthly) 


Seaton Carew. Cleveland 


7 Key West and Manson Grant & the 
Dynamos. 


WHITE HORSE CWC 
The Labour Club: Saltcoats 
(Fortnightly) 


1 Carol Silver Band. 29 Country Dawn 


BACCHUS CMC (Monthly) 
Bacchus Hotel, Sutton—-On-Sea, Nr 
Mablethorpe. Lincs. 


14 Hickory Lake. Compere — Texas Ted. 


STRETFORD CMC 

George Carnall Sports Centre. 
Kingsway Park, Off Lostock Road, 
Davyhulme, Manchester. 

(2nd Tuesday of Month). 


19 Armadillo. 


LAZYACRE CMC 

S.H.A. Hospital Social Club. 
Racecourse Lane. Shrewsbury, 
Shropshire. (Fortnightly) 


4 Clovis, Paul Rogers, Tony Best. 18 No 
Club. 25 Dance Night. Tony Best & 
Friends, lan Ashcrofts Country Express. 


CADES COUNTY CMC (Friday) 
Shireoaks MW. Shireoaks. 
Nr Worksop. Notts 


1 Les Close Trio. 8 Spill The Beans. 


15Ryman Country Band. 22 Springfield. 


29 Mick Conlin Band. 


CIRCLE W WESTERNERS 

Brewer & Baker, Upper Church Lane 
Tipton. West Midlands. (Saturdays) 
2 Westwood. 4 Southern Charm. 

9 Ramrod. 16 Saddletramps. 23 Rio 
Grande. 25 Johnny Carter & Hurricane 
Ridge. 30 Bakersfield UK. 


BORDER CMC 

Black & Gold Social Club, Sheffield 
Park, Tweedmouth, 
Berwick-On-Tweed. 

(2nd Tuesday) 


12 Ann Breen & The Breen Band. 


SOUTHERN STAR CWC 
Europa Lounge, New Road, Ayr. . 
(Wednesdays) 


6 Legend. 13 Maggie & Tennessee 
Express. 20 Duffy Brothers and Carol 
Silver Band. 27 Stu Page & Remuda. 


BRAMLEY SOCIAL CLUB 
Cross Street, Bramley, Rotherham. 
(Thursdays). 


7 Dillinger. 14 Pinkertons Colours. 21 
Pete Palmer Band. 28 Ken & Billie Ford. 


THE END OF THE TRAIL CMC 
The Farmers Arms, Kempsey 
Common, Kempsey, Worcester. 
(Alt. Saturdays) 

2 The Dave Bryan Trio. 16 Joleen & 
Barry plus Shaun Michael. 30 Manson 
Grant & the Dynamos. 


IPSWICH CWC 
Bridge Ward Conservative Club, 
Austin Street, Ipswich. 
(Wednesdays) 


6 TBA. 13 Dave West & Denver Drive. 20 
Clancy. 27 Red River Country. 


BORDER BADLANDS 

Auld Smiddy, Gretna. 

(1st Sunday) 

3 Bob McKinlay & Dixie Fried. 7 Mick 
Conlin Band. 


THE ALBION (Fridays) 
Lichfield Road, Wednesfield. West 
Midlands 


1 The J D Band. 8 Westwood. 15 Circuit 
Judge. 22 The Black Spur Road Band. 29 
TBA. 


MAUREENS CMC 

Hatherley Lane. Cheltenham. 
Gloucester. (Weekly) 

1 Spellbound, 4 Bromford County. 

8 Dixon & Allon Backroom Band. 15 Bill 
Conlon and Emerald and Sarah Jory. 

22 Bob McKinley. 29 Campbells Country. 


CON'S COUNTRY. (Saturdays) 
Immingham Conservative Club, 
Kings Road. Immingham. 

2 Pete Martin Trio. 9 Johnny Marks. 
16 Springfield. 23 Hickory Lake. 

30 Rogue Band. 


GOLDEN WEST (Sundays) 
Little London Caravan Park, 
Torksey, Lincs. 


10 Tony Goodacre and Jeanie Dee Trio. 
17 Nashville Fever. 31 Lenag Texas Tea 
Boys. 


PALOMINO (Thursdays) 

Ye Olde Cherry Tree. High Street. 
Southgate 

7 Dixie-Allon Band. 14 Clovis Country. 
21 Bill Conlin with Emerald. 28 The Rio 
Band. 


7-11 (Sundays) 
Travellers Rest. Kenton Road. 
Middx 


3 Tina James & Gipsey. 10 Dixie-Allon 
Band. 17 Clovis Country. 24 Bill Conlin 
with Emerald. 31 The Rio Band. 


INVERNESS CWC (Tuesdays). 
Pharaohs Suite. Inverness Ice Centre. 
5 Manson Grant & The Dynamos. 12 
Gambler & Joe Sadio. 19 Clovis 

Country. 26 Colorado. 


GLASGOWS ‘GRAND OLE OPRY’ 
2/4 Govan Road. Paisley Road Toy 
1 Blue Ridge Band. 2 Gerry Ford & The 
Duke Boys. 3 Country Flavour. 8 Carol 
Silver Band. 9 Lodi. 10 Western Front. 
15 Gold Rush. 16 Denis Denver Band. 17 
Carmel & Kentucky. 22 Freeway. 23 
Sundowners. 24 Buzzard Creek. 29 
Bakersfield. 30 Gambler. 31 Route 65. 


HIGH PEAK CMC (Friday). 
Railway Hotel. Bridge Street, Buxton, 
Derbyshire 


22 1987 Winners Show. Johnny Marks. 
Don Keyworth’s Top Country Sound 


TUSCON (Mondays). 

The Berry Suite, Abbey Lane, 
Edinburgh. 

4 Maggie & Tennessee Express.11 
Scots Country Comfort. 18 Gerry Ford & 
The Duke Boys. 25 The Hank West Band. 
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MIKEY) 


JOHN CONLEE 
THE WHITES 
PARTON/RONSTADT/ HARRIS . 
IAN TYSON .............. 


NANCI GRIFFITHS 


SOUUTRY 
WUSIG BOOM 


(DEPT M) 18 Hilton Avenue, 
Aberdeen AB2 3RE Scotland 


RECENT RELEASES INCLUDE: 
(AVAILABLE BY RETURN POST) 


GENE WATSON ........... HONKY TONK CRAZY ............. £8.95 


Kaas saree AIN'T NO BINDS 
TRIO 


sie Sire Vea LAST OF THE TRUE BELIEVERS .... 
MOE BANDY ............. YOU HAVENT HEARD THE LAST OF ME £8.95 
Spee AEE A PLACE CALLED LOVE 


£6.95 


Reese evigeysi are EARLY TRACKS 
NORMAN WADE .......... PURESCOUNTRY worn sericea ewer > £8.95 
THES OWKANES © 25-2250, cn: WHE: GIRAWES isos itie do az aire £6.25 


Bakise REPOSSESSED). 2. St esos: 


HANK SNOW 


WAYLON JENNINGS ....... 
EDDY ARNOLD 
JOHN D. LOUDERMILK .... 
DOLLY PARTON 


@ it was a matter of great 
sadness to all connected with 
Roundup a few years ago 
when Wally Wallace, South 
Wales correspondent, died. 


He was dedicated to the 
music and did a terrific job 
for his area. Fortunately, 
South Wales had another 
devotee in Frank Power 
prepared to take over the 
position, which Wally had 
filled with such distinction, 
and he has continued to 
write his regional column 
ever since. 


CORRESPONDENT: 


@ This was not Frank’s first 
joumalistic enterprise, for he 
had previously been 
associated with the local 
Welsh magazine “Country 
Scene” ... born in Cardiff but 
of Southern Irish parentage, 
Frank Power first saw the 
light of day on August 23rd 
1929... 

reading the notes 

supplied by Frank at my 
request, it almost appears 
that country music is his only 
real interest in life. No other 
hobbies or pursuits being 
mentioned at all, but 
considering that he has, 
travelled to no less than 
twenty countries, he probably 
hasn't got the time for other 
interests! Countries visited 
include such unlikely spots 
as China, Portugese Macau, 
and San Marino, while he has 
attended country music 
shows in Hong Kong, The 
Phillipines, Germany, Eire 
and the USA. 


one eliscecaradarer¥ ALL TIME FAVOURITES 
12 SIDES OF 


Also CBS ‘1 LOVE COUNTRY’ SERIES ... ALL IN STOCK at £3.50 
Add Post at 1 LP:- 95p ... 2 LP’s:- £1.15... 3 LP’s:- £1.45 ... 4 LP’s:-£1.85 


Have you had problems obtaining Country Music albums ? 
If so, consider your problems solved ... 

We have been in the Mail Order record business for 16 years, 

specialising in Bluegrass, Acoustic and Modern Country 

and issue a 36 page catalogue, listing all LP’s, bi-monthly 


(Send 2 x 13p stamps for your copy now.) 


JOHNNY RUSSELL ........ MR. ENTERTAINER ............... 
BeatMprareaiotaraars RAILROAD MAN ................. 


® His 79 Datsun Violet has 
over 100,000 miles on the 
clock ! Not surprising since 
he once travelled over 1,000 
miles in one week, pursuing 
country music in the U.K., 
and as a further example of 
dedication over and above 
the call of duty, some years 
ago he spent 3 frosty nights 
sleeping in that car at 
Wembley, having been 
unable to get fixed up 
accommodation. 


® His first recollection of 
country music was Stephen 
Foster's Southern Songs 
when Frank was about ten 
years old, and he attended 
his first concert when Slim 
Whitman visited Cardiff 
around about 1965. Of the 
many concerts seen since he 
specifically mentions among 
the most memorable Waylon 
Jennings at Hammersmith 
Odeon (I agree), and for the 
fantastic reception from the 
audience, Barbara Mandrell 
in Nashville during 1980, 
others to remain in his 
memory include the 
harmonies of The Oakridge 
Boys (Downtown Municipal 
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The High Peak 
CMC Fourth 


: Annual Awards 


® Dave Buxton, Jeff 
Twigg and the Committee 
info that Johnny Marks 
again gets the clubs 
annual Solo Award and 
the Band Award 
acknowledges local group 
Don Keyworth and Top 
Country Sounds: For a 
delighted Don Keyworth 
it's a perfect note to finish 
on ‘An award from local 
fans at his local club’ as 


: after the Awards Show on 


(22nd May) Don becomes 
mine host in a Burton pub 


®@ Also on a 4th is 
C.M.R.U's Brian Ahern 
invited back once again to 
present the Club awards. 


Zeebrugge 
Disaster? 


@ The Norfolk based ‘Jim 
Reeves styled’ artist, lan 
Stephens info’s CMRU that 
he's joined the growing 
number of Country Music 
acts gigging to bring extra 
financial relief to the 
dependents of the 
Zeebrugge ferry disaster. 


@ Jan plays a special (8th 
May) Charity Show at The 
Sparrows Nest, Lowestoft. 
Where they hope to fill the 
850 seat theatre ... For more 
details telephone 0366 
728631 


Auditorium, Nashville) and 
Fiddling Sid Barkreader, then 
aged 82, at the Ryman 
Auditorium. Sid was of 
course one of the performers 
on the very first broadcast of 
the Grand Ole Opry back in 
1925. 


@ As to his own taste in 
country music, he lists his 
three favourite artistes as Roy 
Clark, Waylon Jennings and 
Willie Nelson, in that order. 
The Duffy brothers are his 
vote for best of British while 
he mentions Nashville Fever 
as his top British band and 
Johnny Marks his favourite 
U.K. Solo act. Best loved 
instrument ? the fiddle. 


On the personal side, Frank 
married in 1954 and divorced 
after 20 years. His daughter 
Denise sadly died in 1983 at 
the young age of 25, but 

he has two sons, Danny now 
25, and Martin, 17 at 
college. The other member of 
the household is a well 
matured “Whisky”, that being 
the name of his 14 year old 
Jack Russell. 


@ Frank worked for Cardiff 
City Council for 17 years 
taking retirement in 1986. 


Presumably his travels will 
really take over in the future 
(as | write he is in fact in 
Israel) however, as long as he 
keeps coming back and 
tuming his monthly spotlight 
on the South Wales country 
scene we can he says 

look forward to reading his 
column for many years to 
come. 


Larry Drummond. 


A 
weekend 
Entertainment and Excitement 


J family day out for £5.00, = 
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DIWATRES 
acl oes FIVE iP EDE 1G. 
NEWTOWN - POWYS) 7: 


lrniclay. t© Stincavy 
eoth-o ist IMLS ies 1O8zr 


C&WEVENING & TALENT COMPETITION 
WESTERN DISPLAYS & COMPETITIONS 
SHEEP SHEARING DEMONSTRATION 
IT’S A KNOCKOUT RODEO 

FUNFAIR AXE RACING 

TROTTING RACES 

MEDICINE SHOW 

FUN DOG SHOW 

RAFT RACE 

HORSE SHOW 

PUNCH & JUDY 

TUG OF WAR 

PRIZE BINGO 

GRAND PARADE 

TRADE STANDS 

BARS & REFRESHMENTS 


\ 


L. 


1987 Adopted Charities: 
Riding for Disabled Association; 


Shropshire & Mid Wales Hospice. 


GRAND DRAW for a HOLIDAY 
FOR 2.to the CALGARY STAMPEDE 
(3rd/12th July) flying with AIR CANADA (i) TAMMY CLINE 4 SOUTHERN 


Free Programmes & Information (S.A.E. please) from: MANIFOLD 
D. V. Poole. Ty Croes. Llanymynech, Powys, SY22 6ER. Tel 0691-830872 


‘ COUNTRY & WESTERN 
Was 4 Z 
GORDIE WEST, JIM. RYDER — 
IONA & ANDY. SLIM PICKENS 


> IN CONJUNCTION WITH 
OFFER A COMPLETE 
5 DAY// HOLIDAY 


PACKAGE 
AT THE 


= From Fri. 24th - Tues. 28th July 


PHILOMENA BEGLEY COLORADO 
with SHOTGUN MANSON GRANT & 


GERRY FORD THE DYNAMOS 


JOLENE & BARRY THE JOHN C KING 
FAMILY BAND 

KID WAYNE & 

THE KW CBAND CENTERFOLD 


HARMONY 


FESTIVAL ACTIVITIES 
BUFFET DANCE, ALL 
DAY CONCERT, EVENING 
DANCE 


HANK WEST & 
HIGH COUNTRY 


TOUROF THE 
WHISKY TRAIL 
(Free Sample!!) 


COMPERE TONY BEST 


ALL THIS- 
AND MORE!!! 


AHighlands and Islands 
Development Board Project 


TOUR OF HIGHLAND 
CASTLES & HISTORIC 
SITES 


CRUISE ON 

LOCH NESS TO 
LIVE 

ENTERTAINMENT 
(Nessie? ) 


P TheScottnss ¥ 


I Highlands S) 
lire i 


For ONLY 


£99.50 


Per person INCLUSIVE OF 
er 


ACCOMODATION & 
ALL CONCERT ADMISSIONS 


Departing from Edinburgh or Glasgow on Friday, 24th July '87, returning on Tuesday, 
28th July '87 Alternatively, join the tour on Friday evening in Inverness for the lower 
rice of £89.50. For full details, contact Susan on 0463 220414, or write to Highland 
nsight Holidays, FREEPOST, PO Box 60, INVERNESS, IV1 1BR. For festival tickets 
only, ‘phone Ann on 0463 221268. 
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SELL FASTER... 


BUY BETTER... NON STOP “STATE-FAIR” 


ATMOSPHERE 


® A carnival parade 
through the streets of 
Peterborough on 
Saturday August 29th 


Country Music Round-Up 


NEW 1987 MAIL ORDER CATALOGUE 
imme * ."¢ THE GON SHOP 


For All Blank Firers and 


Tapes 
Unlimited 


CASSETTE DUPLICATION IW REAL TIME 


photographs 


credited to Brian Shelley 
obtained by writing to:- 


Martial Arts Equipment. plus 
Western supplies 
Send £1 cheque or PO 
Payable to 
THE GUN SHOP 
9 PLUMSTEAD HIGH STREET 
LONDON SE19 1SA 
Tel: 01 854 4883 


REDWING 
MUSIC 225s: 


TOP QUALITY STRING SETS FOR 
GUITAR, BASS. PEDAL STEEL. 
FIDDLE AND BANJO. 

@ DISCOUNT PRICES 

@ FAST RELIABLE SERVICE 


List from: 

REDWING MUSIC, 

DEPT R, MOUNT HILL, EWHURST, 
SURREY GU6 7PX. 


BAND WANTED 


Talented multi- 
instrumentalist, 
specialising in Pedal Steel 
Guitar/Mandolin, seeks to 
join fully committed 


Cassettes with AGFA/BASF 
Normal or Chrome tape 
using Nakamichi machines 
copied to exacting quality 
Any master format accepted 
Blank cassettes wound 
to customer's length requirements 
74 Garland. Rothiey, 
Leicester LE7 7AG 
(0533) 602064 


KEN’S COUNTRY 
DISCO 


DJ AND COMPERE 
25 years spinning 


Available for your 


‘Photo File (Dept. CMRU) 


59 Leavesden Road, Watford, 
WD2 SEB. Tel: (0923) 51217. 


SOUNDSATION 


Artistes & Bands Wanted with 
ORIGINAL MATERIAL 
For Promoting. 
Send Tapes, Biographies & 
Photographs to: 
PO Box 20 
MANCHESTER M12 5RY 
or phone: 
061 256 2816 


BARGAIN RECORDS/TAPES 


Many Hard To Get 
Deleted Titles Plus Newies 


Send £1 For Extensive List 


(Refundable On First Order)To: 


will wind up at the 
Festival's 15-acre site. 


As well as the 5000 seat 
‘big-top’ housing the 
main concert stage, the 
site has a massive 
outdoor arena which will 
be used from 11am each 
day to present ‘State 
Fair’ style attractions. 


® In addition to the 

outstanding line-up for 
the main concert stage, 
the promoters have 
added budget this year 
for arena activities and 
outside attractions at the 
four-day extravaganza. 


® Four of the country’s 
leading aerobatic display 
teams are booked 
(Marlboro, Toyota-Pitts, 
Jaguar and Unipart) - as 
well as parachute drops, 
wild-west shows, 
motorcycle stunt teams 
and so on. 


ALMA 7th ANNUAL 
COUNTRY 
JAMBOREE 


® Surrounding the 
arena are trade stands 
offering the usual event 
paraphanalia of belts, 
buckles, badges, boots, 
records, posters, etc. 
Bookings for these 
stands already exceed 
last year’s and major 
record labels have taken 
space. 


® Admission to the site 
is free (tickets only 
being required for the 
concerts) so the Festival 
becomes an attractive 
holiday ‘day-out’ for 
thousands of families 
from a wide radius 
around Peterborough 
itself - as well as a non- 
stop activity weekend for 
country fans. 


@ Adjacent to the arena 
is an outdoor stage on 
which Country Music 
Round Up, will present a 
daily schedule of British 
acts performing original 
material - a feature 
which proved very 
popular last year. 
(Artists looking for 
exposure for their own 
songs, who wish to be 
considered should write 
direct to this publication 
before June 30th ‘87). 


Opry 1st Ladies Trio ... 


Eternity Music Sales 
‘Meredale, The Dell, 
Reach Lane, 

Nr Leighton Buzzard, 
Beds., UK. 


show/party, anywhere @ The 7th ALMA Country 
Festival sponsored by real ale 
giants Matthew Brown, at 
Gypsies Green Stadium in 
South Shields on the 11/12 
July, is expected to gain a larg 
turnout, following the success 
of last years event, when over 
two thousand attended. 


working group. Based 
within Newcastle/ 
Edinburgh Area 
Tel: 057 37 215 


For UK 


® Scottish Promoter Drew @ The tour, (September 
Taylor makes one of his 25th to October 11th) 

now fairly infrequent sorties features ... Jean Shepard 
into the Country Music Barbara Fairchild and Melba 
Promotions Arena with an Montgomery. 

Autumn package billed as 
‘First Ladies of the Grand 
Old Opry’. 


Doncaster 876272 
or Rotherham 894444 


CAN YOU PLAY 
GUITAR & SING? 


Then let us provide 
you with a Backing 
Group on Cassette 


Hundreds of Titles available 
(0505) 614345 


For Catalogue and Demo 
Tape G.T. Trax 


photographs 


: ® More details later ... 
@ Artiste’s already confirmed 


include: Le Rue, the top 
American cajun group with 
members from the Queen Ida 
Band, Britains own Wes 
McGhee (with American side 
men) plus Ray Froggatt and 
Kenny Johnson with 
Northwind. 


Country Style 
‘COUNTRY SUNSHINE’ / 
‘A SONG I'D LIKE TO SING’ 


NEW RELEASE ON 
CACTUS RECORDS 
Please send Cheque or Postal Order 


CACTUS RECORDS 
2 Conifers, Brickfield Lane, Bumham, Bucks. 


To find out more about copy dates and 


ahediledia rates for advertising, ring (0522) 41546. 


Jim Silverthorn 
‘Photo File (Dept. CMRU) 
11 Fry's Hill, Kingswood, 
Bristol. BS15 4QJ. 


SQUARE DEAL 
PROMOTIONS 


SOLE UK AGENT 
FOR TOP IRISH ACTS 


JOHN C KING 
THE COTTON MILL BOYS 
KID WAYNE 
AND THE KWC BAND 


NOW ORGANISING 1987 TOUR DATES 
0463 221268 


@ Among the other popular 
acts appearing are Stu Page, 
Hickory Lake, Collier Dixon 
Line, Shackband, Stonecreek, 
local favourites the Moat 
Brothers. Also The Black Spur 
Road Band, Mick Conlin and 
Tynesides own Byker Country 
Ramblers. 


A weekend ticket costs just 
£8.00. For further details of the 
7th Annual Country Jamboree 
ring Tyneside 4540269. 


LEAD GUITARIST 
Experienced, Inventive Guitarist, 
Fully Professional, Seeks Work 
for Rest of Year - Stage or Studio 
Sessions. Can Travel for 
Appropriate Renumeration 
Based in Scotland can Provide 
Lead and/or Harmony Vocals, 
Mandolin and some Lap Steel or 
Fiddle. Would be Valuable to 
Augment any Band for Performing 
Or Recording. 
Phone (0337) 58229 


COUNTRY MUSIC 
RECORDS 
MAIL ORDER 
Modern, Deletions, Etc 
EXAMPLE: 


George Strait - 
Ocean Front Property 6.25 
Lyle Lovett - 

Lyle Lovett 6.25 
Dan Seals - 

On The Front Line 6.25 
MANY MORE TITLES IN STOCK 
DON'T DELAY RING TODAY 
0842 860552 


Country Singer Songurtler 
¢ 


é nqutres ©. Bookings 
(0476) 76642 


WHAT OUR ADVERTISERS SAV... 


enthusiasts turn up in 
minibuses. Then we do tend to 
run out of certain lines. So if 
anyone intends paying us a 
special visit, | would suggest 
that they telephone first, just to 
check that we have in stock the 


Dear CMRU 


Please find enclosed 
renewal notice to continue our 
Market Place advertisement for 
the next three months. 


Publishers Notice: 


@ Sue to extreme pressures 
on space, we are holding over 
our full pictorial review, on 
the very successful CMRU 5th 


This Space! 


£17.25 
including 


J. & E. Records 


St. Mary's Road, 
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THE MAGNIFICENT MUSIC MACHINE 
0952 583672 


‘DON’T BE VAGUE BOOK Ye 3 


Who Sits Down & - 
Makes Audiences 
Sit Up. 


Tel: 0302 771287 


ARTISTE, 
COMPERE & 
STAGE MANAGER 


061-973 6380 
EQUITY & M.U. 


STU PAGE & REMUDA 


Enquiries:- 


JEFF CLIFFSON 


One of Wales’ top Country 


y oss: singers 
lt © (0691) 772023 
Rg (0691) 


é, x No venue too large or small 


Distance no object 
Fully pro. 


FiiG Shonsored By Couslsy Fiore Mc 


/f you're visiting our area, why not spend an 
evening with us. Tel (0258) 54258 
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Brian Richards Promotions 
Telephone: (01) 311 3038 
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SERS 


CLOVIS 


WE ARE STILL ALIVE ... 
... AND BACK TO FIVE. 
Some dates left for '87 
but now booking for 1988 
Ring 
Al Cody 0633-57086 


Ng * 


Contact: (0952) 610919, (0889) 882607 


JGIMNOLLVN FTEVIVAV 


TOP SOLO 
COUNTRY ENTERTAINER 
ICMA FINALIST 


JIM RYDER 


ALBUMS AND CASSETTES 
AVAILABLE BY POST 
£4.50 inc. P & P. 


BOOKINGS DIRECT: Alf Roberts & 
2 Celyn Ave. Connah's Quay # 
Deeside. Clwyd CH5 4SZ 


Tel: (0244) 813009 


If yowre not listed 
} it’s probably your 
{| own fault, contact 
: (0522) 41546 _ 


“Southern Fried Frog” 


Album by 


\ RAYMOND FROGGATT 


, UK’s No. 1 Singer/Songwriter 


Includes 


“Top Of The Stairs”, “Cold As 
The Landlord's Heart” etc. 


£4.99 including p&p 


TELFORD RECORDS 
148 Warrens Way, Woodside, Telford TF7 5QF 


PONTIN’S. 


SIGHTS & SOUNDS 


@ Take your partners by the hand!.. 
Country Music Festivals. again form 
part of Pontin’s Hobby and Leisure 
Holidays programme. 1987 
recreating the sights and sounds of 
the “Old West’ for holidaymakers. 


@ Both country and the western fans. 
from all over the UK can choose from 
five different Festivals at four of 
Pontin’s self-catering centres. all 
featuring a top line-up of artistes. acts 
and groups from the British Country 
scene. The first Festival took place 
over the Easter holiday at St Mary's 
Bay Holiday Centre. Brixham. 


@ The Country Music Artists playing 
for the Springtime Country Festival at 
Prestatyn Sands (2-9 May) 


Indians. Stroller. Shag Connors and 
the Carrot Crunchers. Dillinger. 
Lousianna Hellraisers. Stu Page and 
Remuda. Tony Goodacre’s Road 
Show. Vernon Oxford and Hickory 
Lake, and Campbells Country. 


@ Later on in the season. Pontin’s 
have three Autumn Country Festivals. 
two of them at Hemsby Holiday Centre 
(19-26 September and 26 
September-3 October). one of the 
largest residential country music 
venues in Europe. The final Festival 
will take place at Brean Sands. 
Burnham-on-Sea (10-17 October). 


@ All five Festivals include nightly 
Country Music Concerts. showbands. 
square dancing and a ‘Gunslingers 
Cinema’ showing many favourite 
westerns and a special programme of 
entertainment for children. 


@ Pamela Knight. special event 
manager for Pontin’s. commented: 
“Our Country Style Festivals provide a 
great week's entertainment for 
country music fans plus allow the 
whole family to enjoy a truly Western 
atmosphere. They have always proved 
to be some of our most popular 
special events. so early booking is 
advisable.” 


This space is donated in the interests of high standards of advertising 


ost advertisements are legal, decent, 
honest and truthful. A few are not, 
and, like you, we want them stopped. 

If you would like to Know more about 
how to make complaints, please send for 
our booklet: ‘The Do’s and Don'ts of 
Complaining’. It’s free. 


The Advertising Standards Authority. 


We're here to put it right. 
ASA Ltd., Dept. Z, Brook House, Torrington Place, London WCIE 7HN. 
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‘T for TEXAS ... T for 
TENNESSEE’ goes the old 
Jimmie Rodgers song ... after 
the recent knockout session at 
the Flight Refuelling CMC 
(Wimborne) with Robert Joe 
Vandygriff and his super outfit, 
it also stands for “Tremendous” 
as far as they were concerned! 


A nonstop programme for a 
jam-packed club in a state of 
excitement all evening 
references to Dallas & South 
Fork (within rifleshot of their 
homes) here we had a punchy, 
professional band with the 
accent on “Texas” style. True, 


® |f spring is bringing out the 
poet “| Wandered Lonely As A 
Cloud” and all that, not in 
country music you won't be 
lonely mate. As | find out on 
numerous visits to clubs. Like 
for instance my visit recently to 
John Ryans club at Harrow, 
John was even waiting at the 
doorway to welcome me. Still 
perhaps that was an 
observation the fact that.it was 
my first time there during the 
clubs 12 year existance ... Plush 
in surroundings by comparison 
with many clubs The Morritt 
Suite offers ample opportunities 
for that enjoyable evening out. 
The attendance I'm told was 
low on the nights | visited but it 
was still in excess of three 
figures. 


® The ‘Jim Whitman'/Mencap 
tour does seem to be having 
mixed fortunes, a report 
recently in ‘The Stage’ tells how 
they had one paying customer 
at one northern venue, but the 
promoters in East Anglia where 
they played to a packed house | 
am told, ‘brought the house 
down!’ But, the same show at 
Maidstone's Ditton Community 
Centre, where the attendance 
was low and certainly not a 
success financially ... there was 
no sign of a representative of 
the Mencap organisation in 
attendance. Even allowing for 
the fact that the advertising for 
this event was not as good as it 
could have been, it was 


the excellent saxaphone didn't 
suit two people, | heard but 
both were of an age they ought 
to recall early “western swing” 
had a jazzband sound ... 
trumpet, sax, clarinet, etc ... (I'll 
be happy to loan them some of 
my records!) 


® Vocally Robert Joe 
Vandygriff was top class, but he 
had competition from the other 
members and how about that 
unaccompanied five part 
harmony at the close? 
Absolutely divine! We could 
have done with some more of 
that to say it brought the house 
down would be an 
understatement... 


@ In conversation with the 
band during a meal-break and 
local 2CR (Bournemouth) radio 
recording (Ross and Colin 
doing sterling work here) | 
learnt that apart from 26 (UK) 
gigs they spent two nights in 
Holland, Robert's “spiritual” 
home, (he has been chasing up 
ancestry, with no significant 
success. | also learnt that the 
fine sound system they were 


@ Providing the entertainment 
were, Rio, who've had changes 
in their line up recently but 
seem to be getting it together 
again. familiarity can certainly 
bring only improvement. Now 
consisting of Steve Scott on 
vocals and gtr, Steve Wilson, 
lead gtr and vocs, Brian Scott 
bass & voc., and on drums 
proving no “chump-end” 
Lambchop. 


® Ancther group who possess 
a large following is Stu Page 
with Remuda. They had made 
the journey south to play clubs 
in this area. | caught up wit him 
recently at Belvedere's Virginian 
club, (I also “bumped into” that 
other CMRU character Mick 
Green). Stu as usual captivated 
his audience and left-them 
asking “When is he coming 
back? 


® Tom Whelan’s “Four-On- 
The-Floor” Club, which has 
been running for twenty years 
now under various guises and 
at different venues has again 
run into hard times. Tom, is one 
of those people who over the 
years has given country music 
a lot and helped many people, | 
will always be grateful for the 
assistance he gave me when | 


disappointing, as | do not think 
the admission price of £3.50 
excessive ... The show 
organiser, John Hayward, it 
seems was not deterred, and 
arranged another, this time at 
the George Hotel, Chatham, the 
home of the “Blue Montanna 
Skies” CMC (The Show will 
have taken place by the time 
you read this). 


®@ Rod Secluna a recent guest 
on “A Taste of Country” on 
Invicta Radio had the 
distinction of being the first 
Country artiste to perform ‘live’ 
on the show... Meantime, show 
presenter known as ‘The Dude’ 
who had been presenting the 
Country show since last 
Autumn, with increasing 
success, has been brought to 
an abrupt halt by the Home 
Office by way of a deportation 
order. ‘The Dude’ hails from 
Tennessee, and has been living 
over here for several years. 
However, the Home Office 
decided he must return to the 
States, and he was given his 
marching orders, at very short 
notice. The future of the 
Country Show is now in the air 
with no firm decision having 


Round The Regions... 


using was in the hands of “pro” 
London based outfit, 
“Catweazle”... normally used to 
“ punk” and “rock”, these two 
were highly competent in 
keeping things on an even keel. 
Nice, by the way, to see other 
old friends Dave and Mary Tiller 
tripping the light fantastic ... 
especially after Daves recent 
hospitalisation. 


@ Yet another trip to the 
Dorset area ... (thanks again to 
Mike Peters) at the Country 
Unison CMC ... housed in the 
staff restaurant at the BDH 
club, Broom Rd. Parkstone, we 
enjoyed a fantastic evening (no 
other word!) with some highly 
professional entertainment from 
the irrepresible and sometimes 
naughty Tony Collins with his 
outfit Bakersfield. Although I've 
known Tony for umpteen years 
... (he used to do sterling work 
for me in my agency days). I'd 


first arrived on the scene, 
pointing out various aspects. 
This really nice guy got a little 
of the debt owed him back 
recently when the club was 
taken over for a “Benefit Night” 
to boost club funds when in 
addition to listed bands Hawk 
and Tony Collins & Bakersfield 
spots were also given by Lorne 
Gibson, Jenny Layne and Bob 
Groom... It was also good to 
see in the audience that night 
another of CMRU's regional 
scribes, a certain Miss Ann 
Carmody who was paying a 
flying visit from the Scottish 
Highlands with the Cotton Mill 
Boys. 


@ Nice to see the “Silver 
Dollar” CMC back at it’s old 
venue at Norbury,... This month 
sees visits from Tony Collins & 
Bakersfield, Saltbox Band, and 
Spellbound, with the Dave Keen 
Band, West Virginia and 
Country Tracks following in hot 
pursuit,... Mentioning up 
coming dates don’t forget that 
Vernon Oxford is coming to 
Peak Freans, also due into the 
region Joe Sun with Solar 
System and Roger Humphreys, 
visits are scheduled from 
Cactus Jack, Black Spur Road 
Band, Drews Brew and 
Spellbound for Joan 


been made at the time of 
writing. ‘The Dude’ also did a 
Soul Show on Saturday night, 
which I'm told, he will in future 
be presenting from New York? | 
will keep you informed of any 
developments. A letter or two to 
the station would not go amiss 
giving them your view on the 
Country Show. 


@ | heard rumours of a Festival 
happening in the Kent area on 
the 6th of next month but 
further details were hard to 
come by. | can now tell you 
that a 12 hour open air festival 
has been arranged to take place 
at Linton Nr Maidstone with 
tickets in the region of £8 to 
£10 for the day. Among the list 
of Artists are Frank Ifield, 
Tammy Cline and Jerry 
Arhelger plus numerous local 
bands. If you want further 
details then check out the local 
Maidstone press who will 
hopefully have more details | 
understand that the event had 
been organised for charity so 
we wish them well, but it is a 
shame that they picked a date 
that clashes with the Harlow 
“Free” Festival which I'm 
already told has a specially 
strong bill as they are 


not caught up with his current 
band, who set out to entertain a 
knockout crowd at this fine 
club. 


@ The good-looking lad from 
Berkshire lingered lovingly over 
a certain Dolly Parton “Point of 
reference” number. “Marie 
Marie” too got them all going, 
before a super closing set really 
brought out the “quality” of the 
band, including a nice excerpt 
on fiddle from Neil Clark. 


“ NAME DROP ”. 


@ Thanks to the lovely (OK, | 
know you get your leg pulled ... 
by the lads!) Pat White for the 
greeting on the door ... Sorry 
we almost got that dance ... 
next time? ... and congrats to 
Keith on becoming a father ... | 
think he'd like the world to 
know so herewith my little bit!... 
This excellent club ... places the 
accent slightly on catering for 


Greenaways, Osterley club, 
while at Pete Buttons 
Belverdere based venue you 
can catch Ken Phillips, Ronnie 
Scott, Autumn Wine, Pinto and 
Dave Lord & Country Gold. 


@ The Virginian CMC are 
prepared to “ring the changes” 
as was proved recently when 
they booked solo artist Gary 
Roberts. To provide a complete 
evenings entertainment as a 
solo must be extremely hard 
knowing the temprements of 
many country fans, yet this 
likeable Nottingham based 
performer received a rousing 
send off from those present 
having had the stage to himself 
all evening. 


® Croydon's Fairfield Theatre 
provided one of the recent 
highlights with the visit of 
Charley Pride... Featuring his 
hits from past years looking 
completely relaxed on his 
birthday Charley managed to 
produce that kind of 
atmosphere that makes you 
wish the clock would stand still. 


Supporting him on this tour 
was Tammy Cline. Personally | 
prefer seeing Tammy in flowery 
type dresses, the “leather 
thonged” gown with high lace 


celebrating the 10th Festival. 


® This month too sees two 
Festivals in Essex the first is the 
annual bash at Basildon in the 
Festival Hall, and takes place 
over the first weekend of this 
month. In aid of charity, there is 
a very strong line up for the 
three days, check it out. The 
Festival last year that took a lot 
of stick for its lack of publicity 
but turned out to be the 
surprise success of ‘86, for this 
area takes pi.ice again on the 
Bank Holiday Saturday at the 
end of this month. 


@ The Artists booked are 
Country Echoes, Salt Box 
Band, Tina James & Gypsy and 
the Dave Keen Band. On the 
subject of Festivals watch out 
for the Truck and Four Wheel 
Drive Festival at the Detling 
Showground on 25th & 26th 
July there will be Country 
music both days further details 
when available. 


Have a good month as always | 
can be reached at “Millstone”, 3 
Woolage Green, Near 
Canterbury, Kent. Or call (0304) 
830627. 


the more mature person ... Nice 
dance floor which rapidly fills, 
ditto bar and “eats”... saw Mike 
and Rita Bond doing their 
incredible display of twinkling 
feet as usual! ... Again | met 
Colin and Ross fresh from their 
“Charley Pride” radio interview 
my thanks to my driver Mike's 
lovely lady for supporting an 
old timer, me, around the floor 
once again... Not forgetting 
Kath who tripped around well 
for a 74 year old ... (April 25th) 
is the next one at the Country 
Unison, with Hobo ... Cactus 
Jack in May, then Saddle 
Tramps June 20th ... and a boat 
trip with Cottonwood in July. 


@a busy month, one way or 
the other, for a change! Also 
some goodies in the post ... just 
catching our next issue is the 
really attractive “biggie” at the 
Rothsay Hotel, on the A342 
(and over Devizes Rd) at Wehill 
... some of my old working 


boots she was wearing tended 
to spoil her appearance for me 
and distract from the 
undoubted vocal talent that she 
has, although | was taken with 
her version of Foster & Allen's 
hit “All These Years”. 


ODDS & SOLUBLES. 


@ | note Haverhill Football 
Club at Hamlet Croft have a 
country music festival in July 
... Incidentally don't forget the 
Harlow Festival in June, it's ten 
years old this year ... 
Unfortunately it looks like | 
shall miss it as I'm due in 
Tenby, South Wales. 


@ There's more “Festival Fever” 
locally apart from the 
“shindig’at Basildon at the 
beginning of this month. 
Purfleet presents Country 
Echoes, Salt Box Band, Dave 
Keen Band, and Tina James & 
Gypsy at the Stork Club, 
Stonehouse Lane ... while 
upcoming visiting artists 
include Jerry Arhelger & St 
Louis Union, and Sonny Curtis 
& Original Cricket ... a 
forthcoming show at the 
Virginian will see the club 
organisers hand over the 
proceeds of the evening to that 
doyen of hospital radio 
broadcasters Pete Larne, Pete's 


areas ... where Jim Bunting, is 
giving a charity night with ... 
The Vernon Oxford, Country 
Show and ... and Hickory Lake 
all at £4.50 on the door or in 
advance. Telephone Andover 
50531 (I've booked that one in 
my diary) 


® Worthington Pavillion still 
holds its Tuesday night country 
concerts, in the comfortable 
Denton Lounge Armadillo play 
in May with Manson Grant & 
The Dynamoes in June. 


Thanks to the afore-mentioned 
Dave Street (Flight Refuelling 
CMC) for the safe arrival of the 
promised newsletter ... It ends 
at February 13th ... | got it on 
the 14th March! 

That's it ... copy dates here ... 
So | hope to see you ‘at the 
club’ ... if not, for God’s sake 
WRITE or ‘phone news to 0703 
452498 at 14 Victoria Road, 
Netley Abbey, Hants ... 


still trying to raise money for 
new equipment for the hospital 
so he would not only like to see 
you on the evening but glad to 
have your money on this 
worthy cause ... 


@ Early copy date means | 
can't tell you about my visit to 
the Mean Fiddler to see Steve 
Earle performing, but finally | 
should like to wish all the best 
to another old comrade of mine 
who has spent a long long 
while on the local country 
scene, Tom Strath ... Tom has 
not enjoyed the best of health 
recently and | was sad at not 
being able to make it toa 
special evening at the Goldie 
Leigh Hospital recently when 
Stan Keep put on a show 
especially for him, | was with 
you in spirit mate but a dreaded 
flu virus decided that | take to 
my bed and stay there... “her 
who has to be obeyed”. Here’s 
hoping that things soon 
improve for you, after all you 
were the original “Ghostrider”. 


Remember copy as usual to 40, 
Cole Close, Thamesmead, 
London, S.E.28. 8AU or 
telephone 01.310.2792. Country 
Rools O.K. 


Jerry Arhelger 
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The Pershore C & W Club have 
had two club nights since | last 
wrote of them. A “Valentines 
Show”, which also included a 
fancy dress parade, all of which 
added a little bit extra on the 
night. ‘Tanglefoot’ from the 
Forest of Dean, were the band 
booked, it was their third visit 
to this club. The lads turned in 
a show that sent a packed 
house home happy. 


@ ‘Ramblin Fever’ had to 
withdraw late as a band 
member was taken to hospital .. 
so ‘Country Wine’ a five piece 
outfit again from the Forest of 
Dean area stepped in and saved 
the show. 


@ Manchester's International 
Club featured some good 
countrystyle shows during the 
month thanks to club booker 
Roger Eagles who has been 
involved in the Manchester 
music scene since the swinging 
60's. Called in to see Timbuk 3 
strutting their stuff. This 
unusual named duo (from 
Texas), play in a musical style 
born of the 60’s brought up to- 
date under the banner of 
modern Texas Music. Although 
their sound is not strict country, 
| enjoyed their show, in fact 
“Their futures so bright, they've 
got to wear shades”. Cult outfit 


® Well, another month has 
flown past in Cumbria (and 
presumably everywhere else, 
too!) and | continue to be 
amazed and delighted by the 
response to this column. My 
thanks to fans, artists, club 
organisers, indeed to everyone 
who has contacted me - It’s 
nice to know that one's efforts 
are producing such a positive 
response in the area. My thanks 
also to Pam Bayne for having 
me on her country music 
programme on BBC Cumbria - 
a delightful lady doing an 
excellent job (much better 
looking than Stan Laundon or 
Brian Clough! all right lads?) 


@ Hereford promoter John 
Griffiths has moved from the 
Hereford United Supporters 
Club back to the Club’s former 
premises more on this next 
month as he will be holding 
country shows on a regular 
basis! 


@ Bill Evans another well 
known figure on the religious 
‘country scene’ is also now 
running monthly shows, at the 
Richmond Club (Hereford). So 
with ‘Park Hall’ (Wormelow) 
back in full swing fans in the 
Hereford area are doing well for 
country music. 


®@ Wigmores, “Wild West” Club 
also continues to thrive, and | 
note has quite a few travelling 
acts booked over the next few 
months, Although this is only a 
small club, Steve & Chris have 
built up a good crowd of 
regulars and the place always 
seems to have a great 
atmosphere. 


® Popular Irish solo act ‘John 
C. King’ is, as | write, ona 
twenty two day tour of the area. 


The Hank Wangford Band and 
Sleepy La Beef also paid a visit 
to this venue during the month. 
| feel his A to Z of C and W 
Channel 4 series will go a long 
way in telling the casual, and 
non fan that country music has 
a mind of its own, and has the 
depth to cover all age groups, 
both in appeal and opinions. 
Early deadiine means | can't 
comment on Steve Earle 
playing support to Green on 
Red. More next month. 


® Charity benefits from a 
major part of the country 
promotions in the Stockport 
area, as the local club 
organisers can always be relied 
upon to put a lot of effort into 
worthy causes ... High Lane and 
Hazel Grove CMC’s hosted and 
organised such an event on 
behalf of Jim Whitmans Mencap 
Appeal at Stockport Town Hall. 
Swizzel Metlow of New Mills 
sponsored the hall hire and 
Simon Bergin Solicitors 
sponsored the local advertising. 
| was happy to compere. The 
show featured Stroller, The 
Little Ginny Band plus Jim 
Whitman and £405.50p was 
raised for this worthy cause ... 


®@ On to venue news, and firstly 
a correction to my introductory 
notes in February. | mentioned 
the Triple C Country Club, 
which meets on the second 
Saturday of each month at the 
Westfield Welfare in 
Workington. | did say that | 
believed this to be a Breakers 
Club but only had scanty info. | 
have now been informed by the 
secretary that it is in fact an out 
and out Music Club, although 
some members may be into 
C.B. as individuals. Apologies 
for my error, and many thanks 
for contacting me. May’s guests 
at this well supported club (170 
membership and a three year 
pedigree) are Lena and the 
Texas T Boys, an act new to me 
so I'll try to be there. 


@ Holidaymakers visiting 
Silloth (“dip your arm in the 
Solway for free X-ray”) or the 
adjacent area might like to note 
that local duo Lemon Grass will 
be appearing each Friday Night 
at Stannix Holiday Park's 
Sunset Inn between May 22nd 
and mid-September, more on 
Lemon Grass later. 


Round The Regions... 


This is Johns second visit to 
this part of the world and up to 
now he has been booked for a 
return visit at each gig he has 
done! 


@ | caught up with Ruby 
Rendall and her band this time 
at ‘Shrewsbury's Lazy Acre’ she 


@ When the Charley Pride 
package visited Stockport's 
Davenport Theatre, Theatre 
owner Jack Edge reported good 
business ... | caught a cracking 
show at Ilford Films CMC from 
Yorkshire based Stone Creek, 
who brought a touch of theatre 
into the club with their show, 
based on an evening in the 
mythical “State of Stone 
Creek”. Although they send up 
the characters that they play, 
their music is superb. Although 
their stage style contains 
shades of Wangford, the boys 
from Stone Creek assure me 
that they have actually never 
seen him on stage. | advise all 
fans to see this band, as they 
really have fun 


@ I've noted that my good 
friend from The Transport Club 
(Mounts Road), Les Craig is 
spreading his country music net 
to take in Denton Golf Club. 
He's planning monthly shows to 
complement his promotions at 
the Transport Club. 


@ Pat Cowap phoned to tell me 
she’s upset by an attempted 
takeover at her club, Bury 
Lancs. According to Pat, she 


® Paid my first visit to 
Workington B.S.C. Club, 
colloquially known as “The 
Ranch”. The size of the venue 
and the big empty dance floor 
made the attendance seem 
sparse, but there must have 
been at least 120/130 present. 
No denying the quality of the 
nights guests, Hickory Lake, 
who were greatly appreciated 
by all present including yours 
truly, but then it’s no secret that 
| rate them very highly indeed, 
not only are they a first class 
band, but they’re also nice 
people and it was a pleasure to 
have a natter with them again 
(even Ray Kedge). | also took in 
a show by “Lemon Grass” at 
the Greyhound, Bromfield. 


Probably the smallest venue I've 
ever been but they got their 
sound right which often takes a 
bit of doing in tiny venues. 
Malcolm on lead vocals and 
guitar, is a very strong 
performer and clearly a pro of 
many years experience (despite 
a streaming cold which would 
have confined most of us to 
bed), he gave an excellent 
performance. Geoff on pedal 


was on a brief tour with local 
hero Tony Best just before 
leaving the country music 
scene, to start a family. She did 
a great spot. Support act ‘Ricky 
Sylva’ from Lincolnshire also 
did two fine sets and Tony 
joined Ruby and the lads for 


the final set! (a very good show). 


‘John C. King’ 


set up the club with her own 
money and lost about £100 
during the first month. Then, as 
the club had just started to pick 
up, Pat apparently had the 
misfortune of being unable to 
attend for a couple of shows, 
but had made contingency 
plans to ensure that the bands 
received their fees in her 
absence. Pat relates that during 
her absence the “helpers” took 
over as organisers and 
informed her that her services 
were no longer required, but 
they would honour her 
bookings to the acts. 


@ Wythenshawe's “Silver 
Horseshoe” are reportedly 
putting on good shows since 
reopening. (Check out the club 
events page for details of their 
next show). I've heard reports 
of a new club at Rolls Royce 
(Crewe) called Valantines CMC. 
Although this venue is 
technically outside of my patch 
their bill of fayre is already 
tempting enough for me. | see 
young lan Ashcroft is booked 
as resident DJ Compere. 
Writing of lan, | hear that he 
had a smashing show at Wigan- 
Mill-On-The-Pier recently? 


steel, used his vocal harmonies 
to good effect and is a real 
enthusiast (he is also the first 
Steve Young fan I’ve met since | 
moved into this region so he 
can't be all bad!) Taped 
backings (taped in Malcolm's 
studio) were well used ... Their 
material ranged from Ray Price 
to the Dirt Band and even 
included THAT number 
dedicated to D. Partons 
physical attributes, (recorded 
by McLean & McLean!) despite 
this | really enjoyed their act, 
and many venues in the North- 
East (and elsewhere) who book 
solos/duos would appreciate 
them (recommended). 


@ Finally on venue news, the 
Border Badlands CMC 
members meet at the Old 
Smithy Gretna on the first 
Sunday of each month. 
Membership averages about 
150, May sees Bob McKinlay as 
guest, while June’s Show will 
feature the Mick Conlin Band. | 
would dearly love to have seen 
the recent “Robert Joe” Show 
but President Luke Van Nuil 
reports an excellent turnout and 
describes the band as having “a 


@ “Turkey Hall” (Bucknell) is 
still staging some very good 
shows! At my early press date 
‘Kenny Rowlands duo’ and 
‘Mark Brown’ having been the 
most recent! 


® The “Duffy Family” Show, 
was on the road again for a 
three gig tour. The second of 
whieh took in the Lingen 
C.M.C.'s annual show at the 
Wigmere High School. A good 
sized crowd gave them a great 
reception.. 

“Kevin” Duffy's Band opened 
with young “Melvin” doing a 
guest spot on lead .. Kevin's 
band offer a good sound, now 
very strong on vocals with two 
lead singers. The ‘Duffy 
Brothers’ comedy spot. “Lee 
and Ray” had the crowd in an 
uproar and singing along with 
them. Melvin then featured his 
pedal steel guitar and showed 
just what makes him a little bit 
special on his favourite 
instrument. Finally the whole 


@ Bob McKinlay has major 
changes in his band Dixie Fried 
(so what's new). Drummer Dave 
Marks leaves to join his parents 
in Australia. Steelie Barry 
Gaskell is also moving on. 
Meanwhile, Bob's reforming to 
include H (Hartley) Cain on 
lead guitar. McKinlay tells me 
his new sound is inspired by 
Dwight Yoakam, Steve Earle, 
etc. 


Stu Page 


@ Jim Kincaid and Rustler are 
back on the road and looking 
for work ... | note too 


touch of class.” Those who like 
Texas music appear to have 
really enjoyed the performance, 
but others were not so happy. 
Reading between the lines | 
think I'd have loved it, ah well - 
next time. 


(Photo) Jim Silverthorn 


Sarah Jory, 


® John Lamont, who talked the 
Pirelli Club in Carlisle into 
having a go with country music 
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“family” of Duffy's gave the 
night a fantastic finish! 


@ There's been Three other 
good shows in the Hereford 
area since last month. One at 
Kingstone Village Hall, featured 
the ‘Jimmy Thomas Duo’ 
supported by Country 
Comedian ‘Bumble Clark’ a fair 
sized crowd had a good night 
both musically and comedy 
wise. The other two shows both 
featured ‘Shag Connors’ and 
the ‘Carrot Crunchers’, with 
Tauntons’ Maureen Lewis 
providing a fine suppport act. 


This was a weekend double 
event (Saturday) at Peterchurch 
Community Centre (Sunday) at 
the Richmond Club, Hereford. 
Both nights were a sellout and 
so needless to say everyone 
went home happy. 


Any local news please to: 
Sheila Kenny ‘Sansheleam’, 
Lingen, Bucknell, Shropshire, 
SY7 ODY or ring 0544-267736 


Manchester student venues are 
taking in some of the areas 
alternative country bands. | like 
some of their names. Los 
Bandoleros, Lonesome and 
Pennyless Cowboys, Big Ed’s 
Rocking Rattlesnakes, and Wild 
Turkeys being among them. 


@ After last years success The 
Sandcastle (Blackpool) is set 
for a seven nights a week 
summer season of country 
music. 


@ There's been talk about a 
Festival at Moreca'mbe (this 
month) ... Meanwhile, High 
Lane and Hazel Grove have 
Kenny Johnson, Stu Page and 
Remuda, plus Dillenger, booked 
at Romiley Forum for a May 
Bank Holiday show ... Ralph 
Denbey and Kim Kains called 
around to give me a listen to 
Ralph’s latest record. | liked it. 
The stand out tracks being 
“Wurlitzer Prize”, “Anita”, and 
the self penned “What does that 
make me?” Space full again 
despite plenty left in the 
notepad, sorry ... Notes of any 
sort to:- Brian Ahern, 11 Villdale 
Avenue, Offerton, Stockport, 
SK2 5SQ ... 061 483 9532... 


was absolutely over the moon 
with the response. The first 
event featured Colorado and 
apparently the boys were at the 
top of their form. Even their 
‘non-country’ people who 
attended thoroughly enjoyed 
themselves and was a sellout. 
Their next show is this month 
and features Poacher (May 9th.) 


@ Don't forget that Workington 
B.L. present The Les Close 
Country Band plus Montana 
Blue in May. Two more acts 
which are new to me so | shall 
endeavour to be there. 


e Finally news reaches me that 
Ben Rees and Band went down 
well at Clifton B.L., while those 
who made it through the snow - 
and many did not - had a 
fantastic night at Lazonby, with 
a bill consisting of Manson 
Grant & The Dynamos, Sarah 
Jory, and lona & Andy, (that's 
hardly amazing). 


@ Till next month, please keep 
all your news, views, (even 
abuse) coming to me at 
“Western Moor’ Causewayhead, 
Silloth, Cumbria. CA5 4PE (Tel. 
0965/31137) Larry Drummond. 


@ Short and sweet this month 
due to an earlier than usual Pre. 
Easter deadline, anyway here 
goes with what little | have to 
report ... 


@ Sussex based solo artist Bill 
Hurren visited the Highlands, 
and claimed many new fans 
during his stay... unfortunately | 
was not able to hear much of 
him, maybe | will have more 
time to spare when he returns 
in October. 


@ JUST recently. Central and 
Western Scotland has seen an 
unprecedented increase in 
popularity in Country Music. with 
clubs being formed and Hotels and 
Social Clubs seemingly’being 
attracted as never before. 


@ In Ayr. shire. Mossblown 
Recreation Club continue their 
increaslingly busy fortnightly 
Thursday shows. with a selection of 
bands new to the area. Four—piece 
band Desperado (Livingston) 
featuring locally born leader David 
Birrel on Bass guitar, pleased the 
Mossblown crowd with a 
cross-section of material, as did 
Nebraska (from Edinburgh) their 
covers of George Strait and Gene 
Watson songs were very much 


NEW CLUB 2 


@ Over the past few months 
many of you have heard 
rumours which have come back 
to us in several exaggerated 
versions. We believe in keeping 
you informed, and now that 
several meetings have taken 
place we think it is time to put 
you all in the picture. 


@ After 18 years of living a 
chequered existence in nearly 
every sizeable venue in South 
Hampshire, during which times 


Dave Sherriff and Nicki Clarke 
completed this very successful 
month's tour by donating 
£1,500 to the local hospice 
appeal, this was money they 
raised doing musical marathons 
in their time off, asu perb 
gesture, they too will be 
extremely welcome when they 
return in the autumn. 


@ Essex based Homer seemed 
to be very well received 
everywhere they appeared on 
their recent short trip North ... 
but there were many 
disappointed fans and 
promoters when Brendan Shine 
had to cancel his tour of the 
Highlands due to throat 
problems, some of the venues 
have filled the date with Daniel 
O'Donnell, who | am sure after 
he has been seen and heard 
will be very popular also. 


®@ Thurs 28th May was the 
Official opening date for the 
new country music club in Kyle. 


appreciated by this club, whichis to 
continue this year with regular 
Thursday shows plus Sunday night 
‘specials’, Bob McKinlay and Dixie 
Fried and The Hillsiders are 
already booked. 


@ The Southern Star C&WC. who 
meet in the Europa Lounge in Ayr 
each Wednesday. continue to offer 
an excellent selection of bands. 
The arrival of Maggie and 
Tennessee Express, The Duffy 
Brothers and Stu Page and 
Remuda being very much 
anticipated by this very friendly 
venue. which is second to none in 
the dancing stakes. and makes 
visitor and member immediately 
welcome. 


@ Over in Kilwinning the ever 
popular Colorado: appeared at the 
large, once a month, temporary 
home of The Southern Comfort 
C&WC., Woodwynd Hall... Getting 
to the top of the tree is usually 
easier than staying there, but with 
all the experience and skill of 
Colorado, allied to superb 
professionalism. and award 
winning reputation, is justified, as 
witnessed by this audience 
attracted to the Southern Comfort 
from far and wide and not 
disappointed by this performance. 


Round The Regions... 


Sussex based artist Bill 
Hurren visited the 
Highlands, 


Its planned for them to meet on 
the last Thursday of every 
month in the Tingle Creek 
Hotel ... Al Cody and Clovis has 
the honours of opening things 
up. 


td Sunday 3rd May was the 
date for Moray Heart 
Foundation Country Music 
Promotion at this regular fund 
raising show in Elgin Town 
Hall. Acts appearing were 
Angela King with Stetson, Pure 
Gold The Renegades, Sandy 
Watt and Silver Canyon and 
Eric Macgilluary ... as always 
news, views and comments to 
56, Kilmuir Road, Inverness or 
Telephone 0463 221268. 


@ Saltcoats Labour Club. the 
venue for the White Horse C&WC.. 
played host to the Irish influenced 
sounds of Country Pride a four 
piece band from Glasgow. Lead 
singer Gerry’s rendition of ‘Tulsa 
Time’ is still high in my list of 
favourites and it’s good to see this 
band very busy again. following 
changes in personnel. 


@ During Saltcoats’ ‘Mayfest’ 
celebrations, The White Horse 
Club repeat last year’s successful 
Country Night in the Town Hall. 
featuring Paisley based 
three—piece. Country Dawn. along 
with Carol and Bobby Silver. 


@ The Stewarton Social Club 
recently played host to capacity 
audience. for Carol and Bobby 
Silver's first visit. and it now 
appears Country acts will be a 
frequent inclusion in this very 
homely club's entertainment 
programme. 


@ Spill the Beans recently 
appeared at The Rodeo Country 
Music Club in Skelmorlie and 
picked up the club's band of the 
year award. A highly entertaining 
three—piece, this band provided all 
that is best in a repertoire of 
Country Music old and new, 


—— Reproduced from Wildwood South CMC. News letter. April/May 87 —— 


SOUTMAMPTON 


DO IT YOURSELF PROJECT 


we have been operating under 
several restrictions, we feel it is 
time to move on ... The ideas 
we have in mind may, or may 
not come about, our future 
plans will take a lot of hard 
work and initiative, which will 
include ail of you, the 
membership, musicians, press 
etc., and anyone in the position 
of being able to give us advice 
and assistance. 


@ We are currently looking at 
sites in order to build what we 
believe will be the first purpose 
built country music club in the 
U.K. ... A Tall Order? Maybe, 
but one we think viable, we 
believe the potential exists for a 
venue capable of featuring the 
best there is to offer in the way 
of touring talent from all parts 
of the world, the best of British 
country talent and a source of 
exposure for our local talent. 
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@ The proposition has already 
attracted interest and we hope 
will receive support from 
everyone who believes in the 
furtherance of country music, it 
will require considerable 
capital and expertise, a lot of 
confidence from the people we 
will have to approach to raise 
the necessary capital. 


@ We are aware that amongst 
our membership there are 
people with the skills and 
experience to help us along the 
road. If you feel you are in the 
position to give us advice or a 
helping hand, we would 
welcome your views, if we can 
put this project into operation 
(we are convinced it cannot 
fail) the end result could be 
Britain's Major Country Music 
Venue. As one of Britain’s 
longest established clubs, we 
believe it should bear the name 
‘Wildwood South ... 
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@ Douglas (Lanarkshire) had a 
full-house sign up for a show 
featuring Route 65. Sandi Hart and 
the excellent Scots Country 
Comfort. Held at the Rigside 
Community Hall. it’s nice to see this 
stronghold of Country Music 
maintaining shows of this calibre. 


@ Interesting to see Glasgow's 
Grand Ole Opry on the Old Grey 
Whistle Test. short coverage. but 
the club continues to provide a 
good selection of bands throughout 
the year and is usually well 
supported by it’s loyal crowd. 


@ Barrhead has seen the opening. 
and so far highly successful 
continuation, of Country Music in 
the cosy atmosphere of the Brig 
Inn. just off the town centre. With a 
fair sprinkling of ‘New to Country’ 
folk attending. and more alterations 
to the size of the premises. this 
promises to be a welcome addition 
to the regions attractions. The Roxy 
at Maryhill too has had a very 
successful launching of it’s Country 
nights. there's a ‘Special’ show this 
month with Carol and | sharing the 
stage with the Duffy Brothers. who 
appear the following night in Ayr at 
the Southern Star. 


@ Olivers Function Suite, 
continues to pack them in, 
(Thursdays) featuring Western 


BOB STAYS ON! 


@ The recent Bass, sell off of all 
Pontins Holiday centres to the 
“former Directors” consortium ... 
has led to a quick return out of 
retirement for popular promotions 
man Bob Chapple. 


@ Big Bob, has been retained as 
an adviser on Pontins Special 
events such as the Country Music 
Festivals and Model Railway 
weekends etc. 


@ Seems it’s a case of “Ol 
Cowboys don't ever fade away” 
Welcome back Bob, on the other 
hand did you ever leave? 


(Photo) Jim Silverthorn 


Front. a five-piece band from 
Glasgow. Country Dawn and 
Country Pride as it’s most usual 
visitors. This venue has many of 
the younger people amongst the 
usual turnout of dancers. a very 
healthy sign. 


@ That's all for now except to offer 
my very best wishes in his 
retirement to Dave Hendry who 
scribed these columns on Scottish 
Country news with great distinction 
over the last ten years, and | speak 
as one who has been on the 
receiving end of criticism from 
Dave by tongue and typewriter, 
always Said ‘just what he thought’ 
on a performance or 


whatever...Daves done a great 
deal to promote interest in our 
music, initiating the founding of 
the Scottish Country Music 
Fellowship, (which incidently this 
year has been responsible for 
sending four disabled people and 
their escorts to Wembley) which 
holds it’s own award winning night 
to promote the bands and acts 
generally. Now since Dave has 
decided to call ita day, he may 
have time now to listen to these 
countless records and tapes he’s 
been collecting over the years. 


@ views to Bob Wallace, 


8 Sidlaw Place, Bellfield, 
Kilmarnock, or on 0563 35295. 


DOES YOUR 
COUNTRY MUSIC CLUB 
NEED YOU 


®@ [fyour regular attendance at your country music venue/club is 
limited by finance, perhaps we can help you change that 


situation!! 


@ If your favourite local venue/club isn’t selling this paper and 
taking advantage of the very Special Discounts offered for the 
sale of Britain's Foremost Country Music Journal . . . 


Perhaps you'd like to? 


@ Within our latest ‘Sales Drive’ we are extending the 
availability of ‘Special Deals’ and now offer any enthusiastic 
readers, who not only wish to become involved in spreading the 
‘country’ word, but who can also recognise the value of a good, 
ongoing, money-making opportunity to join our team . . . 


@ You won't make a fortune (we doubt it anyway) but you can 
certainly gather in a few extra quid (we would expect, enough to 
cover the cost of your admission and some refreshment etc), and, 
of course, you could be sure of a warm welcome from other fans, 
for the valuable service you bring to them each month. 


YOUR CHANCE TO JOIN OUR TEAM. 


@ Ifyou fancy the idea of being a local Country Music Round Up 
Sales Organiser, then we would like to hear from you. . . 


_ @ Just complete the following form and send it to us, and we will 


send you details by return. 


Dont delay, send today . . . or telephone 0522 41546 
NOW (before someone else from your area fills the post). 


Dear CMRU 


Please send me full details on how | can become a local CMRU Sales Organiser 


An extra early deadline this 
month, because of the House 
Party break, so apologies if the 
column isn’t as informative on 
local events as usual ... 


@ A repeat performance by 
Raymond Froggatt and his 
band plus Kelvin Henderson at 
the Stella Maris Social Club, 
Washington for a charity event 
held to raise funds to purchase 
an electric wheelchair for John 
Barron. The capacity audience 
more than making up for the 
January show hit by bad snow- 
storms... 


@ Margaret Trotter of the very 
successful Border CMC, 
Berwick upon Tweed, reports 
her extra special show “really 


| paid my first visit to a 
(occasional country) venue in 
Great Ayton to see Bob 
McKinlay and Dixie Fried. 
Despite difficulties gaining 
entry to this W.M.C. the show 
was worth the hassle. They 
covered a wide range of 
numbers in his very 
entertaining programme, 
Catering for most tastes. 


@ A run of mediocre acts has 
seen attendances dropping at 
Guisboro. Qouits Club but 
recent fine performances from 
Jolene and Barry, Gordie West 
and Stone Creek, should see 
the fans returning. The Qouits 
top show however, came from 


®@ A novel way to help the 
MENCAP charity was promoted 
by the Harrogate CMC and the 
popular Scarborough based duo, 
Sidekick. An auction of western 
gear raised nearly £90 to be 
divided between the Harrogate 
and Scarborough MENCAP 
branches. Also guesting as the 
club, (meets alternate 
Wednesday) later in the month 
and drawing a large audience 
was Jim Ryder. Jim’s material is 
strictly M.O.R. country which is 
his major appeal. Aided by the 
now almost obligatory ‘Roland 
of the effects machine”) he gave 
a creditable performance despite 
suffering from a very heavy cold. 


lifted the roof off!” This Manson 
Grant, Scot’s and Country 
Show featured four acts - 
Manson and his Dynamos plus 
John C. King (Ireland), Sarah 
Jory (England) and Stuart 
Anderson (Scotland) apparently 
when each act had performed 
they joined together for a grand 
finale ... “The mixture of 
Scottish and Country Music 
was well received by the ever 
enthusiastic audience”. This 
month T.R. Dallas and the 
Dallas Band from Ireland 
visiting the Club. 


® Moving down the road to the 
Chuck Wagon CMC which 
meets at the Fleece Inn, 
Alnwick, Club Chairman Bill 
Dunn reports that although the 
Club has a good following 
every month he would love to 
welcome more Westerners into 
the Club”, to add colour and 
atmosphere to the 
proceedings.” Popular local 
trio, the Slim West Band are 
this Clubs guest artistes this 
month. 


@ | was impressed with 
“Bobbie and Nashville Pride’s” 
performance at the South 
Tyneside CMC, Horsley Hill, 
South Shields. Formerly “Bobby 
and the Late Show” the group 


two previously unknown acts to 
me. Nicky James, (Oldham) 
(discreet use of a drum 
machine) he was excellent, 
covering a broad range of 
material. Not many solo artistes 
open with songs from the Nitty 
Gritty Dirt Band, Dan Seals and 
Randy Travis, (Lets be honest, 
not many solo acts even 
attempt such material). Nicky is 
touring Switzerland until the 
end of May but look out for him 
on his return following this 
superb opening came Bobbie 
and Nashville Pride. Looking 
good they produced a tight 
sound from Dan Cassidy, 
electric fiddle/bass Henry 
Nurdin, lead/bass and solid 
drumming from Trevor Cunliffe. 
The powerful lead vocal of 
Bobbie Barnwell (plus 
rhythm/bass) and good back up 
vocals from daughter, Sarah. 
Their liking for the Judds 
numbers was evident. The rest 
was more standard fayre, 
although performed well. 


@ Kaleidoscopic pages arrived 
through the letterbox, heralding 
the arrival of Jennifer Robsons 
colourful missive from the 

Crook area. At Bowburns (Lazy 


@ Living closer to the edge and 
aimed at drawing a younger 
audience to the delights of 
country music are the Hank 
Wangford band. Providing 
support for Hank at the Leeds 
Poly, and the ensuing tour were 
Leeds based Pink Peg Slax. PP 
Slax, having previously nibbled 
at the edges of country and 
rockabilly have done their home 
work well which resulted in an 
interesting and varied opening 
spot. 


@ Untarnished by fame and 
designer knitwear Hank and his 
band breezed into their 
performance with familiar 
numbers and a new bass player, 
Cherry Red. New songs from 
Cissy with Hank delving into the 
Louvin Bros. Repertoire and 
“Bobby” crooning his heart out 
on the western swing. All set 
the pace for a cowboy who did 
stay on longer, Sleepy-La-Beef. 
Sleepy first developed his racous 
style in the late ‘50’s untill by 
‘68 he had recorded several 
moderately successful singles 
and was set for stardom. He is 
doubtless one of the more 
impressive country/rockabilly 
performers with his boogie 


now feature a fiddle player who 
hails from Washington D.C. 
whose very adept with tunes 
like “The Devil went down to 
Georgia” and “Cotton-Eyed 
Joe” both were well featured. 


The band also presents and 
perform very up to date 
material, from artists like The 
Judds ... The Horsley Hill Hotel, 
is a good venue for country 
music (the acoustics are 
superb) but unfortunately the 
audiences still tend to be small 
in numbers ... 


@ | saw the same band again 
across the water in Whitley Bay 
at the True Grit CMC, but 
because of some 
misunderstandings (with the 
committee) the band did not 
come up to anyone's 
expectations. 


@ The High Fell Social Club, 
(Gateshead) now promotes 
Country Music on a regular 
basis through their CB 
members, who meet monthly on 


“C” C.W.C.) | hear Honky Tonk 
Hobos | ) put their own 
interpretation on all the songs 
they presented but for 
personality and music 
Campbells Country again 
impressed everyone ... The Lazy 
‘C’ Ladies, saucy mime and 
dance act too pleased the 
males present. On the same Dill, 
Dean Solomon (band) suffered 
throat problems (according to 
JJ his husky voice sounding 
very sexy). 


®@ More regional feedback, 
Crooks Farrahs Arms, indicate 
Apache were “too loud and 
rocky” for this small venue, 
“needing to tailor their act to 
suit” 


®@ John Cariton booked one of 
Britains most popular country 
singers, Mel Hague, for 
Marskes, Zetland Hotels first 
show of the month. A typical 
O.G.B. performance those tales 
of Old Peg Legs Wife, and the 
‘inflatable’ Wendy, adding to 
Mels already highly humorous 
ramblings. Producing, with the 
assistance of smashing 
(capacity) audience this is my 
top show of the month. As Mel 
Hague commanded 


guitar sound and Bass blues 
based voice. He stormed his 
audience at Leeds turning the 
event into more of a private 
party than a paying gig. Credit to 
the Wangfords who appeared to 
enjoy being part of his success 
and his music. 


e Opening the Charley Pride 
show at the Harrogate Centre 
Tammy Cline showed just how 
far she had progressed from the 
days of competing with her 
“Uncle Sam” Band (Marlboro) 
for the Talent heats at Wakefield 
in ‘79. Her assertion and 
personality started the show 
with bounce and drive with 
material from the likes of Reba 
Mcintyre and featuring material 
from her latest MPP album. The 
Southern Comfort 
band,argumented by Bill Clarke, 
gave Tammy the spirited backing 
she thrives on and provided one 
of the better opening acts to be 
seen at the Harrogate Centre. At 
first Charley Pride failed to 
capitalise on the well 
established atmosphere. 


@ However, contact was 
eventually made and the 
‘Golden Rings’ duet with Sandie 


Round The Regions... 


Friday nights. Popular local 
favourites, Apache, complete 
with two dogs, were their 
guests this month. Thanks for 
the cassette, lads, (did you 
really mean me to review it?) 
I'm looking forward to seeing 
the puppies! 


e| enjoyed a recent visit to the 
region by the Mick Conlin Band 
and they were well received by 
a capacity audience at the 
Gunfighters CMC ... Another 
visitor who is always well 
received at this club is the 
“Calgary Cowboy” Gordie West. 
His history of the American 
West through songs suit 
everyone ... Gordie always 
willing to perform at shows to 
raise money for charity or to 
visit schools etc. or to give talks 
on Canada ... will be returning 
to the region shortly to perform 
at one such charity event ... 


®@ The “A to Z of Country 
Music” (Channel Four) last 
programme featured the variety 
of music which comes from 


unbelievable order for a pub 
venue in these parts providing 
an enjoyable experience. For 
everyone on his first visit to the 
Top House in sixteen years. 


e Recently redecorated, (what 
an improvement) 
Middlesbrough R.A.O.B. Club 
was the setting for a visit from 
Yorkshire masters of musical 
mirth, Stone Creek. The 
exceptional musicianship of Mel 
Kirkam, bass and Dave 
Hepworth, lead being 
highlighted on their brilliant 
interpretation of Ghostriders. 


Roy Scarrotts quality vocals 
and the back up vocals of Mel 
and Dave were heard to very 
good effect over the bands wide 
range of mainly diverse 
material, particularly liked the 
Poco numbers. Having seen fit 
to compromise slightly these 
days, by catering more for the 
average club punter. Their final 
set saw less comedy and more 
music, proving popular with this 
clubs membership. One thing is 
guaranteed, whatever they do, it 
is always done in a very 
entertaining fashion, (ain’t that 
right boys.) 


Skinner help make a good 
concert performance. Charley 
Pride, always appreciative of his 
loyal supporters announced from 
the stage that he would remain 
in the theatre untill all 
autographs had been signed. | 
suspect he was there for a very 
long time. (Skaggs take note!) 


® The final offering at the 
Leeds, Queen Hotel, country 
series were the Kaye Bros. 
Flying Circus and Robert Joe 
Vandy Griff. Due to transport 
problems which had “the 
Circus” flitting up and down 
England to collect a stranded 
George in Milton Keynes the 
show opened with Robert Joe 
and Shades of Country. Nothing 
pretentious about about these 
guys, an honest to goodness 
working Texas band. Performing 
their usual material they 
provided a keen insight in to 
American music trends without 
the blandness that is associated 
with the Nashville mystique. 


Randy Travis featured heavily in 
their repertiore and | would liked 
to have heard more of Jim on 
sax but their closing accapella 
number was quite superb ... 


Texas, but | didn’t care for their 
portrayal of Tex-Mex music ... 
as | think this might have given 
people the wrong idea of what 
this type of music is all about ... 
Don't forget for music with a 
real “Tex-Mex” flavour in this 
region, visit “One-Eyed Jacks” 


® Following some of the big 
band sounds of late, Glaxos- 
Go-Country Club members 
found it a pleasurable 
experience to sit and listen, ina 
very relaxed atmosphere, to the 
polished sounds of Jolene and 
Barry and “Big Man”, Tony 
Best, Sylvia Johnson reports 
Jolene impressed the audience 
with her beautiful voice, Then 
Tonys magical mixture of song 
and sharp wit delighted the 
packed house (Kleenex tissues 
the order of the day) Details of 
the clubs first festival have now 
been completed. It should be a 
cracker of a day | hope | see 
you all there!? 


®@ Palomino, Deuce, Bob 
Allison, Apache and Arizona 
gave an action packed night of 
country at a recent charity bash 
at Middlesbros Darmans 
Athletic Club. Raising funds to 
send sixty young handicapped 
children to Lourdes, the event 
was organized by popular local 
promoter Johnny Larkin 


News Briefs ... 


® Key West are back on the 
road this month, 


Peter Kane 


@ The Kayes duly arrived 
launced into their half of the 
show with enthusiasm and 
vigour. George fiddling up a 
storm, with Thadious getting 
disturbingly heavy on the Jerry 
Read number. With Angela, on 
bass they were joined by Robert 
Joe and Shades of Country for a 
rousing closing number ‘I'll fly 
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Manson Grant, 


in Newcastle. There’s a new 
band “The Cheated Hearts”, 
residents who feature fiddle, 
guitar and accordion. 

News, views, comments etc. 
George J Mills, 15 Coatsworth 
Court, Gateshead, Telephone: 
(091) 781885 


Kev Rae Mond has released his 
debut cassette “You Can Call 
Me Mister Faithful”, one of 
these originals on this ten 
tracker ... I'm told Box Car 
Willie is showing interest in 
several songs written by 
Clevelands grand old man of 
country, Terry “Doc” Bowes ... 
Dormans Athletic is the place to 
catch American 
Christian/gospel country singer 
Jerry Arhelger this month, 
Finally, | hear Tony Andrews new 
Raincheck Phil Turnbull, lead; 
lan Parkin, bass; John Taylor, 
drums; Phil Hitching, piano and 
Tony, banjo, steel, guitar are 
receiving rave reviews from the 
gigs they have played to date! 


@ Just catching my deadline 
(this month) is Jimmy Burns 
with some Hartlepools news ... 
Report Stone Creek gave a 
good account of themselves at 
the W.M.C., as did Homer, but 
their material included too 
many “slow standards” for Jims 
liking. However five piece band 
Lodi appeared at Camerons 
Club, their choice of standards 
was pleasing to most ... That's it 
for this month, as usual there are 
more words than space. 


Away’... suspect that the ticket 
price and choice of venue were 
a little daunting for most country 
fans |? 


@ The recently refurbished 
Broadacres pub on the 
Harrogate/Knaresborough road 
are promoting country again 
every Saturday. Shotgun with 
Dez Craize on lead guitar were 
the first act to be booked ... 


® Jim Farrow rang to say that 
his band “Shakedown” are 
trying to organise regualr 
country night with guest bands 
in central redcar... Just received 
a letter from the highly regarded 
Texan song-writer Richard 
Dobson he’s organising a visit to 
the UK and hopes to be 
accompanied by longtime friend 
Townes Van Zandt. I'll start the 
queue for tickets]... finally Peter 
Kane has asked me to point out 
that he did not use coco-nut 
shells on his latest cassette but 
held extensive auditions at his 
Doncaster home for horses that 
sounded like coco-nut shells! 
(Hope the roses are growing 
well.) i 
News and good gossip to 18 
Powell Street, HARROGATE 
HG1 4BY 0423 508081. 


®@Michael Ashe, banjo and lead 
vocal, Garry Stevenson, guitar 
and vocal are the founder 
members of the Black Mountain 
String Band. This duo were 
playing bluegrass music in 
Belfast's Sunflower Folk club, 
when they met bluegrass fiddler 
George McAdam. 


Shortly after their first meeting 
they launched the present four 
peice band, the other member 
Susan Stevenson (Garry's wife) 
on bass fiddle (Susan is also 
Michael's sister). 


They have now been together 


The cream of Irish country 
music stars attended the annual 
presentation of the North West 
Showbiz Awards, which was 
staged in the Strand Hotel, 
Ballyliffen, Co. Donegal. The 
coveted awards sponsored by 
Parian China, and were 
presented to the following 
artists:- “Top Comedian” went 
to country favourite Gene 
Fitzpatrick, former host of the 
famed “Homespun Records 
Roadshow”. The zanny King 
Creole were awarded the “Top 
Novelty Award”. “Favourite 
Album Award" went to Harmac 
Music for their sixteen track 
collection” | Need You” which 
was recorded by Hall of Fame 
award winner Daniel O'Donnell. 
“Favourite Single” was “Brady 


@ The talking point locally this 
month seems to be, why have 
Butlins cancelled the country 
weekend at Ayr .. despite 
announcing it in their brochure 
and actually taking bookings 
for it. There's much 
disappointment among the 
Scottish Country Fans, 
particularly since last years was 
a success!? Butlins have 
apparently now transferred the 
festival to their camp at 
Skegness, Lincolnshire. 


® Robert Joe Vandygriff and 
The S.O.C. Band found a 
capacity crowd at Edinburgh's 
Tucson Club. Their “Non-Stop” 
performance meant the crowd 
loved every minute of it. 
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about 18 months, in that short 
period they have played on 
numerous festivals, noteably 
the Belfast Folk Festival, 
Queens, Newry, Antrim, and 
Straban events. 


@Apart from these festivals 
they have played on various 
radio programmes, Round 
Midnight (B.B.C.) Reel to Reel, 
Jane Cassidy's programme, 
Tommy Sands (Downtown 
Radio) also performed for live 
radio outside broadcasts with 
Paddy O'Flaherty, Walter Love 
and Goerge Jones. They have 
also appeared on The Ulster 
B.B.C.’'s T.V. Talent show, ‘Take 
One’ and featured on “As | 
Roved Out”, they have also 
played spots on U.T.V's 
Lifestyle programme. Recently 
they Tele-recorded a 
programme to be televised on 
U.T.V. in the Autumn. Despite 
all this media success, one of 
their biggest thrills so far, was 
when they played support for 
Celebrated American Bluegrass 
guitarist Dan Crary, in Belfast. 


from Strabane” issued by Hugo 
Duncan, and issued by 
Homespun Records. Top Male 
Vocalist was awarded to the 
new “Make Mine Country” host 
Brendan Quinn, while 
Philomena Begley, Celebrating 
25 years in country music was 
named “Top Female Vocalist’. 
The ever popular Seamus 
McGee & His Band, collected 
the “Most Promising Band 
Award”. 


“THE NEW COUNTRY 
FAVOURES. 


Caroline, Maria, Mairead, 
Bernadette, and Dynpa, better 
known as the Grieve Sisters, 
are creating quite a stir on the 
country music circuit. The five 
young students, who hail from 
Letterkenny made their stage 
debut just several months back, 
and have already appeared at a 
special concert in the Plaza 
Ballroom in Glasgow, and were 
support artists to great Wolfe 
Tones, such is their success to 
date. Now the sisters are busy 
collecting material for their 
debut single, which they hope 
to have released before the end 
of the summer. With a good 
booking diary, and a good fresh 


®@ Unfortunately the evening 
soured when it was discovered 
that the band’s bus had been 
broken into. Raiders stole 
everything they could get their 
hands on including all clothes 
and jewellery. 


® The Old Grey Whistle Test 
came to Glasgow to film a 
country excerpt from the 
program. The venue was 
Glasgows Grand Ole Opry who 
featured the Hillsiders. Country 
clubs from all over central 
Scotland were invited to the 
show but unfortunately by the 
time several clubs from the east 
of Scotland arrived the main 
hall was absolutely full and 
many had to be seated upstairs 
in the balcony leading to a bit 
of bad feeling. However | 
thoroughly enjoyed the evening 
as it gave me a chance to chat 
to the Hillsider’s Joe Butler and 
also renew aquaintances with 
several people who | met in the 
states in 1985. 


® Tommy Truesdale with the 
Sundowners paid their first visit 
to Penicuik’s C.M.C. Their 
appeal to the crowd was 
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sound The Grieve Sisters are an 
act with much potential, and 
with their style should enjoy a 
bright future. 


“MICHAEL'S DEBUT ON HAWK. 


“The Rest of My Years” is the 
title of Michael McCloskey’s 
debut on Hawk Records. 
Michael composed the song, 
and sent a demo tape to his 
local radio station, Within days 
the song was the most played 
song, and Charlie Tosh signed 
Michael to his Hawk label, now 
Hawk Records feel they have a 
potential country hit. 


“COUNTRY SOUNDS ON DISC. 


A single and album of duets, 
both entitled “Sometimes When 
We Touch” features Susan 
McCann and RTE DJ Ronan 
Collins, the session was 
recorded in Nashville last June 
and should be a hit for the 
newly formed Music City label 
... Former envoys and Mighty 
Avons lead singer Hugh 
McLean has a sixteen track 
album-cassette issued = “Irish 
Favourites”, included is his new 
single “The Hitch-Hiker” a 
number he composed himself. 
Ann Breen deserves good 
media attention with her long- 
awaited single “Divided We 


evident as the dance floor was 
never empty and he sold quite 
few of his albums and tapes at 
the end of the evening. 


@ A new name to Edinburgh's 
Tucson Club was “Country 
Dawn” from Paisley, a very 
entertaining trio that go down 
well in most Scottish Clubs. 


®@ A new country music club 
has opened at the Parkway 
Hotel, Abbotshall Road, 
Kirkcaldy. They plan to run 
every Sunday evening under 
the auspices of Dick Suttie, the 
artistes scheduled for the first 
night were “Spill The Beans”. 


® Prestonpans Labour Club in 
East Lothian, now feature 
country music in their function 
hall every Thursday evening .. | 
note also it’s all change at 
Kennoway’s Burns Club, with 
Willie Docherty taking over as 
Club President. | visited the 
Burns recently for the 
appearance of “Scot's Country 
Comfort” to be thoroughly 
entertained by the bands 
selection of Cajun and Texas 
Swing Music. 


Fall”, her best disc to date. 
Oldtimers The Clipper Carlton 
revive that old country favourite 
“With the Small Exception of 
Me”, and from Monaghan a new 
name The Outlaws seeking 
fame with their self-composed 
debut “I'm Single”. Brendan 
Shine hopes that his version of 
Moonshine, will revive happy 
memories, and a new name 
Mick Flavin with “My Kind of 
Country”, a collection worthy of 
greater attention. 


“COUNTRY NEWS IN BRIEF. 


Susan McCann heads off for 
her sixth trip to Nashville this 
month to represent Ireland at 
the “Fanfare” and record new 
material for her newly formed 
Music City Records... 
Delighted to report that Sandy 
Kelly has dropped the dreadful 
name “Nitty Gritty Band” of her 
backing band, and are now 
advertised as The Sandy Kelly 
(Ceili) Band?... 

Former hit band of the early 
60's THe Cadets reform during 
the months from June till 
September, again Eileen Reid is 
on vocals, and no doubt they 
will re-issue “Jealous Heart”, a 
song which made the lower 
regions of the British charts in 
the mid 60's for the Cadets ... 


(Photo) Jim Silverthorn 


@ Jim Kerr of the Double ‘kK’ 
C.M.C. in Dumfries info’s that 
he could have filled his club 
twice over for the visit of the 
Country and Scottish show 
featuring Manson Grant, Sarah 
Jory, John C. King and 
accordianist Stuart Anderson. 


_ 051-430-9001: 


HIGH SPEED DUPLICATION 
MASTERING, DUBBING, EDITING 
INLAY CARD & SIDE LABEL DESIGN 

& PRINTIN : 
THE COMPLETE SERVICE 


AMPEX & BASF DISTRIBUTORS 
STUDIO ACCESSORIES 


RAINHILL TAPE SPECIALISTS 
MUSIC HOUSE, 369 WARRINGTON ROAD, 
RAINHILL, PRESCOT, MERSEYSIDE 


THE BLACK MOUNTAIN 
STRING BAND 


@ Black Mountain String 
Band are currently the only 
fulltime Bluegrass band 
working in the North of Ireland. 


Another name from the past 
Gloria and Mississippi return 
for their annual get together. 
Gloria's still seeking another hit 
to follow “One Day at a Time”... 
Michael O'Brien has recorded 
another version of “The Veil of 
White Lace” this time the lyrics 
have a happy ending says 
Michael... 


The provost of Nithsdale 
presented Manson and the 
Dynamos with their ‘Band of 
the Year’ award. The next show 
brings Bob McKinlay and Dixie 
Fried, when Bob will be 
presented with the Clubs Tophy 
for their ‘Top Vocalist’ 1986. 


Future plans include recording 
what they believe will be the 
first Bluegrass, Album recorded 
in Northern Ireland. 


For more information on the 
band call Michael Ashe on 
(0231) 69538 


Michael McCloskey 


Good reports from a new band 
Angelina and Country 
Favourites who hail from Co. 
Laoise, with a female drummer 
included in the line up. 


@ Slan go foill. Donal K O’Boyle, 
Ard Aoibhionn, Bunbeg, Letterkenny, 
Co. Donegal: tel, 075 31176. 


® Two venues have been 
confirmed for the Joe Sun 
Show in Scotland, they are 
Glasgows Grand Ole Opry, 
Tucson Club, Edinburgh. The 
package features, Joe Sun, 
Solar System and Roger 
Humphries. Any news or 
information to: Jackie Blair 
(031-532-9642) 122, Brunton 
Gardens, Edinburgh EH7 5ET. 


FOR SALE 


COUNTRY LP’s 


Second Hand Deletions/Rarities 
Huge Selection at set prices 


Send a large S.A.E. to: 
J & J COUNTRY SALES 
OAKRIDGES. SHOOTERS WAY 
BERKHAMSTED, HERTS. 


J & J COUNTRY SALES 
also buy your unwanted LPs 
Telephone: (04427) 5871 

Buyer will call with cash and 
make an immediate offer 
for the lot 


® The recent tour of Irish 
favourites, June McLoughlin and 
Chuck Owens with the 
‘Gamblers’ took them to the 
Monks Park WMC in 
Northampton on St. Patrick’s 
night, which meant they played 
to a packed audience, but they 
responded by pleasing all that 
turned up. This Irish group, who 
have supported many top artists, 
have a single out on the! & B 
record label No. IRS 004 called 
‘Darling Will You Marry Me 
Again’ c/w ‘You Make Me Feel 
Like A Man’ ... Watch out for it, 
and the group. 


®@ While most people probably 
spent the last few weeks 
wondering whether the weather 
would improve or get worse and 
kept their Winter Woolies handy, 
| dug out my ‘Flak Proof Rhino 
Hide Suit’ and with the words to 
“Macdonalds Farm” on my lips 
ventured out for pastures new, 
in the shape of a couple of 
venues | had not previously 
visited... 


® Arrived a little late at Golden 
West CMC, Little London, 
Caravan Park, Torksey, Lincs, 
but still found enough time to 
appreciate the talents of Ruby 
Rendall & Cimmaron. Ruby was 
playing one of her last ‘ gigs’ 
before taking time off to have 
her baby, The intended band 


® Following last months sad 
tale of Oakengates Town Hall 
pulling the Daniel O'Donnell 
show after negative advance 
sales. Joe Gavin invited me to 
St. Dunstan’s Centre in Kings 
Heath to review his show, the 
venue holds around 500 people 
and the doors were closed 
before 8.30, the reason Daniel 
O'Donnell was performing. 


@ The warm up band started at 
8.00 and took their first break at 
10.45, blood, sweat and music. 
From his new tour truck parked 
outside with D.O'D in red and 
the Ritz record label logo to his 
immaculate lurex jacket and 
“snooker player type” wing 
collared shirt Daniel was the 


SSS SESS 


retee"e'e"a' 


® | note an Anglia favourite act, 
Dick Edwards has been into the 
studios and recorded some of 
Les Voorhees songs, they will be 
released in a few months... Dick 
is scheduled to return to the 
region shortly. 


SPOTLIGHT 


® The Frontier Western Society 
formed in the 1980 is by a 
group of enthusiasts in the 
Northants area, who joined 
together to share their interest 
and work for charity, visiting 
Carnivals, Fetes, Country Clubs 
or attending Festivals. They also 
visit many Hospitals and Senior 
Citizens Homes. When they 
perform their western sketches 
it always adds colour and 
interest to the occasion ... 
Although they charge no fee a 
collection is always taken up for 
a local needy cause... A feature 
of full membership is that they 
all assume the name of some 
western character, Tom Horn, 
Bat Masterson, Jim Younger etc, 
then by research adapt that 
character to their own individual 


replacement (front man) Mackie 
Sutherland will be ideal judged 
on his performance on this 
occas! on. Nice venue this 
friendly and comfortable, 
Sundays weekly (except Bank 
Holidays) is club night ... 
Thanks to Roger Cook and Co. 
for a warm welcome... 


®@ Another first for me, was my 
visit to the Lone Ranger “CMC 
at the Fox & Goose Hotel, 
Coalville Leics ... | found 
organiser Ron Gregson and the 
members deep in thought, about 
a possible move to new 
premises. Reading the club 
‘News Letter’ Ron had written 
outlining his views it was 
evident that he has a long 
lasting love affair with Country. 
The small but intensely loyai 
membership are friendly and 
very supportive of Rons efforts. 
Silver Wheel Express provided 
the entertainment on the night. 
May 11th finds Manson Grant & 
The Dynamos at this venue, 
which runs weekly (Mondays). 


® Promoter/Enthusiast Arnie 
Morris organised a recent 
Country Music charity Night for 
The Red Cross and raised close 
to £500 on the door at the 
Sportsdrome, Bolsover Derbys ... 


epitome of 50’s show business. 
His sets featured Country ‘n’ .. 
sweet Irish Roots music, as 
early as his third number he 
had hooked his audiences. (I 
was impressed!!) 


®@ Daniel O'Donnell’s big sister 
Margo too had a ‘Brum’ date 
this month. The voice and style 
is still with her, even if the 
visual image's changed. 


@ | ouisiana Hellraisers, 
travelled to the Circle “D” club 
in Broseley. Strange place. 
Bingo goes on till 9.30, then the 
band has to set up and go 
straight on getting minimal 
sound check .. Very short sets 
plus the fast draw make it a bit 
of a hodge-podge of an 
evening, the last Hellraisers set 
was only twenty minutes long 
finishing at midnight. 
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style and then become known by 
that name only. More info about 
this organisation can be found 
on 0933/72084 or 675624. 


@ George Moody is currently 
organising a charity evening in 
aid of the Zeebrugge Ferry 
Disaster. The show on May 8th 
is at the Sparrows Nest Theatre 
in Lowestoft, the expenses of 
the event are being sponsored 
by a local garage (Gales), but the 
artists are giving their 
performances completely free. 
They include lan Stevens (sings 
Jim Reeves style), Garner Tye 
Country Band, Eddie Lee plus 
others, tickets at £2.00 available 
from Continental Travel 
agencies, Norwich, Yarmouth, 
Gorlston and lowestoft, or you 
can call 0502 717052. 


® A new club has opened at the 
C.C. Nightspot, St Stevens Road, 


T G Band; John Lowndes Trio; 
Out of Hand; Yellow Rose Band 
and Adeys Hardware all donated 
their services. Well done all 
concerned. 


@ Pete Naden of the Naden 
Bro's played a rare ‘Solo’ 
performance at (Silver Wheel 
CMC,) Pavilion Hotel, Long 
Eaton for an attentive and 
appreciative audience. Petes 
great vocals allied to his 
acoustic guitar picking had the 
audience mesmerised. “In The 
Shelter Of Your Eyes” set a high 
standard that was maintained 
throughtout the night. “Miners 
Silver Ghost” ‘The Heart’ “Sail 
Away” and his own “Running 
Water” were just some of the 
gems he sparkled with 
apparently Pete’s now available 
for Solo Bookings midweek! 


®@ A few rowdies at the (White 
Stetson CMC) Ravenshead, 
Village Hall, marred my 
enjoyment of The Nadens 
Brothers Band who had great 
support from Stella Fairhead. 
Pete was in fine voice, ‘Smiley’ 
Bowker amazing on lead and 
acoustic guitar, Dave Naden 
bass and Chris Robinson drums 
provided strong back line 


®@ The Band tried to generate 
some interest, but the late 
drinkers at the bar made life 
difficult .. Their recently 
introduced drummer from 
Newcastle suits the band well, 
but do they really need the 
‘gimmicky’ five minute drum 
solo? The same band had a 
good night on the Sunday at 
the Wolverhampton CMC, Black 
Horse venue. 


@ During the past four years 
one of the hardest working acts 
in this region has been 
Telford's ‘Kenny Rowlands 
Duo’. Now Ken's partner Jim 
Onslow has opted for a summer 
job at a holiday camp in 
Weymouth, so Ken is looking 
for a new partner! Actually, Jim 
Onslow has been taking work 
‘solo’ for the last six months 
and was finding it difficult to 
work the ‘separate’ acts. 


@ Beacon Radio has moved its 
country show, again, this time it 
gets (a prime listening) slot of 
5.00 - 8.00 pm on Saturdays. 
(My thanks to all the people 
who maoned about the late 
Friday time previously). 


Norwich, every other Sunday. 
Jed Ford drew just 150 fans, to 
the club which has facilities for 
around 500 and membership is 
free... The organisers plan that 
their future country evenings 
will provide music by two top 
bands each show, so well worth 
a visit. 


@ Finally a brief answer to Jim 
Crisps letter Feb. C.M.R.U. 
Covering the Anglia region has 
been a concern due to the large 
area involved. | have travelled 
the full distance when possible 
and visited as many places and 
even had many offers of help, 
but none have been fulfilled 
continually. Please bear in mind 
while you are reading this May 
edition | will be gathering 
material for July, so if you have 
any information, reports, special 
events, charity gigs, if you are a 
club secretary or even just a 


support. In my opinion were this 
highly talented quartet to take to 
the road on a regular basis 
“Awards” would soon come 
their way. Stella who joins Yorks 
Rogue Band in mid April as iead 
guitarist / vocals showed why 
she will be a welcome addition 
with two well received spots. 


®@ Both West Virginia and Randy 
Blue & Deep Water provided 
first class entertainment at the, 
Gedling M.W.C. on the two 
occasions | visited and | have a 
feeling that Randy Blue & Deep 
Water, with Bobbie Wyatt are 
destined for good things in the 
future with their original 
material. 


®@ A good showing from 
Castlefords ‘Genial Geriatrics’ 
Collier Dixon Line at (Black 
Stetson C.M.C.) Albany Club, 
Stapleford Notts... Dennis and 
his fellow reprobates are still a 
credit to Country Music, smart 
appearance plus good varied 
material...Really enjoyed the 
easy on the ear material, of 
Gordon Lemondine and Maurice 
at Windy Ridge CMC Croxton 
Kerrial F.C. Nr Grantham... 
“Fields Of Athen Rye” which 
was new to me was terrific, 
other goodies were “Freckles” 


@ Please, Please, Please, write 
to Channel 4 and praise them 
about the A to Z of C and W, 
whether you like it or not it was 
country on T.V. and if they get 
a ‘Nil reaction’, you will get no 
more!! 


@ | compered the opening of 
Wrekin Council's music nights, 
with Cliff Whelan, Cindy and 
Dave Curtis, a good crowd in 
for a Wednesday, | note 
Candy's caught onto the re- 
interest in Patsy Cline breaking 
the top 100 in the pop chart 
again, by featuring a lot of her 
numbers (very well too). 


@ Mr. Whelan always scores a 
good response at this venue but 
it was good to see Dave Curtis 
back at a large venue again. 


@ | hear final contracts are 
being exchanged to bring 
Americas legendary Tompall 
Glaser here at the end of the 
year, (very ambitious). 


® Two more country venues 
open soon, Dave McCathie, he 
who runs Wesley Parkers (UK) 


dedicated Country Music fan 
and haven't seen a report of 
your club drop me a line and let 
me know, the address is as 


and “Last Farewell Party’. Nice 
to see Maurice back on Steel 
after his recent spell in Hospital. 
This venue commences its 
marquee shows on June 6th, 
with Stu Page & Remuda plus 
Joe Sadio.... 


@ Nashville Fever’s sound 
balance, let them down at Cat & 
Fiddle, Kirk Hallam,. Kens drums 
drowning out Roys pedal steel 
and lead guitar but still good 
material especially Colin Fords 
originals... 


@ Having heard rave reviews 
about Derbyshires ‘Bandwagon’ 
| finally caught this Trio at the 
Cat & Fiddle... Tony & Molly 
Tomlinson plus Clive Heenan 
are quite a revelation. 


fans club, is having a bash each 
Tuesday night at the “Willows 
Fun Pub” (Netherton). They are 
opening with Pinkertons 
Colours .. Trevor Cooper, 
having moved from the Double 
“M" about three miles kicks off 
in Hednesford with a new 
Saturday venue .. Then Derek 
O'Halleran’s moving back to the 
Hollybush (Penn Road) for a 
midweek session date and day 
to be fixed. 


@ Ed and Di Bracewell 
(Cleobury Mortimer) have split 
from their former Band and 
formed a new five piece called 
‘Candy Mountain’. This time the 
band is to be pure country. No 
M.O.R. and R.R. numbers to 
pad the sets. | hear Eddies 
looking for the words of the old 
Burl Ives song Big Rock Candy 
Mountain, to use as an identity 
number! (My grandad knew 
them!) 


@ | joined the crowd and | 
mean a crowd, to watch the 
Foster Boys new line up which 
now includes a drummer. Noel 
Dillan was mixing his own 
numbers in with lvan’s 
standards, you couldn't see the 


always 385 Shelley Road, 
Wellingborough, Northants, NN8& 
3EW or phone 0933 677352. 
I'm waiting to hear from you. 


Tremendous fiddle playing and 
lead guitar from Clive and good 
vocals, Tony plays Keyboards 
and sings well too, Molly 
besides providing the glamour 
also did some lead vocals. Their 
harmonies are quite surperb, 
excellent mix of material. “New 
York Annie” and ‘Arkansas 
Traveller’ both featured by Clive 
on Fiddle. A very very 
impressive Trio that lots of 
venues would really enjoy. 


® The “Golden Buckles Festival 
Walesby Sports Club, Nr Ollerton 
looks good with a line up of 
Tony Best; lona & Andy with 
George Foster; John Aston; Bob 
McKinlay & Dixie Fried; Dave 
Curtis; Johnny Marks; Ben 
Steneker; Raymond Froggatt & 
Band. Finally | must remark that 
some club organisers seem to 
think | should be a mind reader, 
they don’t bother letting me 
know details of their venue, 
then do nothing but moan when 
| don’t visit them. As | said 
when | started contributing this 
report let me have details and | 
will eventually get round to your 
venue. On that note | will 
remind you all East Midlands 
info, c/o 71 Beckley Rd, 
Broxtowe, Nottingham. 


joins. The Circle “W”" (crowd) 
Tony, Dawn and everybody 
work hard to make people 
welcome, somebody stands on 
the door to hello each person 
as they came in. Another nice 
generous touch is all their 
posters advertising forthcoming 
shows at practically every club 
in the area! 


@ | visited the Albion Hotel 
(Wednesfield) to see Kelvin 
Henderson and his band .. 
Kelvin was a little late he went 
to Wednesbury, Wolverhampton 
C.M.C. can cope though, just 
played a little longer to make 
up. 


®@ Cadburys Social 
(Bourneville) have started 
presenting country nights again 
every fortnight on Saturdays, 
and Barry Preece is trying the 
old “Bar-Six” again for another 
six months! 


® Phone 0952 583672 - (Tony 
Andrews did too tell me about 
his new band) or write Jim 
Duncan 148 Warrensway, 
Woodside, Telford TF7 5QF 
(lots of people did that too!) 


‘Don’t get caught or killed’ 
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@ The Inn on the River, known 
affectionally as the “Pub on the 
Mud”, was my destination 
recently ... | hadn't seen my old 
friend Carl Newman for quite 
some time and it was worth 
going just for his fine rendering 
of “Lay, lady, lay”, and his base 
players’ expertise on a 
bridgeless guitar, but it was a 
bonus learning of his 
appearances at another Cardiff 
venue the following evening... | 
picked out “City of New 
Orleans” and “If | were a 
Carpenter” as being worthy of 
special mentions. His rough, 
but pleasant voice, which I've 
heard on record and radio, 
does me a lot of good! 


® A breath of the Canadian 
Rockies breezed into North 
Wales in the form of Gordie 
West this month to win over 
many new fans with 
appearances at the Holyhead 
Country Music Club, the 
Cefnglas CMC, Gimblet Club, 
Pwllheli, and the Prince 
Llewelyn Hotel,Aberffraw. 


@ |t had been some two years 
since Gordie last played the 
area at Bethesda so many 
country fans were agog with 
anticipation at his return. And 
this country music ambassador 
of Canada did not let anyone 
down, quickly reading the 
individual preferences of each 
venue and tailoring his act 


accordingly ... You could hear a 


®@ The night | attended the 
Charley Pride Show at the 
Bristol Hippodrome last month, 
Charley immediately had his 
audience in the palm of his 
hands ... By singing all his 
favourite standards plus 
showing a touch of good 
humour he just couldn't put a 
foot wrong. Tammy Cline too, 
was as great as ever, and 
comments | heard were, they 
wished she had had a longer 
spot. 


But the entire show 

couldn't be faulted. The high 
standard of accoustics of two 
Hippodrome enhances the 
sound to perfection, gave me 
one of those nights to 
remember. 


@ Having missed Charley Pride 
at St David's Hall, Cardiff, then 
Tangle foot, with D.C. and the 
Dudes at the O.K., Newport 
(visiting the Holy Land), | 
descended on the latter at the 
Malpas Unionist Club, Newport, 
for the visit of “Nashville Fever", 
who went to Swansea C.M.C., 
where they are known also as 
the “Norwich Hillbillies” 
(information from the wonderful 
newletters of John Jones, local 
scribe and Kenny Rogers 
lookalike). “Back to the 
Country” as these favourites 
put it in their opening number, 
which started on time, despite 
losing their touring bus 
because of a breakdown (and 
running the last 33 miles ) 
“their splendid harmonies, 
belying their bunkhouse 
appearance, lilted my evening 
away, so again | look forward to 
my next sighting of this East 
Anglian Ensemble... 


@ Another anniversary is 
usually a sign that things are 
going ‘O.K.’ This time they have 
at the O.K. A special show from 
Top British Country Duo, 


pin drop at the Hoiyhead CMC 
or so Maldi informs me, while 
the Cefnglas crowd demanded 
a more up tempo night. At our 
early press date | have no 
reports from Pwilheli and 
Aberffraw gigs. 


® Wyifa Club was packed to 
capacity for the excellent 
appearance of Phil Brady and 
the Ranchers together with 
local favourites lona & Andy. 
Phil and the band stayed on for 
an “extra special.night” to 
provide reception entertainment 
for recently married Elwyn - 
one half of Montana Blue - and 
his wife Rhian. 


® jona & Andy are again much 
to the fore locally this month, 
having gigs all over the north 
west. They launched their new 
album recently at a special 
show at the Prince Llewelyn, 
Aberffraw. This husband and 
wife duo are very excited with 
the results of their studio 
sessions and are hoping for 
extensive airplay of the product, 


@ An unfortunate quirk of fate 
saw the highly popular John C 
King making an appearance at 
the Scimitar Hotel, Holyhead, 

on the same evening but John 


@ Clive Wynes, sent me info on 
two shows he attended recently 
at White Horse CMC Burbage ... 
“an absolutely first class 
performance from Ruby Rendell 
and band ... her best yet, while 
big Tony Best supplied his 
usual mix of comedy and song” 


... Link Centre Swindon too 
apparently had a great show via 
the third promotion from 
Swindons Silver Spur Club & 
Thamesdown Arts ... “an 
entertaining and varied bill 
headlined by Colorado, ably 
supported by lona & Andy and 
Keith Manifold”. 


@ |sa Mclsaac from 
Continental Divide CMC, 
Davenport “One of our Special 
nights, featured Robert Joe 
Vandygriff and his Shades of 
Country Band. Club Members 
had been waiting with great 
excitement for them to appear 
but ‘boy’ was it worth it, what a 
terrific night”. The club was, I’m 
told, packed with visitors from 
Devon and Cornwall, who look 
forward to a return visit. 


The support act “Stringband” 
from Exeter too performed well, 
the audience cheering for more. 
The Clubs regular monthly 
show featured local band 


Round The Regions... 


“Duffy Brothers”, plus friends 
and relations, alias the Kevin 
Duffy Band. What more could 
you want!! One fantastic night, 
with many seeing Country's 
answer to the Dangerous Bros., 
for the first time. The band 
opened featuring in turn, each 
of the six superb artistes, finally 
giving way for the second 
session, which featured the 
comic capers and bluegrass 
style songs from Leo and Ray, 
switching, as only they can, 
from hilarious comedy to breath 
taking instruments, with timing 
that has to be heard to be 
believed. They were my No. | 
decade ago and still are. Even 
when they drifted a little, with 
“When you were sweet sixteen”, 
they held their audience, people 
have said over the years they 
would like to see a little less of 
the comedy and more songs 
and music, a view | am not 
totally against, but they can do 


little wrong for me. The last 
session brought the full band 
on again, and produced a 
medley, which contained “Open 
up your heart and let my love 
crawl in” which I'd like to have 
heard full feature, and also 
“Waltz across Texas” in fine 
style. For the record the line up 
was, Band leader Kevin Duffy, 
on steel and guitar, and Melvin 
On guitar and also on steel, 
Dave Pycroft on bass, Cameron 
White, lead singer and guitarist, 
Tony (Snooker) Peck on drums, 
and Eilidh McDonald on “hips”, 
hoop and parchment, with tiny 
cymbals, and vocals. Making a 
competent, most versatile 
sextet. The Duffy Bros were 
again devastatingly 
professional. 


® The Tredegar Arms, 
(Newport) has currently closed 
it's doors to country music, 
after a nice little run, a 


dropping off of attendances 
(possibly the late start, late 
finish, possibly other reasons). 


@ Martletwy continues it’s 
Railroad C.M.C., and booked 
for April were Breakaway, a 
band from Belfast, headed by 
Big Jim Anderson, supported 
by H & C from Swansea. (report 
next month). 


@ Needed some “Country 
Company”, so went along to 
see the “Trio” of the same 
name, at a lovely little club, 
Ynysybwl CMC, which is 
housed at the local Rugby 
Club., the hall decorated with 
various shirts, with a little 
wallpaper underneath. “Country 
Company” the husband and 
wife team, Clive and Sandra, 
aided and abetted by Rob on 
bass, were warmly welcomed 
and applauded by this clubs 
members, (not too many in 
number) offering a special 


Maldi, Bella, and Mair, stalwarts of the Holyhead C.M.C. take time out with Gordie West 
during his recent gig at the Scimitar Hotel, Holyhead. * 


is always guaranteed to sell out 
venues in this area, a tribute to 
the esteem in which local 
country fans hold this talented 
Irish artist who lets his music 
do all the talking. 


@ Bethesda C & W Club are 
keeping a very low profile at the 
moment following recent 
disappointing attendances, and 
at the time of going to press | 
have no news to hand. 


(Photo) Jim Silverthorn 


Medicine Bow, “a good band 
who gave us a great night, ” 
supported by Yorkie who 
stepped in at the last minute, “a 
fine performance”. 


Charley Pride 


® multi-award winner Jim 
Ryder is scheduled to make his 
debut at the Prince Llewelyn 
later this month, an appearance 
eagerly awaited by many fans 


@ As | write the spectre of 
Wembley looms loud and clear, 
with all other activity seemingly 
subservient to this annual 
thrash, so it's time to close the 
column and start packing my 


® From Swindons (Silver Spur) 
CMC comes the report, that a 
return visit from the Pete 
Palmer Country Band, gave a 
nearly full house, a very good 


toothbrush and briefs for my 
tenth successive pilgrimage. A 
bus load of fans are scheduled 
to make the trek south again, 
so if our paths cross, do say 
hello ... I'll be looking out for 
you. 


®@ Any North Wales regional 
news should be forwarded to 
me at C/O Leader Newspaper, 
220 High Street, Bangor LL57 
ANY. ‘Till next month ... take 
care. 


Keith Manifold” 


night, & “definitely welcome 
back” ... The Stewart Bros and 
First Chapter paying their first 
visit to this club also “sent the 
folk home happy”. 


friendliness and hospitality. | 
liked the Trio's material, any 
criticism of them seems 
unimportant, as everybody 
enjoyed what | witnessed. So in 
between munching loads of 
complimentary sandwiches, 
sausage rolls etc, | swayed to 
“Crying my heart out over you” 
and “Maggie” sung in first class 
harmony. 


® Finally, can | leave you with 
a spot of advice, if you are 
abroad and see a C & W show 
advertised, check before you 
seek it out, their magazines 
often aren't as reliable as ours. 
A show advertised for a 
Saturday (in Jerusalem), | 
found out took place on the 
Friday Night. My star spot for 
the month, the Duffy Brothers 
with “The Homecoming”. 


Address as usual, Frank Power, 
1 Alma Road, Roath, Cardiff, 
CF2 5BD, Telephone 492021. 
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@ Tony Griffiths reporting from 
Fry's C.M.C. says, the March 
show brought two new acts to 
the club. The first, “a very laid- 
back band” called “The Joe-D- 
Rose Band”, came from the 
south coast. This five piece 
offered two very good spots of 
45 mins. Apparently one 
refreshing thing about this band 
is that they play “a lot of good 
country tunes not heard too 
often”. The other act solo 
performer Ricky James (from 
Manchester) proved to be a star 
performer and was very well 
received by the Clubs capacity 
crowd ... “He excelled 
particularly in the music of 
Ricky Skaggs.” Seems he’s 
booked a return visit to Fry's 
next year! 


® Brian Watkins of the Coalpit 
Heath C.M.C. infos that Hickory 
Lake brought very good 
business to his club. “A full 
house bursting at the seams”. 


@ it you have any news or 
views on Avon or Local Scene 
activities remember to let me 
have your copy well before the 
end of the month, if you want 
to tell the world ... thanks ... Jim 
Silverthorn, 11 Fry's Hill, 
Kingswood, Bristol. BS15 4Qu. 
Tel: (0272) 671067 
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